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SUNDAY: BIBLE CLASS @9:00 AM; WORSHIP @10:15 AM; WORSHIP @6:00 PM;

Keeping Bible verses in Bible Context (Part 3)

Another statement made indicated that the Bible endorses slavery.
Once more, let us look at the context in which the verses cited are
used. The verses cited are Exodus 21:5-6 and Leviticus 25:44:
Exodus 21:5-6 - "And if the servant shall plainly sa%/, | love my
master, my wife, and my children; | will not go out free: Then his
master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to
the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear
through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever." Leviticus
25:44 - "Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt
have, shall be of the heathen that are round about you; of them
shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids." First, let's deal with
Exodus 21; the passage here deals with Hebrew servants. In other
words, servants that were kinsmen or also Israelites. If we read the
context of Exodus 21, we quickly realize that these are not slaves but
rather what we might term serfs; in other words, servants that would even-
tually be set free under the law. As such, they were not slaves under the classic definition.
Now, Leviticus 25:44 - what we must understand here is why this was written. Under the
patriarchal a%e, slavery was a patriarchal custom. Those that were not Hebrew were
permitted to be kept as slaves. This does not mean that God endorsed slavery but rather
allowed while at the same time discouraging it by putting so many laws and restrictions
governing the ownership of slaves. These slaves may have been captives of war, those
consi%ned to slavery for their crimes, or as the Hebrew servants often were, just poor and
sold themselves into slavery to(Fay off debt. It was the object to not at once do away with
slavery, but to discourage it and mitigate it. The Law of God under Moses would not suffer
it be forgotten that the slave was a man, not an animal, and protected him in every way
that was possible at the time against the ing')ustice or cruelty of his master. So, once more,
upon examining the context (including the background) we see that God never advocated
nor endorsed slavery.

The statement was made that the Bible "endorsed" the "beating and killing of children”
and cited Psalm 137:9 which states, “Hapﬁy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little
ones against the stones." At first glance, this verse would indeed seem to advocate just
that. But again if we will but notice the context we will see that God is not endorsing the
killing of children. Reference is here in this chapter made of Babylon and a custom of
Babylon in raiding and conquering other nations was to take the children of those cap-
tured and dash, sling, or throw them against the stones while making the parents watch.
The Psalmist is simply saying here that Babylon will have those atrocities repaid upon her;
nothing more and nothing less.

The next one is actually CLOSE to the truth but still taken out of context. The statement
was made that the Bible advocates that one "hate" his family in "favor of God." The verse
cited is Luke 14:26 - If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple." Pretty straightforward, huh? What is Jesus saying? All Jesus is saying is that no
one Is to come between you and God. | don't have to literally hate my mother, my father,
my wife, my children and my brothers and sisters. Quite the contrary, | would give my life
for any one of them. But | will not forsake my Lord and Savior for them. He7gave His life
for me, why would | not dedicate my life to Him? (notice also Matthew 10:37-38 which ex-
presses the true meaning of the word "hate" as it is used in this instance).

Finally, the statement was made that the Bible "endorses human sacrifice" and cited Exo-
dus 22:29 - "Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the
firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me." Once more, let us examine the context.
Let's do some checking on this: notice Exodus 13:2 - "Sanctify unto me all the firstborn,
whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it
is mine." The word "sanctify" comes from the word "kadash" meaning to "consecrate, sep-
arate, and set apart from all common or secular purposes to some religious use." Here,
reference is made to the "Passover" of the Angel of Death over Egypt in which the
firstborn of all the Israelites were spared; hence, the firstborn were to be consecrated to
God. So the firstborn were consecrated to God to be His ministers, not sacrifice victims;
and in lieu of the firstborn of men, the Levites were devoted to the temple services. We
must also notice Exodus 13:12-13 which states, "That thou shalt set apart unto the LORD
all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; the
males shall be the LORD'S. And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb;
and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man
amon thy children shalt thou redeem." So how were they redeemed? Notice Numbers
3:46-48: "And for those that are to be redeemed of the two hundred and threescore and
thirteen of the firstborn of the children of Israel, which are more than the Levites; Thou
shalt even take five shekels apiece by the poll, after the shekel of the sanctuary shalt thou
take them: (the shekel is twenty gerahs:) And thou shalt give the money, wherewith the
odd number of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron and to his sons." These verses, when
put together, put the first passage (which was first taken out of context) in context and
show us that no human sacrifice was ever endorsed or advocated.

Let us each do all that we can to keep God's words in their context because to do other-
wise leads to nothing but confusion.
Romwo
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WEDNESDAY: BIBLE CLASSES @7:00 PM

LIGHTPOST CALENDAR
TODAY! SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23

+ L2L BiBLE BowL PRACTICEe7PMeMPB
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

+ L2L BiBLE BowL PRACTICE® /PMeMPB
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

+ ORNAMENT & COOKIE EXCHANGE —ALL GIRLS/LADIES’ WELCOME!
¢6:30PMe@the Powell’s House ~ 897 MCCLENDON RD

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2

o TUESDAY LADIES’ VISITATION® 11:30AMeMPBeBring a lunch!
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

+ TEENS’ DEVOe5:30PMeMPB

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

¢ JR YOUTH/TEEN PARENT HOSTED DEVO & GIFT EXCHANGE @BILL &
CAROLYN BRANNON’S HOUSE®5:30PMe 232 SOUTHSHORE DR eBring a
wrapped/bagged gift to exchange!

+ LADIES’ DIGGING DEEP BIBLE STUDY®6PMeMPBeBring Snacks!
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

+ YOUTHITEEN GIFT Box DELIVERIES TO SHUT-INSeMeet @9AM @MPB

+ DECEMBER DINNER PARTY & GIFT EXCHANGE®5:30pmeMPB
eCatered Dinner - Each person please bring a wrapped/bagged gift
to exchange (***Please RSVP in Foyer & Lightpost —this is needed in
order to have correct head count for caterer-Thank you!)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

+ TEEN’S 157 PRINCIPLES®4:30PMeRoom 118
+ L2L BiBLE BowL PRACTICEe7PMeMPB
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9

o LADIES’ ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON & GIFT EXCHANGE —-ALL
LADIES WELCOME!®11:30AMe@Lynn Dishongh’s house-102 E
LAKELAND PTePlease bring your favorite festive dishes &/or
desserts & a bagged/wrapped gift to exchange

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

+ SENIOR’S GAME DAYe 1-5PMeMPBeBring Snacks!
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“My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they hearing God in a digital age..
follow me.” — John 10:27
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Prayer Reqaests

MEMBERS FAMILY & FRIENDS

Marty AulteSheila BirdeKim Butler

Breanna DishongheJenna DuvallePaula Crippen
Cindy CunninghameLim ElekeKristi Ferguson
Austen JohnsoneSuzie KingeBecky McCombs

Phyllis AlleneCharlie BurnseMartha Dean
Bob GarnereBillie GregoryeJean Kazimier
Bob JohnstoneWalton/Elaine Kyle

Christie LandrumeCarla March Matthew QuallseRhonda RiverseDon Rutherford
Ricky/Zandra MendenhalleKaren Pate John SmitheJudy StrauteBob Troutman
Leslie Pate e Stuart ReevesePat Richardson Harrel WalterseKay Ward
Freddie SharpeeNeva TharpeDebbie Ugbade ¢ Dugan, Derek & Regina (Rutherford’s former
Diana WardePatricia Wireman neighbors) Regina has been transferred to
+ Dale, Sherry -Having a lot of hip/leg pain, - rehab facility in Dardanelle

total hip replacement 12/12 in L.R. + Haught, Jim (Vicki Cole’s BIL) Failing
¢ Pannell, Glenda -@Baptist Hosp., L.R. health in St. Bernard’s Hospital,

Wireman, Patricia -Will have hip Jonesboro, AR

revision surgery ¢ Janice, Jeff (Craig Dale’s brother)

Undergoing tests for lymph nodes

SHUT-INS ¢ Miller, Gloria(Denise Wiemer's mom)Heart

Craig ArchereMike/Shirley BakaeLaVonne Depew racing episodes -undergoing tests

Ola FreibolteMarcelle GreeneLorene Mount
Charles/Virginia ParkereDavid Pendleberry
Wes PooleePat RichenseJudy Walters
Linda Woeppel

¢ Cook, Henry-Home now, doing well

BATTLING CANCER

Jennifer BakereJL BiceeJim BlaggeNona Barton
Sherry DanieleDenise DrennaneElla Fisher
Sheree GallagherePatti Genowe Jerry Harris
Jack HaywoodeTerry Horne eKirsten James
Alvena JoneseSandy LandeBrenda Lavender

ALL MILITARY & FIRST RESPONDERS Daryl MaconePhyllis MadleneEugene Pipkins
*  Schuler, Tommy (Army) Fort Johnson, LA Delorious TollesoneBettie Lou White
*  Schuler, Tracy (Navy) Meridian, MS ¢ Beach, June - 11/18 reconstructive surgery
*  Spellings, Randy (Army Nat'l Guard) went well
Jackson, TN ¢ Frenzel, Debbie -@CHI St. Vincent’s in
*  Tombs, Levi (AF) Home now L.R. stomach bleed due to cancerous tu-
+  Vincent, Tyler (VF) Garland County mors on her stomach & pancreas. In

CCU#4 & is okay wivisits & phone calls

¢ Janus, Jeff(Craig Dale’s brother) Oncolo-
gist in San Diego recommending IV immu-
notherapy for a few wks & will have PET

*  Wethington, “A.J” Anthony (AF)
Whitman AFB, MO
*  Wells, Andrew & Madison-GCPD/HSPD

MISSIONS (Matthew 28:18-20) " .
“*Kakinada, India-Ronnie Gootam + Word, Kenny -Not doing well, (Please see
+*Nigeria -Chad Wagner meal train on Lightpost)

+»Pacific Islands -Randy English
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