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Whose Kingdom? 

1. The Battle Within – Brian started with this passage last week 

 James 4:1-2 takes the principle of what rules the heart comes out of the heart into the realm 

of relationship 

 It doesn’t take very much to set our hearts off – when expectations get dashed (toothpaste, a 

bike in the driveway, which direction we take to a restaurant, a family getting into a car) 

 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Don’t they come from those people 

you live and work with? NO! “Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You 

desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 

quarrel.” 

 Our anger is connected to our desires 

 James is not arguing that we should not desire, and he is not only talking about evil desires – 

he is talking about good desires gone wrong, good desires raised to idol status – e.g. respect 

 It is from desires that war within us – between God’s wants and mine, God’s will and mine, 

God’s kingdom and mine 

 Whatever set of desires rule my heart will shape my response! 

2. Sin causes us to shrink our lives to the size of our wants, our needs, our feelings. 

 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 – For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: 

that one has died for all, therefore all have died;  15 and he died for all, that those who live 

might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

 What is now the controlling factor in our lives? “The love of Christ” 

 What is the result of his dying for us in verse 14? ‘All have died” – to what? The power of 

sin in our lives – to our slavery to sin and to the old man – we no longer have to live 

according to the flesh – we no longer need to be ruled by sinful responses and thoughts 

regarding our spouse 

 Why did he die according to verse 15? 

1) that those who live might no longer live for themselves; 

2) that those who live might live for him who for their sake died and was raised 
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 Tripp picks up on the first half of this phrase and points out what sin does – sin turns me in 

on myself and makes me live in the claustrophobic confines of self, sin makes me obsessed 

with my wants, my needs, my feelings because we naturally live according to the flesh 

 Tripp draws this conclusion, “I think that this is so at work in our lives that often what we 

think is love is not love at all!” – that at least in part, we were attracted to our spouse not 

because we loved them but because we loved ourselves 

 Many marriages struggle because there was romance that was actually self-love in a costume 

 Sin, in its essence is antisocial – people get reduced to vehicles to help me get what I want or 

obstacles that get in the way of what I want 

 Recognizing the power of sin is the beginning of finding freedom to love our spouse with 

genuine love 

3. Marriage, this side of heaven, is always a war between two kingdoms. 

 Marriage is war! The battles that go on between husband and wife are always the fruit of a 

deeper war going on in your heart! Not between your kingdom and the kingdom of your 

spouse, but between your kingdom and God’s kingdom 

 

 Matthew 6:19-34 

 

 The thing that is your treasure will control your heart 

 

 What controls your heart will control your behavior – no one can serve two masters (a term of 

control) 

 

 Our life is always shaped by one of two kinds of treasure – the treasure of the kingdom of self or 

the treasure of the kingdom of heaven 

 

 If both husband and wife are living for their own kingdoms – conflict will abound! 

 

 WE WERE CREATED TO LIVE IN THE MUCH LARGER KINGDOM OF GOD TOGETHER 

 

 Fixing problems in marriage must begin with your relationship with God. That’s why the love of 

Christ is the only hope for your marriage, because it rescues you from you. 


