FAMILY WORSHIP HELPS
WEEK 12

THis WEEK's Focus

QUESTION 12: What special act of providence did God exercise toward man
in the estate wherein he was created?

ANSWER: When God had ereated man, he entered into a cov-
enant of life with him, upon condition of perfect obedience; for-

bidding him to eart of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
tpgan  Gain of aidalh.
L [

Praise: Sing ['salm 250
Scripture; Read Genesis 2:7-17
Key Thought: The covenant of life originated with God alone
Questions:

Whar is a covenant?
@ Was God obligated to make a covenant with Adam?
& Did Adam have the option of not accepting the covenant?
@ Did God owe Adam anything for his obedience?
@ Whar does this teach us about God's sovercignty?
@  Whar does this teach us abour our dury as crearures®
Prayer

Notes: This week we will examine the covenant of life that God made with Adam
before the Fall. Today's focus is on the fact that this covenane, like all of God's cov-
enants, was initiated by God Himself The word “covenant” has been defined as “an
agreement between two or more parties.” This definition is accurare in describing
covenants berween men, bur it falls short with regard to God's covenants. A cov-
enant is an agreement, to be sure, but God's covenants are not agreements between
equal parties. Rather, they are imposed by God according to His purposes alone
Adam did not seck out this covenant, nor did he have the oprion of refusing it
Explain to your children thar God, as Creator, has the right to require what He wall
of His creatures. Neither did God “owe” Adam any reward for obeving the cov-
enant. The fact thar God promised a blessing to Adam for obedience shows God's
grace, since He could mghtly have required obedience regardless of the covenant.
Lxplain to your children that as God's creatures, they are required to obey His com-
mandments. Show them that God's promise of blessing to those who obey Him is a
wonderful act ul"gmﬂ:. Praise 1him for His sovereign authority, ask Him ﬁ:rgr:a-:c to
walk in obedience to His Word daily, and thank Him for His covenant merey.
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Praise: Sing Psalm 250

Scripture: Read Genesis 2:7-17

Key Thought: The covernant of life showed God' authority

Questions:

@ When two men ma
the agreement?

e a covenant, what happens if one of them breaks

Whar authorities are there among men to oversee their covenants with
one another?
H:,' whose ;1l|t|'|n-1'il'j.' was the covenant of hife made with Adam?

Whao holds you accountable for your actions?

When you sin, whose authority are you challenging? How?

I what ways have you rebelled against God's authority®
Prayer

O
&
&G Who would held Adam accountable for keeping the covenant?
i
i
i

Notes: We have seen that God's covenants are initiated by Himselfand imposed
upon His creatures for His own purposes. The transcendent God - not man

is the source of His covenants. Today we will consider the fact that God's au-
thoriry is also the force behind His covenants. Every true covenant is backed by
soumie authority. When men make covenants with one another, their agreements
are overseen and enforced by some visible authority, whether in the church or
in the civil arena. The covenant of life was enforced by God's own personal
authority. Adam would have to answer to God for his obedience or disobedi-
ence to the covenant. This aspect of the covenant of life demonstrates God's
authority over His ereatures and their responsibility to Him. To break the cov-
enant of life would mean to rebel against God's authority, challenging Him to

enforce His Word. Explain to your children that all sin is a challenge to God's
authority as Creator. Show them that just as Adam had to answer to God for
his obedience or disobedience to the covenant of life, so we will all answer to
God for our actions. Discuss the fact that God has ordained earthly authorities
in the family, church, and state to represent His authority over His creatures,
Pray together, con Fi.‘.'-i!-:ing rebellion against God's authority and asking I lim for
hearts that -;.'|L‘lig|'|r Cis L‘Jl‘.lt‘j Hix commandments.

WEDNESDAY

Praise: Sing Psalim 25C

Scripture; Read Genesis 2:7-17: Romans 7:7
Key Thuught: The coverant n:]]'-.fjj'[* had a condition.
Questions:



Have you ever made a formal agreement or covenant? Were there
conditions? What were they?

Cn whar condition did God promise life to Adam?

Dioes this mean that Adam could earn God's favor by whar he did>
Whar was Adam’s dl.lr:.' roward God before the covenant of life?
What was Adam’s duty toward God after the covenant of life?
Why then, did God make a conditional covenant with Adam?

Prayer

pEeRR B

Notes: So far we have seen that biblical covenants, including the covenant of life,
originate with God and are enforced by His authority Another feature of bibli-
cal covenants is the presence of conditions that must be obeyed. All human
COVENants or contracts require some Hpcciﬁ-: action or actions from the partics
involved. So it is with God's covenants. The condition of the covenant of life
was perfect obedience to God's command not to eat of the Tree of the Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil. Explain to your children thar this condition did not
mean that Adam could earn God's favor by his obedience. Before the covenant
of life was given, Adam’s duty was to obey His Creator, The specific terms of
the covenant of life did not -‘.‘il;l:lg-;‘ this basic -;,‘Jl.ll}'_ Bt 1|'||:;-.' did provide a visible
test of Adam’s obedience. The commandment not to eat of the Tree of Knowl-
edge was the first negative command given by God. It was the first time God
told Adam not to do something. The purpose was nart to give Adam a way of
earning God's favor, but rather to show his need o trust in God's will and to
submit to His commands in order to be truly happy and blessed. By giving Adam
a negative commandment, God showed him that there was a way of life (obedi-
ence) and a way of death {disobedience). Adam could not have known this apart
from the covenant of life, Paul says that he did not know what sin was apart
from the commandment. Explain to your children that the purpose of God's
commandments is to show us the way of life and the way of death.

URSDAY

Praise: Sing Psalm 25C

Scripture: Read Genesis 2:7-17; Romans 6:23

Key Thought: The covenant af life had a penalry for disobedience
(Questions:

@ What was the penalty for breaking the covenant of life?
& Towhom did Adam owe his life and |'|;]|_'r[,1ui|h_':~::~."

@ Can there be life and happiness apart from God?

G What would Adam’s disobedience say abour God?

G Why is death the just consequence of sin?

Prayer
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Notes: The Covenant of Life was originated by God and enforced by His au-
thoriry. It carried a condition of perfect obedience to God's command. It also
included a specific penalty for disobedience. Explain to your children that there
are always consequences for disobedience. The pen: 1|1'l. tor breaking the com-
mand to abstain from eating the fruit of the tree of know ledge was death. At
first, death may seem like a harsh penalry for eating a picce of fruat, but there
was a much larger issue at stake. Adam’s disobedience ro God's command would
amount to a rejection of God, to whom he owed his life and happiness. Explore
the implications of Adam'’s disobedience with your children, ! m that
-ason against God, who is our source of life. Because of this, the just
penalty for sin is death. Pray that God will open your eyes to understand the
seriousness of sin and its consequences.

FEIIYAY

Praise; Sing Psalm 250

Scripture: Read Genesis 2:7-17: 1 Connthians 15:21-22

Key Thought: The covenant of life affected Adam’ descendants,

Q‘I;]:EEIJDILS
Are o man's children affecred by s decisions? Cire ex: imples.

f.n Would Adam’s descendants be affected by his obedience or disobedience
to the covenant of life?

& How did Adam’s disobedience affect his children? How does it affect you?

 What provision has God made for you?

Prayer

Notes: In receiving the covenant of life, Adam stood as a representative of all of
his descendants, Discuss with your children how the actions and decisions af
men affect their children. Apply this to Adam’s role as the representative of
the whaole human race, showing your children how his disobedience has af-
fected them, and pointing them to the provision that God has made for us in
Christ, who is called the "second Adam.” Praise God IUH"-'I"‘:F for His gracc
through Jesus Christ and pray for faith to take hold of His g[flt of eternal life
which He accomplished through His perfect obedience to God's commands
and His sacrificial death o fulfil the penalty for us.
Lk

Mot ﬂrl!]'ﬂﬁlr lessons prer week are dncheded, You are enconraged to fead your family in worship seven
darys @ week. On weekends, you may want to review or busld wpon the Iessans from the previons week, discuss
the sermon_from Sunday morning. or work on guestions front the Catechism or mensory verses, These
lesson sueggestions are intended to provide a simple framework for parents fo build spess. You are sor linsited

to this content. The habit L:|I1?|IL:'FTIJ-.|L|: and t‘l'i'lrfl:!ilr.:ll]?l]. y worship is the biblical ideal. We hope you can wse
thess lessons as e starting paint for the E.rﬁ'L'II-:IFH:'Ir.'.Irl' -\.:lr.'l:l Hr.-::.-.xi'll:llurrin' L:j:,fr'uua]'!' worship i your hone



