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DON'T BURY IT! DESTROY IT

Idols are hard to eliminate. When an idol in our life is revealed, we often bury it instead
of rooting it out. We think by burying it, it is out of sight and we are good. The problem is
that idol will appear in our lives somewhere, somehow. When you are weeding in your
garden, if you just clip the top off the weed you have hot dealt with it because it WILL
come up again. You have to pull it up by the root, often having to dig deep to get all the
parts of the root. Don't even leave a little piece. James tells us whenh we serve our idols,
when we live like the world, that we are setting ourselves up as enemies of God. James says
to the people in the church if this is them, that they are an adulterous people. Ouch! That is
harsh. Yet that is the picture that James wishes to convey whenh our passions and desires
are for the world instead of God. And what is the result of living this double minded life of
worshipping God on ohe hand and serving idols on the other? We are told that we will fight,
quarrel, covet and murder. Root the idol out. Repent of worldiiness.

How do we destroy those idols in our lives. James 4 says we are to draw hear to God,
resist the devil, weep ahd mourh over your sin. We have to hate our sin and become more
and more like Jesus. That is right, we are to ask God to sanctify us. We can only do this as
we read our Bibles, pray, put ourselves in positions where we can learn and grow in our faith

Dealing with idols is hard. John Calvin said our hearts are idol factories. Living in this
world will provide us with all kinds of opportunities to serve this world and its idols. That is
the battle we deal with in our flesh. But God does not leave us alohe to fight this battle with
our passions, but he promises to draw hear to us and to exalt us as we submit to Hm. What
apromise. You don't fight this battle alone. Take it to Jesus in prayer.

Questions: E-mail Mike at mwolcott@trinityhbg.com or text at 717-379-7490
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“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn’t come from a store. Maybe
Christmas ... perhaps... means a little bit more” The Grinch




