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“Before you can share your work and its significance, you must build trust and 
understanding with others. People need to feel that you understand and have 

compassion for their perspectives. Scientists must be willing to listen and engage in 
honest conversations before sharing their work. Alda Center programs empower 

researchers to build an authentic rapport that can help others appreciate the 
wonder and value of science.” 

 
Experience the Alda method’s experiential learning approach to create clear, vivid, and empathic science communication. Our 
Building Trust: Empathic Approaches to Effective Science Communication skill building workshop precedes the Association of 
Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) 2023 Annual Meeting on Wednesday, March 15 from 8:30 AM-12:00 PM ET in 
Arlington, VA (minutes from Washington, DC). This interactive professional development program will provide participants with 
guided opportunities to practice and apply new and/or improved audience-centered strategies to craft and deliver clear, impactful, 
science-based communication. Participants will work with Alda-certified facilitator in developing and adapting messages designed 
for specific audiences using the Center’s proprietary tools and techniques. To preview the Alan Alda Center tool, click here! 

 
Target Audience 
Undergraduate and graduate public health faculty, staff, students, partners, and university leaders at the beginner or intermediate 
level in communicating scientific public health messages to the media, elected officials, partners, and/or the general public. 

 
Learning Objectives 
Participants will leave the workshop able to: 

• Describe an evidence-based approach to crafting scientific communication messages 
• Use feedback to refine messaging  
• Explore an experiential approach that allows audience members to create a brief, clear, impactful, and science-based 

message to a chosen audience 
 

About the Workshop Presenter  
 

Josh Rice, MFA, has been one of the Alda Center’s busiest Alda-certified facilitators for years. He 
travels around the country delivering in-person programs and facilitates many online sessions as 
well, working with leading research institutions and universities from coast to coast. 

He supports program design and plays a lead role in the development of the Center’s climate and 
policy programs. 

Rice is deeply passionate about empowering empathic communication and uses his extensive 
background in theater to help experts connect and share their work and its significance with 
others. He is a professionally trained actor, and his experience has helped the Alda Center continue 
to expand and refine our unique Alda Method. The Method combines current social science 
research with applied improvisational techniques to support researchers as they experiment with 

different communication strategies. Rice helps to ensure that the improvisational components of the Center’s programming are 
developed and delivered to meet the goals of the program and the needs of all participants. 

https://www.aldacenter.org/ 
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