
Great Photo Shoot Location

The Ideal Setting for Your Next

 Wedding Reception
Birthday or Anniversary Party

Bridal Shower
Family Reunion

Vacation Getaway
Corporate or Special Event



For More Information or to Reserve Your Stay:
www.HistoricWhiteOaks.com

Book a Stay

A true southern plantation home built in the early 
1840's awaits you. Situated on 20 acres in LaFayette, 
Alabama, this historic home features three bedrooms 
with three bathrooms and includes a guest house with 
full bath and kitchenette, providing space for up to 20 
guests. Enter the property through a gated driveway 
lined with Magnolia trees and find everything from 
antiques and traditional decor to modern amenities.

Located only 15 minutes from Auburn, Historic White 
Oaks is a picturesque setting for wedding receptions. 
The sprawling, manicured grounds are great for photo 
opportunities with plenty of space, accommodating up 
to 200 guests for events. Host any type of get-together 
in this tranquil setting, surrounded by a lush forest of 
native trees while local songbirds serenade you. From 
bridal showers and anniversary parties to family 
reunions or golf get-aways, Historic White Oaks is a 
perfect location to create life-long memories. 
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Nearby AttractionsNearby Attractions

Golf  Haven
Historic White Oaks is a short drive to a variety 
of golf and country clubs, including Grand 
National, Auburn University Club and PGA 
Pro Jason Dufner’s home course, Moore’s Mill. 
Other nearby courses include Augusta 
National, Saugahatchee Country Club, Indian 
Pines Golf Course, Willow Point Golf & 
Country Club, Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail and 
Bear's Best.

Location
Conveniently located near world-class golf 
courses, water sports, fishing, hunting, 
antiquing and Auburn University’s spectacular 
campus.  You’ll enjoy a plethora of outdoor 
activities, as well as some of the best game-day 
tailgates in the country. If you’re interested in 
taking a day trip, it’s just 90 minutes to Atlanta 
or Birmingham and 3 hours to the Gulf Coast. 
Augusta, New Orleans, Savannah, Nashville or 
Memphis are a half day drive away.

Local Activities
Lake Martin is just 30 minutes away and offers 
some of the best fishing and water sports in the 
area. 
Talladega Motor Speedway is an hour drive 
and hosts major racing events through out the 
year. The area is home to many antique shops 
offering wonderful adventures & finds.



This impressive Antebellum home was built in the early 
1840’s by Alexander Varner on his plantation, about 3 ½ 
miles south of Cussetta.  A veteran of the war of 1812, 
Alexander Varner, at the age of 46, moved to this area 
from Monroe County, Georgia about 1836-1837 with his 
second wife and six children. His property was located 
on the Cussetta-Opelika Road at the fork of the 
Cusseta-Oakbowery Road.

The construction of the home was begun soon after his 
arrival and it was designed to be like his old home near 
Forsythe, Georgia where he and his brother had similar 
houses and adjoining plantations.  The house was of the 
two-up and two-down plan, with the middle halls and a 
one story extended wing on one side of the ground floor.  
Four large fluted wood columns support the pediment 
of the front porch, with a second floor balcony opening 
from the upstairs hall.  The original kitchen was located 
away from the house with a lattice walkway leading to 
the house.

The interior of the house shows examples of excellent 
craftsmanship with the detail of woodwork, stairs, 
wainscoting and carefully fitted interior sheathing of 
wide pine boards.  The downstairs ceilings are 11 ½ feet 
in height and the upstairs are 9 ½ feet in height. The 
floors are heart of pine plank boards and the downstairs 
ceilings are all wood.

During the Civil War, Rousseau’s troops came though 
Chambers County.  Alexander Varner was an old man 
when the Union troops threatened him with hanging if 
he didn’t reveal where his money was hidden.  When he 
would not tell, some say he was hanged by the neck in 
the attic of the house.  The knot wasn’t tied correctly and 
after the soldiers left, his wife cut him down.  He lived 
but spoke with a gasp the rest of his life.  Family 
members also tell that when a few union soldiers came 
through another time, they were going to burn the 
house, but the commanding officer recognized Varner as 
being one of his class mates at Harvard and saved the 
house.

On July 26, 1866 Alexander Varner died and was buried 
in Cusseta. To this day, there is still a Varner family plot 
fenced off in the Cusseta Cemetary, with aging 
headstones of at least 3 generations of the family. In the 
years that followed, the house was sold to the Fletcher 
family who lived there for many years.  While the 
Fletchers lived in the house, a crib room was added to 
the back of the house near the master bedroom.

In the early 1970’s a great-great-great grandson of 
Alexander Varner moved the house from Cusseta to its 
present Oakbowery location.  The new location chosen 

The Story & History

for this home was 20 acres on the Chambers-Lee county 
line 8 miles north from downtown Opelika., in a 
community named Oak Bowery .

The property is located along the route of the railroad 
line between Opelika and Lafayette.  The old railroad 
bed can still be seen in the woods in front of the house.  
A spring, still located on the property, was used by the 
travelers on the railroad as a picnic area in the horse & 
buggy days.

In 1999, Deidra and Mitch White purchased the 
property as a second home to be closer to his family 
living in the area. A native of Jackson, Mississippi , 
Mitch moved to California in the late 1970’s at the age of 
13. His Aunt Jo Ann Broadhead who was a local Realtor 
in Opelika, showed the property to them over a football 
game weekend when they were in town for a visit. 
Deidra and Mitch fell in love with the property and 
looked forward to having a second home with the 
opportunity to spend more time in The South with their 
Family, and hopes of having a family of their own to be 
raised with a touch of Mitch’s southern roots & 
upbringing. Additional upgrades and renovations were 
made to the Interior of the home, including new kitchen 
flooring, and 2 new downstairs bathrooms. In early 
2000’s The White’s embarked on a 2 year project with 
major exterior changes to enhance the beauty of the 
estate and entrance to the property. A new main 
driveway was put in, including a stately stone - walled, 
gated entrance. Mitch’s mother Carolyn White named 
the property White Oaks , due to all of the White Oak 
trees growing on the grounds of the 20 acres. Over 60 
Magnolia Trees from a local tree farm were planted 
adjacent to Highway 431 up in front of property and 
lined the driveway entrance. Over 100 azaleas & 
lugustrums were planted to enhance the grand entry 
into the property. New porches were added to main 
home, and a new guest house was constructed above 
the 3 car garage/workshop.

The setting for this exceptional home is magnificent! 
The 20 plus acres  are   heavily wooded, mostly 
hardwood with hundreds of azaleas, dogwoods, 
daylilies, and other flowering shrubs.  An ever-flowing 
spring creates a creek that meanders across the back of 
the property.

The years may not have always been kind to this 
extraordinary 170 year old house, but today it stands as 
a magnificent example of the workmanship and 
materials that are unavailable with modern 
construction. The superior quality and elegance of the 
latest renovations compliment the charm and character 
of the past in this unique property.



Location
Conveniently located near world-class golf 
courses, water sports, fishing, hunting, 
antiquing and Auburn University’s spectacular 
campus.  You’ll enjoy a plethora of outdoor 
activities, as well as some of the best game-day 
tailgates in the country. If you’re interested in 
taking a day trip, it’s just 90 minutes to Atlanta 
or Birmingham and 3 hours to the Gulf Coast. 
Augusta, New Orleans, Savannah, Nashville or 
Memphis are a half day drive away.

Local Activities
Lake Martin is just 30 minutes away and offers 
some of the best fishing and water sports in the 
area. 
Talladega Motor Speedway is an hour drive 
and hosts major racing events through out the 
year. The area is home to many antique shops 
offering wonderful adventures & finds.

Details

House: 3,400 sq. ft.
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3

Separate guest cottage with
full bath and kitchenette

Accommodates: 20 people

For More Information, Visit Us Online:
www.HistoricWhiteOaks.com

or call
(334) 246-1431

See Availability and Book a Stay on VRBO at:
www.vrbo.com/4694521ha


