
 
 

June 20, 2016 

 

The Honorable Thad Cochran 

Chairman 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20510 

  

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 

Vice Chairwoman 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Harold Rogers 

Chairman  

House Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20515 

  

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 

Ranking Member 

House Appropriations Committee 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Cochran, Vice Chairwoman Mikulski, Chairman Rogers, 

and Ranking Member Lowey: 

 

The Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH), 

the voice of accredited academic public health, representing more than 

100 schools and programs accredited by the Council on Education for 

Public Health (CEPH), urges you not to include a provision in the Labor-

HHS-Education Appropriations bill that relates to gun violence 

prevention research funded by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and other Public Health Service agencies. The 

related provision that has been carried in the bill for many years has 

been interpreted as restricting this essential research. Other legislative 

provisions already prohibit agencies from using research results to 

lobby. 

 

Gun violence prevention research can contribute to fewer lives lost, 

reductions in injuries and changes in social norms. The dearth of gun 

violence research has contributed to the lack of meaningful progress in 

reducing firearm injuries. Firearm injuries are one of the top three 

causes of death among youth. The U.S. has one of the highest rates of 

firearm injuries, suicides and homicides among developed countries. 

According to CDC, over 32,000 firearm-related deaths occur each year 
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and more than 81,000 nonfatal firearm injuries from assault or self-harm are treated in hospital 

emergency departments annually. Together, deaths and injuries due to gun violence account 

for more than $47 billion in medical and lost productivity costs in the U.S. Research on gun 

violence prevention could address the public health crisis of gun violence by helping provide a 

more accurate understanding of the problems associated with gun violence and to determine 

how best to reduce the high rate of firearm-related deaths and injuries. Unfortunately, in 1996 

Congress eliminated funding for CDC research on gun violence and accompanied the cut with 

language barring any research that would “advocate or promote gun control.” The research 

limitations have also drastically limited the workforce of researchers dedicated to gun violence 

prevention. It is estimated that fewer than 20 academics in the U.S. currently focus on gun 

violence.  

 

In June 2013, the Institute of Medicine released a Consensus Report (Priorities for Research to 

Reduce the Threat of Firearm-Related Violence) outlining a research agenda for addressing 

firearm-related injuries and deaths as a public health issue. The report highlighted five key 

areas for research on this topic: characteristics of firearm violence; risk and protective factors; 

firearm violence prevention and other interventions; the impact of gun safety technology; and 

video games and other media. The report found that this agenda would be essential in 

developing policies to reduce the public health impact of firearms in the same manner as 

approaches that have found success in other areas, such as motor vehicle safety. 

 

We urge Members to oppose any efforts to reduce, eliminate, or condition CDC funding 

related to gun violence prevention research or critical public health surveillance on 

violent deaths. We view the existing legislative provision as inhibiting research freedom 

and, perhaps inadvertently, restricting research that is in the national interest. The 

President has once again proposed $10 million for CDC Gun Violence Research 

Prevention in his FY 2017 Budget Request, as he has every year since the Sandy Hook 

Elementary School shooting in December 2012, which killed 20 children and six adults. 

Since then, there have been 1,002 mass shootings in our nation. We strongly urge 

Congress to finally and explicitly fund this important research.  

 

As Congress moves forward with the FY 2017 appropriations process, we welcome the 

opportunity to work with you on this issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Harrison Spencer, MD, MPH, CPH 

President and CEO 


