
PIONEER DAY AT LOACHAPOKA 

 

Saturday, October 20, will feature the biggest event in Lee County other than sports events, the 

47th Annual Pioneer Day at Loachapoka.  This annual festival was once called “Syrup Soppin’ 

Day in Loachapoka” but the event changed in 2015 because so much more was featured in 

addition to the tradition of making sugarcane syrup the old fashioned way,  There will still be 

horses turning the old syrup mills and the juice will be cooking into golden syrup over a hot fire.  

Members of the Lee County Historical Society and hundreds of volunteers will make sure you 

have a historical experience as well. Visit the museums at Pioneer Park and see blacksmiths 

working at the forge and spinners and weavers turning cotton and wool into fabric.  Help harvest 

cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes and sugarcane in the 19th Century Crops Garden.  Children can 

turn sugarcane into sugarcane juice lemonade by turning a syrup mill just as the horses do.  They 

can learn how to shell and grind corn into cornmeal and make rope from grass string.  Like all 

fall festivals, there will be food, food, and more food.  More than 100 vendors will be offering 

everything from pork rinds and funnel cakes to boiled and roasted peanuts.  Visit the Cook 

House at Pioneer Park for a taste of Lee County Historical Society’s own sweet potato biscuits 

with homemade syrup.  Tom Westmoreland and Andy Ettinger have been making sweet potato 

fritters for 43 years at Pioneer Day.  What a truly southern treat!  Stop by the Pioneer Park 

Pavilion for some real, homemade entertainment going on all day long beginning with the 

Whistle Stop Pickers at 8 am and featuring the Plantation Heirs during the noon hour. 

  

 
Horses will be turning the syrup mill on Pioneer Day at 
Loachapoka, October 20, and visitors can see the way the 
sweet juice is cooked into syrup. 



MAKING SYRUP ON PIONEER DAY 

A 47-year tradition will continue on Saturday, October 20th, when the Lee County Historical 
Society and the Town of Loachapoka host PIONEER DAY AT LOACHAPOKA.  

The event began as a simple historical fair in 1971 to celebrate the history and culture of Lee 
County.  It evolved into Syrup Soppin’ Day and now the tradition continues as Pioneer Day.  

Before automobiles, supermarkets and the 
Internet, folks would gather in communities 
all over Alabama in the fall to celebrate the fall 
harvest and help each other harvest and 
process the sugarcane crop into delicious 
syrup that would keep all year.  In North 
Alabama where sugarcane doesn’t grow that 
well, farmers would plant sweet sorghum for 
the same purpose.  Mules would slowly turn a 
cast-iron roller mill to squeeze the sweet juice 
from the stalks of cane.  An experienced syrup 
maker would slowly cook the juice over a 
wood fire in a pan or kettle until it turned into 
golden brown syrup or thick, dark molasses.  
Each family that contributed sugarcane or 
labor took home a  bucketful of the delicious 
syrup.  This tradition will continue on 
Saturday, October 20, at Pioneer Park in 
Loachapoka.  Every visitor will have a chance 
to take home some real, Alabama sugarcane or 
sorghum syrup.  There will be pioneer life 
demonstrations throughout Pioneer Park such 

as local blacksmiths, Creek Indian demonstrations, corn shelling and milling, rope making, pottery 
making, spinning and weaving, and lots of historical crafts and local handmade items.  The History 
Seekers 4-H Club will be harvesting and selling sweet potatoes, picking cotton, digging peanuts 
and cutting sugarcane for the mill where kids can play “mule” and make their own sugarcane juice 
lemonade for all to enjoy.  More than 100 vendors will be providing food and crafts.   

Pioneer Day is an attempt to relive a bit of that unique, Alabama tradition.  Don’t forget to sop 
some homemade sweet potato biscuits in that rich, Alabama sugarcane syrup.  Pioneer Day will 
start at 7 am and continue until around 4 pm and it is all free to the public.  

  

  

 
Jeff Monroe cooks off the sugarcane juice to 
make sugarcane syrup at Pioneer Day at 
Loachapoka. 



 

 

 

 

FOOD, FOOD AND MORE FOOD ON PIONEER DAY 

The Cook House at Pioneer Park will be humming with activity on October 20 even 

before the sun comes up.  This is home to Pioneer Park’s famous sweet potato biscuits and sweet 

potato fritters.  They are not hard to make; the recipe is written on the wall of the Cook House 

but for some reason they taste especially good on Pioneer Day when sopped in Pioneer Day 

sugar cane syrup. 

If you need more, there will be collard greens, pinto beans and real, home-made 

Brunswick stew in the big pots behind the Cook House. And lots of vendors will be serving up 

specialty items from homemade jams and jellies to freshly fried pork rinds and funnel cakes.  

Kid-power is also necessary to turn an authentic syrup mill to make free, sugarcane juice 

lemonade by the Crops Garden.  Nearby, you can sample free sugar cane chews, a real sweet 

treat for a 19th Century Alabama farm boy or girl in Lee County.  And, of course, there will be 

hamburgers, hot dogs, barbeque and boiled Alabama peanuts. 

 

 

  

 
Children enjoy playing “mule” and turning the 
sugarcane mill to make sugarcane juice lemonade 
for all to enjoy on Pioneer Day at Loachapoka. 



POARCH CREEK ARTS GROUP AT PIONEER DAY 

A special feature of the 2018 Pioneer Day at Loachapoka will be the Poarch Creek 

Traditional Arts group on Saturday, October 20th.. There will be Poarch artists, quilters, basket 

makers, potters, speakers, and more. Please join us in welcoming the First Alabamians! There 

will be some items for sale and for display only. They will be happy to discuss the nature of their 

artistry, how and when they learned to make carved shells, willow baskets, and even pottery. 

Did you know that the Poarch Creeks 

are Alabama’s only federally recognized tribal 

nation? The Treaty signed at Fort Jackson in 

1814 resulted in the loss of land of both the 

Creek enemies of the US (Redsticks) as well as 

the Creek Indian allies who fought with US 

troops. However, some Creeks were allotted 

land in Alabama near Atmore for their services 

to the US government and allowed to stay 

during the Indian Removal period in the 1830s. 

The Poarch Creek Indians are descendants of a 

segment of the original Creek Nation that did 

not move west to Indian Territory but have 

lived together for almost 200 years in and 

around the reservation in Poarch, Alabama. The 

Poarch Reservation is located eight miles 

northwest of Atmore, in Escambia County, 

approximately 55 miles east of Mobile. 

The newly restored, Barnard-Newell log house at Pioneer Park will be another featured 

attraction at Pioneer Day with a Creek Indian connection. It was built in 1830 by a Creek Indian.  

Teresa Paglione, a past president of the Alabama Archeological Society and president of the 

local East Alabama Archaeology chapter and a member of the Board of Trustees of Lee County 

Historical Society, will be hosting tours of the circa 1830 Log House during Pioneer Day.  Stop 

by and learn the history of this remarkable, early Alabama structure that was originally built on 

the nearby property of William Barnard, a half Creek Indian who fought with Andrew Jackson’s 

 
The Poarch Creek Traditional Arts Group 
will be at Pioneer Day at Loachapoka on 
October 21 to share their culture. 



troops during the Creek War (1813-1814). The house is furnished with handmade furniture 

typical of that period in the Deep South. William’s father was Timothy Barnard, the assistant and 

interpreter for Benjamin Hawkins, who was appointed by President George Washington as 

General Superintendent for Indian Affairs in 1796.  Barnard’s mother was a Muscogee Creek.   

Posters and exhibits in the cabin tell the story of this area’s native Creek Indians.  Adjacent to the 

Barnard-Newell Log House is the “Native American Garden”, Pioneer Park’s first effort to grow 

the “Three Sisters” just as native Creek Indians would have grown corn, beans and squash before 

the white man arrived. 

  

 
Thousands will descend on the Town of Loachapoka on Saturday, October 20, for the 47th Annual 
Pioneer day at Loachapoka. 



 

 


