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Westminster Presbyterian Church (WPC) of Huntsville, Alabama 

is part of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 

and is seeking to call a Senior Pastor to lead and serve alongside our congregation.

OUR HISTORY
Westminster Presbyterian Church began with three families meeting as a home Bible study 
group in the mid-1950s.  By July 1955, the group became known and was organized as “First 
Bible Presbyterian Church.” Rev. Clarence Stroup led the church as an organizing pastor. He was 
ordained and installed in October 1955.  In 1956, Rev. Stroup resigned, and Rev. Ted Engstrom 
served as Pastor until 1958 when he entered the mission field. Worship began in a restaurant 
and then in Terry Heights Elementary School (present site of Sonnie Herford III Elementary).  

On August 15, 1957, the church incorporated, taking the name First Reformed Presbyterian 
Church.  Through the efforts of the little congregation, seven acres were purchased at 3100 
University Drive, and a 3,000-square foot building was completed in 1958.  By the time Pastor 
Paul Alexander and his wife Lorraine arrived in the summer of 1958, the church had 18 
members, and within nine months membership grew to 45, and a particular church was formed.

In 1965 our Church became the Reformed Presbyterian Church to reflect the merger of our 
denomination with the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod (RPCES). A three 
hundred seat sanctuary was completed in 1970 but was subsequently destroyed on November 
27, 1973, in a tornado.  Baptists, Methodists and Christian Church congregations across the
Tennessee Valley lovingly helped us recover.  

Our church took its current name, Westminster Presbyterian Church, in 1982, as a result of 
joining the Presbyterian Church in America.  In the summer of 1994, Community Presbyterian 
Church of Madison, Alabama merged with Westminster Presbyterian Church.

COMMUNICANTS

PASTOR

CAMPUS

BUDGET

1957

18

Clarence Stroup

Terry Heights

Elementary

1977

77

Paul Alexander

University Drive

$72,696

1967

138

Paul Alexander

University Drive

$40,879

WPC

Westminster Presbyterian has a history of planting churches in North Alabama and the greater 
Huntsville area.  Southwood Presbyterian Church in southeast Huntsville began as a 
daughter church of Westminster with a group of lay families starting evening Bible study in 
January 1986.  North Hills Presbyterian Church in Meridianville began meeting as a daughter 
church of Westminster in 1997 becoming a particular church with a chartering service on March 
14, 1999.  Westminster, through our Presbytery, continues to support the planting and growing 
of churches.   We also assist Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) ministries on the campuses of 
Alabama A&M University and the University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH). 

Westminster moved to Evangel Drive in north-central Huntsville in 1982.  The congregation 
worshiped first in the gymnasium until a sanctuary was completed in 1986. WPC moved to our 
present location on Johns Road in 2010.  Once again after worshiping in the gym, Westminster 
began meeting in our current sanctuary in January 2016.  Our Brockway campus at the corner 
of Johns Road and Oakwood Road places WPC with Westminster Christian Academy (WCA) at a 
prominent intersection along Huntsville’s Research Park Boulevard.

Christian education has consistently been an important ministry in the life of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.  Westminster Christian Academy, began in 1964 as Presbyterian Day 
School with one kindergarten and an enrollment of 20 students and was located in an addition 
to the church building on University Drive. By 1969, junior high school children enrolled. In 
1971 three small classroom buildings were built behind the sanctuary to add enrollment.  Today 
WCA continues to offer Christian parents academic excellence in the context of God’s eternal 
truth.

Reflective of our Presbyterian heritage and our scientific and technical community, WPC families 
place importance on education.  Our congregation respects the choices of each family in the 
education of their children whether it be public, private, Christian or homeschool.

Over our nearly sixty-year history, we have had six Pastors:  Clarence Stroup (1955-1956), Ted 
Engstrom (1956-1958), Paul Alexander (1958-2000), Bill Smith (2001-2004), Charles Wingard 
(2005-2015) and Nathan Eldridge (2016-2017).

Please visit our website for more information on the life of our church: www.wpc-hsv.org

1987

180

Paul Alexander

Evangel Campus

$360,147

1997

181

Paul Alexander

Evangel Campus

$480,614

2007

265

Dr. Charlie Wingard

Evangel Campus

$625,829

2017

351

Nathan Eldridge

Brockway Campus

$810,000
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WPC VISION AND MISSION SUMMARY

The five essential activities in the life of the church are
 worship, discipleship, evangelism, fellowship, and works of mercy. 

With regard to worship, the liturgy we follow in our Sunday 
morning services is grounded in the Word of God and effectively 
draws on the wisdom of the historical liturgy, especially from the
Reformed tradition. With regard to discipleship, the Bible teaches 
that the three-fold goal of discipleship is to assist members to: 
know the Lord, to do the Lord’s will, and to be like the Lord. In the 
great commission, God calls His people to evangelize. Evangelism 
not only consists of the church going out to gather the lost, but 
also the church drawing the lost to Christ through a gospel-
centered community. The Bible provides useful metaphors for 
Christian fellowship (a Building, a Body, a Bride) to help us 
understand what brothers and sisters ‘in Christ’ living in
community should look like. Lastly, with regard to mercy ministries, 
every Christian doctrine that we hold dear provides a theological 
basis for active participation in mercy ministries.

The Session at WPC believes the mission for WPC is to faithfully 
promote and facilitate these five activities in the life of the church. 
The sources of power God provides to accomplish this are the 
ordinary means of grace (the public reading and preaching of 
the Word of God; the sacraments, publicly administered; and a 
life of prayer, especially expressed corporately in the church). It 
is by these and the work of the Holy Spirit that our congregation 
can grow in obedience and faith to live as the Building, Body, and 
Bride that God desires us to be.

WORSHIP
WPC has a rich tradition of filling the pulpit with men who love the 
Word of God as the only rule for faith and practice of God’s peo-
ple and who preach with power and clarity. We continue to remain 
committed to the covenant nature of worship and the traditional 
reformed liturgy that flows out of that belief. We are committed to 
the general flow of morning worship: Call to worship, Confession, 
and Forgiveness, Scripture Readings and Sermon, The Lord’s 
Supper, and Benediction. In the particulars of executing this 
general outline, there remains liberty, and we commend 
exercising that liberty to meet the needs of all God’s people. It is 
the desire of the WPC Session that our senior pastor assist them 
in determining the best way to meet the needs of all God’s people in our worship services, 
whether they are mature Christians or new in their faith.

DISCIPLESHIP
The Session at WPC is committed to discipleship through biblical preaching and teaching and 
application through teaching. Spiritual maturity is accomplished via shepherding and coun-
seling within God’s covenant family. Effective Sunday School classes for all ages are essential 
for the edification and building up of the body of Christ. WPC is committed to providing Bible 
studies, book studies and other discipleship occasions for men and women to grow in grace. 

Elders are called to be shepherds of God’s people, and deacons are called to be committed to 
service. The Session desires to continue development of the Student Ministries which have 
enjoyed recent growth at WPC. The Session of WPC desires our senior pastor to: train and lead 
the Session in shepherding the congregation; assist Session in identifying members of the 
congregation willing and able to take positions of leadership and equip them to serve; assist 

Session in identifying members of the congregation willing to 
teach and equip them for that task; assist Session in identifying 
ways for WPC to more effectively team with Westminster Christian 
Academy to maximize Kingdom impact.

EVANGELISM
The leadership and congregation of WPC recognize that while we 
are actively engaged in world missions, we are an inward-facing 
congregation and not sufficiently engaged in actively taking the 
gospel in word and deed to Madison County. With this in mind, 
the Session of WPC: has committed themselves to devote more 
time to praying for the lost in Madison County; will seek to partner 
with area PCA churches and RUF to impact Madison County for 
Christ; will continue to support and promote foreign missions; and 
will encourage participation of members in short-term missions. It 
is the desire of the Session of WPC that our senior pastor assist the 
Session in developing a more outward-facing countenance. We 
desire our senior pastor to come alongside of Session and 
execute a plan for WPC to have a greater impact on Madison 
County for Christ.

FELLOWSHIP
There are communities within WPC that enjoy warm and intimate 
fellowship, but there are others where we fall short. The Session of 
WPC is striving to discern what additional fellowship and 
encouragement activities are needed to supplement current
opportunities which include: the Crown Club for seniors, Dinners 
of 8, the Young Adult Sunday School class, and men’s and wom-
en’s retreats. It is the desire of the Session of WPC that our senior 
pastor assist them in developing a more comprehensive approach 
to providing fellowship and encouragement opportunities for the 
whole congregation. These could include a reorganization of adult 
Sunday School classes, modifications to Sunday night services or 
any number of other methods for building up the body of Christ.

MERCY
One way to become a congregation with a more outward focus 

is through mercy ministry. The Session supports the Deacons’ monthly financial support for the 
Huntsville Assistance Program (HAP), the Downtown Rescue Mission, and the Huntsville 
Pregnancy Resource Center. The Session is pleased with WPC’s continued support for the 
Samaritan’s Purse “Operation Christmas Child” program and supports building on WPC’s recent 
response to hurricane relief by supporting MNA Disaster Relief efforts.

It is Session’s desire that our senior pastor assist the Session and Diaconate to build
partnerships with established ministries in order to teach us how to minister to human needs 
without having to invent our own ministries.
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OUR MEMBERSHIP DEMOGRAPHICS AND CHURCH SURVEY RESULTS

The WPC Pastoral Search Committee conducted a congregational survey in December 2017 to 
understand congregant perspectives on many aspects of church life and assist the committee in 

developing an accurate pastoral profile to recruit our senior pastor.  

Demographics and top-level findings from the survey follow:

Most of our members are married, and our congregation has a wide age distribution.

Years of membership are evenly distributed across our congregation.

Most members were initially drawn to WPC because of: Biblical preaching, reformed theology, 
traditional worship style and the pastoral staff.

There is overwhelming agreement that worship needs to be God-focused, scriptural, include 
preaching from the Old and New Testaments, include the historical elements of worship, and be 
relevant to Christian living.

Our members indicated that teaching, discipleship and effective education of adults should 
receive more attention in our congregation.  WPC members are pleased with the recent growth 
of our college and career ministry.

Our members are extremely pleased with WPC’s children’s ministry and believe it to be meeting 
the needs of our congregation effectively.

A common theme to improve ministry for all ages and groups is a desire to identify areas and 
opportunities for member service.  Members expressed a strong desire for encouragement in 
discovering and using their particular gifts.

The congregation believes that there is a proper emphasis on foreign and domestic missions 
through our missions committee. However, most members expressed the need for increased 
emphasis on sharing the gospel with unchurched people, acts of charity (inside and outside the 
church) and with local missions that respond to the needs of our local community.

The survey indicated opportunities to improve communication.  Members expressed a very 
strong desire for communication concerning theological and Biblical reasoning as important 
decisions are made in the life of the church.  Additionally, they desire improved communication 
with leadership to be able to express ideas for new ministries and activities.  Members believe 
there is an opportunity for church ministry groups to collaborate and communicate more 
effectively.  

A clear majority of members felt their elder knew them, cared for them and was available if 
needed. Many believe that conflicts are handled Biblically, can identify what is distinctive about 
WPC and find that our cooperation with our Presbytery is appropriately supported. Many 
members stated that WPC is known for Westminster Christian Academy and our traditional 
worship services.

While most members felt WPC was a welcoming church where they would feel comfortable 
inviting their unchurched friends, many are seeking additional opportunities for fellowship 
where support, encouragement and deeper Christian relationships could be built.  Members 
see worship, children’s ministry, administration, leadership and college and career ministry as 
our strengths.  Members also believe that outreach, discipleship, and fellowship are areas that 
could be improved.

In general, the survey results indicate a 
healthy church with many strengths, but also 
identify areas where growth is needed.

SingleMarried Widowed Under 18 18 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44
45 to 54 55 to 64 Over 65

Under 1 Year
11 to 20 Years

1 to 5 Years
20 Years

6 to 10 Years
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OUR PRESBYTERY

Providence Presbytery: 17 Churches and 2 RUF Ministries (marked with school icon)

Westminster Presbyterian is a member church of Providence Presbytery which covers North 
Alabama.  There are 17 PCA Churches and two Reformed University Fellowship Ministries in our 
Presbytery.   Ministers in the Providence Presbytery enjoy a warm and collegial fellowship.  
Westminster works with our Presbytery in church planting, Reformed University Fellowship 
support, and in worship.  Recent events have included a city-wide Men’s Rally, hosted by 
Westminster, and a Presbytery worship service of thankfulness for 500 years of reformation 
hosted by Southwood Presbyterian.   
 
OUR TEACHING ELDERS
Westminster currently has two teaching elders:  Rev. Bob Bruson is the Assistant Pastor and 
now serves as Interim Pastor.  Rev. Stephen Hooks is a teaching elder and serves as the Head of 
School for Westminster Christian Academy.

OUR SESSION
WPC currently has 12 ruling elders serving on its session. Most elders are professionals in the 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields, reflecting the Huntsville pro-
fessional community.

OUR DEACONS
Westminster deacons perform acts of sympathy and service. Our deacons care for our facilities 
and administer our deacons’ fund, which is used to meet physical and financial needs.   There 
are 12 men currently serving on the board of deacons, many of whom are also professionals in 
STEM fields.  For the year through November 2017, the deacons’ fund distributed $12,889 to 
meet the needs of 7 families.  Additionally, the deacons distributed gift cards to meet small
 immediate needs and contributed $4,000 each to the Huntsville Assistance Program, Choose 
Life of North Alabama and the Downtown Rescue Mission.  Approximately $1,760 of the 
deacons’ fund was given to MNA Disaster Relief.

OUR MINISTRIES
Children’s Ministry    |   Children at Westminster get the kind of care, 
encouragement, and teaching which promotes well-rounded Christian 
disciples. They learn the fundamental doctrines of the faith and how all of 
Scripture reveals God’s plan of redemption in Christ.  Westminster care and 
spiritual training of our covenant children are reflected in the nursery, Sun-
day school, Bible school, and service opportunities.

Youth Ministry   |   Westminster provides training and fellowship for our
students through Sunday school, Bible study, and fellowship.  WPC youth 
represent a diverse group of schools across our community (homeschool, 
public, private and Westminster Christian Academy). Students regularly 
participate in missional projects including service at the Palmer Home for 
Children in Hernando, Mississippi.

Adult Groups and Classes   |   Westminster offers a variety of small groups for study, 
fellowship, and prayer throughout the week.  Opportunities include Sunday school, Home 
Fellowship Groups, Dinners of 8, Men’s Bible Studies, Ladies’ Bible Studies and the Crown Club for 
our senior members.

College and Career Ministry   |   Westminster’s proximity to the growing University of Alabama in 
Huntsville and our relationship with the UAH Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) have allowed 
us to provide a church home to university students as they study in Huntsville.  Our growing 
ministry to students and young adults offers an opportunity for fellowship and spiritual growth.

Women in the Church (WIC)   |   The WIC council coordinates and encourages spiritual growth, 
fellowship opportunities, and mercy outreach for the women of the congregation and their 
families.  This is done through the teaching of the Word in several women’s Bible studies each 
semester, organizing women-specific social gatherings, providing meals to families of the church 
in times of need, support for local outreach programs (such as the Pregnancy Resource Center or 
encouraging teachers at WCA), and assisting in other church-wide events as requested.

Missions   |   Westminster considers support and engagement with local, national and
international missions a critical element of our Church’s missional commitment to Christ’s Great 
Commission. Missions funds are collected through our annual Faith Promise campaign above and 
beyond regular tithes and giving.  The current yearly missions fund is $67,820.  Our list of 
supported missions and missionaries follows:

Local: 
Vinney & Molly Athey (RUF (UAH)) 
Alex Shipman & Amos Williams (The Village 
Church)
Lincoln Village Ministries 

RUF (Alabama A&M University)
Scottsboro Church Plant (with Providence Presbytery)
Huntsville Pregnancy Resource Center
Downtown Rescue Mission
Huntsville Assistance Program.

National and International:  
James & Jacki Gildard (MTW-France)
Herro & Anya Hacquebord (MTW Ukraine)
Joe & Becky Harrell (MTW-Columbia)
John Hunt (MTW-Retired)
Justin & Alanna (Serge-Sensitive Field)
Kiev Seminary (MTW-Ukraine)
Ron Klein (High Mark-Viet Nam)
Michael & Mary (MTW-Sensitive Field)
Mike & Robin McMahan (MTW-Zimbabwe)
Dr. Jim & Marianna Peipon (Ukraine Medical 
Outreach-Ukraine) 

Odessa Day School (MTW-Ukraine)
Steve & Amy Robertson (MTW-Chile)
Dr. Jim & Karan (MTW-Sensitive Field)
Cassius & Valerie Smith (TransWorld Radio-Global)
Dr. Wiley & Karon Smith (MTW-Global)
Bob & Joan Tanzie (MTW-Spain)
Emmanuel Tinev (Presbyterian Evangelistic
Fellowship-Bulgaria)
Max & Nina Tykhonov (Presbyterian Evangelistic
Fellowship-Ukraine)
Tom & Teresa Wilson ( MTW-Japan)
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WESTMINSTER CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Westminster Christian Academy (WCA) is a ministry of WPC, and our pastor serves as a member 
of the school board.  WCA offers Christian parents academic excellence in the context of God’s 
eternal truth with grades K4 to 12. WCA is accredited by AdvancED.  Current enrollment is 
approximately 720 students, representing 144 congregations.  Westminster remains committed 
to its mission of preparing students to impact their world for the kingdom of Christ.
A school board of seven members oversees Westminster Christian Academy. WCA board 
members are not required to be WPC members.  Vacancies in the board are self-selected by the 
board rather than the WPC session.   The WPC senior pastor is an ex officio, voting school board 
member. The board hires the Head of School, who is responsible for the full operation of the 
Academy. The WCA School Board and Head of School annually present a school performance 
report to the church Session. WCA currently occupies two campuses. The Lower School Campus 
is a K4-5th-grade school, approximately 4 miles northwest of the Upper School campus. The 
Upper School campus on Johns Road houses grades 6-12 and is governed by one high school 
principal with an assistant.
Please visit www.wca-hsv.org for more information.

ABOUT HUNTSVILLE AND MADISON COUNTY

Westminster is located in the metropolitan Huntsville area and has membership living 
across North Alabama.  Huntsville is distinctive in military, space, telecommunications, 
biotechnology, diversified manufacturing and a variety of emerging specialties which 
provide challenging work in delightful surroundings. The area enjoys a favorable cost of 
living and quality of life. Mountains, lakes, woodlands and the Tennessee River 
accommodate numerous recreational activities. A temperate climate enhances the 
season for outdoor sports, including world-class golf, hiking, biking, and fishing. 

Redstone Arsenal is a 38,000-acre federal research, development, test and engineering 
center and is home to the Army’s missile, aviation and missile defense programs, the 
Missile Defense Agency, and the Defense Intelligence Agency.  Redstone is the 
principal location for Army materiel management, logistics, and foreign military sales.  
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center is also headquartered at Redstone. Arsenal 
agencies and program offices currently employ more than 37,000 people who manage 
more than $50 billion in annual federal budgets.

Huntsville was established in 1805 by pioneer John Hunt, who settled in the area now 
known as the Big Spring. Delegates from the Alabama Territory met in Huntsville to write 
the constitution enabling Alabama to become the 22nd state of the Union. Huntsville 
grew into an important center for cotton trading, as well as a significant transportation 
hub. The surprise capture of the Memphis & Charleston Railroad’s Huntsville Depot 
during the Civil War resulted in private homes being spared. Huntsville boasts the 
South’s largest concentration of antebellum homes. 

Today, Huntsville is a high-tech city. Launched in the 1950s with the U.S. space and
 rocket industry, it was here that a team of scientists, led by Dr. Wernher von Braun,
 designed and tested the rockets that put a man on the moon.

More information on our community may be found at www.huntsville.org 
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The Brockway Campus: WPC and WCA Upper School
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THE PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE, PROCESS, AND TIMELINE

The Westminster Pastoral Search Committee consists of nine members nominated and elected 
in the summer of 2017 by the congregation to seek a Senior Pastor for our church. Our 
membership follows:

Allen Zumbach (Chairman), Ron Klein (Co-Chairman), Robert “Scooter” Johnson (Secretary), 
Anna Bosma, John Gunn, Virginia Lynn, Monday Mbila, Erica Parker and Steve Stegman. 

Our general preference for our future Senior Pastor is someone aged 40-55, a leader with 
pastoral experience, who is proficient in reformed Biblical preaching and teaching.  Our more 
detailed church and pastor profile may be found at: 
www.pcaac.org/get-involved/pastoral-job-positions

Working closely with our Session Leadership and through the providence of God, our 
committee seeks to identify our future Senior Pastor.  We desire to have a Pastoral Candidate 
named to our congregation on or before the summer of 2018.  Anticipating that our next Pastor 
may have school-aged children, we want to accommodate a smooth transition for his family to 
our community and school.

For information on the Westminster Pastoral Search, please contact: 

Allen Zumbach
allen.zumbach@westminster-pc.org

or
Ron Klein

ron.klein@westminster-pc.org


