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The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held at King’s College Chapel in
Cambridge, England on Christmas Eve 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White,
who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King’s after experience
as an army chaplain which had convinced him that the Church of England needed
more imaginative worship.
A revision of the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of the
lessons, and from that date the service has always begun with the hymn ‘Once in
Royal David’s City’. In almost every year some carols have been changed and some
new ones introduced by successive Organists. The backbone of the service, the
lessons and the prayers, has remained virtually unchanged. The original service was,
in fact, adapted from an Order drawn up by E. W. Benson, later Archbishop of
Canterbury, for use in the wooden shed, which then served as his cathedral in
Truro, at 10 p.m. on Christmas Eve 1880. A. C. Benson recalled: ‘My father
arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas Eve – nine carols and
nine tiny lessons, which were read by various officers of the Church, beginning with
a chorister, and ending, through the different grades, with the Bishop.’ The
suggestion had come from G. H. S. Walpole, later Bishop of Edinburgh.
Almost immediately other churches adapted the service for their own use. A wider
frame began to grow when the service was first broadcast in 1928 and, with the
exception of 1930, it has been broadcast annually, even during the Second World
War, when the ancient glass (and also all heat) had been removed from the Chapel
and the name of King’s could not be broadcast for security reasons. Sometime in the
early 1930s the BBC began broadcasting the service on overseas programs. It is
estimated that there are millions of listeners worldwide, including those to Radio
Four in the United Kingdom. In recent years it has become the practice to broadcast
a digital recording on Christmas Day on Radio Three, and since 1963 a shorter
service has been filmed periodically for television. Recordings of carols by Decca and
EMI have also served to spread its fame.
In these and other ways the service has become public property. From time to time
the College receives copies of services held, for example, in the West Indies or the
Far East and these show how widely the tradition has spread. The broadcasts, too,
have become part of Christmas for many far from Cambridge. One correspondent
writes that he heard the service in a tent on the foothills of Everest; another, in the
desert. Many listen at home, busy about their own preparations for Christmas.
Visitors from all over the world are heard to identify the Chapel as ‘the place where

the Carols are sung’. Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted,
whether the music is provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of
the service, as Dean Milner-White pointed out, derive from the lessons and not the
music. ‘The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of God …’ seen
‘through the windows and words of the Bible’. Local interests appear, as they do
here, in the bidding prayer, and personal circumstances give point to different parts
of the service. Many of those who took part in the first service must have recalled
those killed in the Great War when it came to the famous passage ‘all those who
rejoice with us but on another shore and in a greater light’. The centre of the service
is still found by those who ‘go in heart and mind’ and who consent to follow where
the story leads.
We thank our adult choir, orchestra, accompanists, and children’s choir for their
months of hard work under the leadership of director Tom Adams and others in
preparing to assist us in our worship today.

The Prelude
Congregation please enter the sanctuary in a quiet, reverent manner preparing
your hearts for worship.
He Is Born

Arranged by D. Renfrow

Away in a Manger

Arranged by D. Renfrow

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light

J.S. Bach/Schop, Arranged by Berry

What Child is This

Arranged by Sylvia Woods

Silent Night

Arranged by Carlos Salzedo

He Shall Feed His Flock

G.F. Handel
Anna Frederick, Harp
Bertha Dykstra, Piano
Donna Ruiz, Violin

The Welcome, Announcements and Explanation of the Service
Pastor Joe Steele

The Processional Hymn
Verse 1: Children’s Choir
Verses 2 & 3: Adult Choir
Verses 4 & 5: Choir & Congregation (Standing)

The Call to Worship
Responsive Reading: Pastor Joe Steele

Isaiah 40:1-2; Psalm 98:2-4
Pastor:

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned.

Congregation: The LORD has made known his salvation; He has revealed his

righteousness in the sight of the nations. He has remembered
his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Make a
joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!

The Invocation /Bidding Prayer
Pastor Joe Steele

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth,
As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

The Carol
Adult Choir

What Sweeter Music
What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day,
That sees December turned to May.
That sees December turned to May.
Why does the chilling winter's morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn,
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
'Tis He is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven, and the under-earth.
We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him. To welcome him.
The nobler part of all the house here,
Is the heart.
Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honor, who's our King,
And Lord of all this reveling.
What sweeter music can we bring,
Than a carol for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Lyrics by Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
Music by John Rutter

The First Lesson
Reader: Assistant Pastor David Hammond

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise
and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.
Genesis 3:8-24
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 1 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of
the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will
surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your
desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” And to Adam he
said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.” The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother
of all living. And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and
clothed them. Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life
and eat and live forever—” therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of
Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the
east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned
every way to guard the way to the tree of life.
Thanks be to God

The Carol
Adult Choir

In the Bleak Midwinter, Long Ago
In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter
Long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty —
Jesus Christ.
What can I give him,
Poor as I am? —
If I were a Shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man
I would do my part, —
Yet what I can I give Him, —
Give my heart.
Lyrics by Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
Music by Gustav Holst (1874-1934)
Edited and Arranged by K. Lee Scott

The Hymn
Congregation (Seated)

The Second Lesson
Reader: Ruling Elder Fred Diaz (Clerk of Session)

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed.
Genesis 22:15-18
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”
Thanks be to God

The Hymn
Congregation (Standing)

The Carol
Children’s Choir

O Children Come
“Hear the cry from Bethlehem
O children come
Son of God now born to men
O children come –
Bring your troubles, bring your fears,
Bring the needs that draw you near,
Find the hope of all the years –
O children come!
O children come!
Peace on earth good will to men
O children come
Righteous rule that will not end
O children come –
Lay down all your bitterness,
Turn from sin’s toil and distress,
Find His grace and perfect rest –
O children come!
O children come!
Where the Father’s grace has walked
O children come
Where you see the hurt and lost
O children come –
Show the mercy shown to you,
Gifts of kindness to renew,
Love from hearts sincere and true –
O children come!
O children come!”
Keith & Kristyn Getty

The Third Lesson
Reader: Ruling Elder Scott Nicol

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.
Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when
they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of
his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the
fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there
will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Thanks be to God

The Carol
Adult Choir

Who But the Lord?
O come, Thou bright and morning star
And bring us comfort from afar.
Dispel the shadows of the night
And turn our darkness into light.
Who but the Lord can give the shadows light,
Can break into the dark,
Draw morning from the night?
Who but the Lord will hear our cry and answer, “Here am I”?
Who but the Lord makes blinded eyes to see,
Brings music to the deaf,
Sets the lonely captive free?
Who but the Lord will by His glory show the paths of peace?
Who but the Lord?
O shine on us the brightness of Your face,
To earth’s remotest end,
Ev’ry people, ev’ry race.
O shine on us until to each is shown Your saving grace.
O shine on us.
Who but the Lord can give the shadows light?
None but the Lord.
11th Century, Latin
Translated by John Mason Neale, 1861
Lyrics by Susan Bentall Boersma
Music by Craig Courtney

The Hymn
Congregation (Seated)

The Fourth Lesson
Reader: Ruling Elder Nat Causey

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
Isaiah 11:1-9
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall
bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the
lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The
nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Thanks be to God

The Carol
Adult Choir

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,
As men of old have sung.
It came, a flow’ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.
Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
The Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to men a Savior,
When half spent was the night.
Traditional German Carol, 1599
Translated by Theodore Baker, 1894
Harmony by Michael Praetorius, 1609

The Fifth Lesson
Pastor Joe Steele

The angel Gabriel salutes the blessed virgin Mary.
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with
you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the
sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.
Thanks be to God

The Prayer
The Homily
The Prayer of Intercessions and Thanksgiving

The Offertory Carol
Anna Frederick (Harp)

Veni Emmanuel
Arranged by Kim Robertson

Of the Father's Love Begotten
Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413)
Music – Divinum Mysterium
Plainsong,12th Century
Arranged by Charles Winfred Douglas, 1916

The Hymn
Congregation (Standing)

The Sixth Lesson
Reader: Ruling Elder Scott Lynn

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Thanks be to God

The Carol
A Christmas Antiphonal
Children:
Adults:
Children:
Adults:
Children:
Adults:
Children:
Adults:
Children:

Who is He that is born this night?
Tell us, O tell us!
He is Mary’s Son, the Holy Child,
Alleluia, alleluia.
Who is He that is born this night?
Tell us, O tell us!
He is God’s own Son, the Lord of all,
Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Alleluia!

Adults:

Alleluia!

Combined:

Alleluia!
Lyrics and Music by Hal H. Hopson

The Carol
Adult Choir, String Accompaniment

Still, Still, Still
Still, still, still, let all the world be still,
For Mary lays her son to rest,
Sings to him softly at her breast,
Still, still, still, let all the world be still.
Sleep, sleep, sleep, my dearest baby sleep,
The angels all rejoice and sing,
Heav’n for your delight shall ring,
Sleep, sleep, sleep, my dearest baby sleep.
Joy, joy, joy, my heart is filled with joy,
The God of love has left His throne,
Made this humble world his own,
Joy, joy, joy, my heart is filled with joy!
English Lyrics Translation by Meg Peacocke
German Carol arranged by Philip Ledger (1937-2012)

The Seventh Lesson
Reader: Ruling Elder Brian McFadden

The shepherds go to the manger.
Luke 2:8-16
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom
he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger.
Thanks be to God

The Hymn
Congregation (Seated)

The Eighth Lesson
Reader: Ruling Elder Allen Zumbach

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Matthew 2:1-12
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And
you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.
Thanks be to God

The Carol
Adult Choir

O Night Divine
O holy night; the stars are brightly shining;
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till he appeared, and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
O holy night! Come hear the angel voices,
O holy night, O night when Christ was born!
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts beside His cradle stand;
Led by the light, the star so brightly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from the Orient land.
O holy night; the stars are brightly shining;
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
‘Til He appeared, and the soul felt His worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
O holy night! Come hear the angel voices.
O holy night, O night when Christ was born.
O holy night, O night when Christ was born.
Lyrics by Cappeau de Roquemaure
Translated by John S. Dwight
Arranged by David Angerman and Joseph M. Martin
Based on a traditional Irish melody

The Carol
Adult Choir
French Horn soloist: Miss Amanda Miskovish

All My Heart This Night Rejoices
All my heart, all my heart rejoices, rejoices;
All my heart, all my heart.
All my heart this night rejoices
As I hear far and near sweetest angel voices.
All my heart, my heart rejoices.
“Christ is born,” their choirs are singing,
Till the air ev’rywhere now with joy is ringing.
Christ is born! Christ is born!
And all my heart rejoices.
Softly from His lowly manger Jesus calls one and all,
“You are safe from danger.
Children, from the sins that grieve you,
You are freed; all you need I will surely give you!”
And all my heart rejoices, all my heart rejoices, rejoices!
Come, then, banish all your sadness;
One and all, great and small,
Come with songs of gladness.
Love Him who with love is glowing;
Hail the Star, near and far light and joy bestowing!
All my heart, my heart rejoices!
Choirs are singing,
Joy is ringing:
Christ is born!
Lyrics by Paul Gerhardt (1653), Translated by Catherine Winkworth (1858)
Music by Johann Ebeling (1666), Arranged by Trevor Manor

The Ninth Lesson
Reader: Pastor Joe Steele

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light
but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh
nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth.
Thanks be to God

The Hymn
Congregation (Women/children only on first 2 lines of chorus)

The Hymn
Congregation (Standing)

The Prayer and Benediction
Pastor Joe Steele

The Choral Benediction
Congregation – Join the Choir

Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!
Hallelujah!
The kingdom of this world is become
The kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ!
And he shall reign for ever and ever!
King of kings and Lord of lords!
King of kings and Lord of lords!
And He shall reign forever and ever!
Forever and ever!
Hallelujah!
Words and music by George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)

Music Notes
Handel’s crowning achievement, Messiah was not an immediate success. In 1741,
Handel was heavily in debt following a string of musical failures. It seemed that his
career was ending, and he may even be forced to go to debtors’ prison. On April 8,
1741, Handel gave what he believed to be his final concert. Later that year, he was
given funding by a group of charities from Dublin, Ireland, to compose a new work
for a benefit performance that would help free men from debtors’ prison. Handel
would also receive his own commission for composing the work, which in turn,
helped him on his path to reversing his own misfortune.
The composition of Messiah the complete 260-page oratorio, began on August 22,
1741, and was composed in just 24 days, when Handel finished the final
orchestration on September 14, 1741. Handel composed Messiah without getting
much sleep or even eating much food. When his assistants brought him his meals,
they were often left uneaten. His servants would often find him in tears as he
composed. When he completed “Hallelujah,” he reportedly told his servant, “I did
think I did see all Heaven before me, and great God Himself seated on His throne,
with his company of Angels.”
Text for “Hallelujah” comes from the book of Revelation in the New Testament.
Revelation 19:6 says “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” A few verses
later in Revelation 19:16, the author John records, “And he hath on his vesture and
on his thigh a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” Finally, Revelation
11:15 reads, “And He shall reign for ever and ever.”
(Adapted from the Mormon Tabernacle Blog, “The History of ‘Hallelujah Chorus’
from Handel’s Messiah”)

Join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments in the lobby
immediately following the service today.

This Week at Westminster
Welcome guests! We’re delighted that you’ve come to worship with us here at Westminster this morning.
We pray that God will bless you richly through the service and the welcome of our congregation and that
you’ll worship with us again soon.
Adult Sunday School at Westminster: we will resume January 9, 2019.
Growth Groups for Adults: We offer several men’s, women’s, and mixed groups for study, fellowship and
prayer throughout the week. To see the full list of available groups, pick up an information card at the
Resource Center in the lobby or select ‘Adult Groups and Classes’ under ‘Ministries’ on the homepage of the
church website.

This Week & Beyond
Wednesday Night Youth Group will resume January 16, 2019.
Youth Events:
• December 19th is the deadline for Roots Registration! Sign up at
https://tnewman.wufoo.com/forms/z1rzd5kg1upa3q4/, fill out the Liability Waiver form, and then
give it to Eric Fulcher. The base price is $100 for weekend; $110 with t-shirt and $122 for t-shirt plus
extreme hike. Parents can pay at https://wpc-hsv.org/events/roots-2018/ or give your check to Eric
Fulcher - payable to Westminster, designating “ROOTS” on the memo line. (we need chaperones as
well as drivers).
• December 20th – RSVP by TODAY! Mystery Dinner at the Hammonds. You are welcome at 5:00;
dinner served at 5:30. Address: “Dave’s Diner” at 166 Derwent Lane, Huntsville, AL 35810
(Callington Estates, off Bob Wade Lane).
• December 29 at 10:00 am – Monte Sano Hike. Weather Permitting, we’ll hike 2-3 miles around the
Monte Sano Land Trust area.
• RYM – mark your calendar July 1-5, 2019
*** for more information--- see the weekly e-mail blast or contact Eric Fulcher.
Dinners of Eight—Sign up Now! Dinners of Eight are a way for us to get better acquainted with each
other here at WPC. Each month, beginning in January, eight people will get together for dinner at someone’s
house (or at a restaurant if that works better). The host will supply the main dish and bread, while the others
will be assigned to bring a vegetable, salad, or dessert to share. Groupings and assignments will rotate each
month so that when the cycle concludes, everyone will have had dinner and fellowship with 24 different
people. Couples and singles are invited. Interested? Sign-up on the blue sheet today! You can join until
Sunday, Dec. 23.
Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for your support of prayers, cards, visits, and encouragement
during Ryan’s long fight with brain cancer. Also, please know that your prayers, food, cards, and support at
his death are appreciated more than we can say. God has truly blessed us through His people, may He
be praised. Gary and Pat Corder

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Dec 23, 30 No Sunday School or Evening Worship
Dec 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (5-6 pm)
Jan 9
Wed Night Activities Resume
Office Closed Dec 24-28; Dec 31 & Jan

Sunday’s Servants
SERVING
NURSERY – Morning Worship

NURSERY – Sunday School

TODAY: Dec 16, 2018
Angie & Scooter Johnson, April
Stegman
Garrett Grady, Kendall Branscomb
Deb & Emma McFadden
-----

NEXT WEEK: Dec 23, 2018
Rebecca Harness, Emily
Vechinski, Lady Emrich
Bill Emrich
Alex Covert
-----

NURSERY – Evening Worship

Eion Grady, Lucy Fulcher

-----

HEAD USHER

Lee Talmadge

Steve Stegman

SEXTON COUNTER

Matt Harness, Wade Pettus

Wade Pettus, Art McKinney

SOUND

Clif Barnes, Jacqueline Bryant

Clif Barnes, Eric Fulcher

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
COMMUNION SET UP

Charlie Grady
Crowhursts

Charlie Grady
-----

December 2018
YTD Actual

Attendance for Dec 9, 2018

General

Missions

$745,135

$62,532

YTD Budget
Annual Budget

Morning Worship - 314
Sunday School - 221

$820,000

$70,000

Evening Worship - 112

Year-end Giving: Don't forget---all year-end gifts must be post-marked no later than
midnight, December 31st to be included on your contribution statement for 2018!

Joe Steele
David Hammond
Stephen Hooks

Pastoral Staff
Sr. Pastor
Asst. Pastor
WCA Head of School/Asst. Pastor

joe.steele@wpc-hsv.org
david.hammond@wca-hsv.org
stephen.hooks@wca-hsv.org

Tom Adams
Bertha Dykstra
Rebecca Johnson
Curry Knight
Jessica Perez
Mary Spybey
Tracey Zumbach

Ministry Team
Director of Music
Pianist
Music Intern
Administrator
Nursery Coordinator
Office Manager
Children’s Ministry Director

teadams102557@gmail.com
bertha.dykstra@wca-hsv.org
rebecca.johnson@wpc-hsv.org
curry.knight@wpc-hsv.org
jessica.perez@wpc-hsv.org
mary.spybey@wpc-hsv.org
tracey.zumbach@wpc-hsv.org

Poinsettias Dedication
Tom & Ellise Adams

The Nemati Family

In Honor of Gorden Darnell
In Honor of Ken Adams
In Honor of Ruby Adams

In Memory of Gerald Matin Herber
In Memory of James Gordon Davis
In Memory of Cheryl Curran

John & Susann Anderson
In Memory of Karen Alm

Bill & Lady Emrich
In Memory of Ethan Emrich
In Memory of William Emrich, Sr.

Dave & Carol Evans
Dedicated to Buell & Margaret Evans
Dedicated to Watt McCallum

Bob & Lynn Frederick
In Honor of James Tozer

Fulcher Family

Fay Newman
In Memory of sister, Esther
In Memory of brother, Paul

Scott & Barbara Nicol
In Memory of Carl and Ann Jackson
In Memory of Douglas & Betty Nicol

Amanda Pettus
In Memory of Evelyn Frances

Malcolm & Christa Post
In Memory of Sandy Cox
In Memory of Richard Post

Jim & Juanita Service

In Honor of Eleanor Fulcher
Dedicated to Susan Bryan

Dedicated to Craig Aiken

Joel Hall

In Memory of my Husband, Eddie

In Memory of Martha Hall

David & Dixie Hammond

Anne Sprague
The Stegman Family

In Honor of Paul & Lorraine Alexander

In Honor of Gary & Gloria Stegman
In Honor of Bob & Carolyn Jeffus

Cyndy Hooks

Pat Thompson

In Honor of Ricky Sparks

In Honor of Dick Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Souder

Warren & Kathy Jackson
In Honor of those who have gone to Glory

Scooter & Angie Johnson
In Memory of Laurel Mariah Johnson
In Memory of Bob & Jane Johnson
In Memory of Buren & Satoko Craig
In Memory or Ryan Corder

Ann Streeter
In Honor of Debbie Kaufmann’s Birthday
In Honor of Kathy Mansfield’s Birthday
In Honor of Lisa Pomnitz’s Birthday

Suzanne Wellborn
In Honor of Levi Hughes
In Memory of John Humphrey Goucher

