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ASPPH: CDC Should Reconsider Testing Guideline Change; Trump Urged 

to End Pressure Campaign on CDC, FDA, and NIH 
 

Laura Magaña, PhD, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Association of Schools and Programs 

of Public Health (ASPPH), issued the following statement on the recently announced change in CDC’s 

Covid-19 testing guidelines and on Donald Trump’s pressure campaigns on CDC, FDA, and the NIH: 

 

The Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health expresses its deep disappointment in 

both the process and substance of the recent change in testing guidelines released by the 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) last week. The modification excludes from 

testing asymptomatic individuals who were exposed to Covid-19. By CDC’s own estimate, about 

40 percent of infections are asymptomatic, making people who do not know they are infected a 

significant source of transmission. ASPPH does not believe that the CDC’s revision reflects the 

best available science or is in the best interest of the public’s health. We strongly urge the CDC 

to reconsider its change, especially considering the confusion and consternation it has generated 

among public health and medical professionals and the general public. 

  

ASPPH also condemns the Trump administration’s recent pressure campaigns involving the 

CDC (testing guidelines), the Food and Drug Administration (emergency use authorization of 

blood plasma for hospitalized Covid-19 patients), and the National Institutes of Health (grant 

funding to the EcoHealth Alliance). While Donald Trump has the authority to reject science-

based policy recommendations by federal scientists, the administration’s recent track record in 

doing so has resulted in a dismal failure to manage the most serious public health challenge of 

our time. It is long past time for the Trump administration to listen and respect the science-based 

recommendations of federal scientists. 

 

==== 

 

The Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) is a 501c3 membership 

organization located in Washington, DC. ASPPH’s mission is to strengthen the capacity of its 128 

member schools and programs by advancing leadership, excellence, and collaboration for academic 

public health. ASPPH members are CEPH-accredited schools and programs of public health as well as 

schools and programs in applicant status for CEPH-accreditation. 

 

For more information: Tony Mazzaschi; tmazzaschi@aspph.org; cell 202-809-5469 

 

Links: ASPPH Covid-19: Academic Resources and Tools; ASPPH Newsroom 

 

https://www.aspph.org/category/academic-resources-tools/
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