FAMILY WORSIITIPTIELPS
WEEK s

THI1s WEEK'S FOCUs
QUESTION §: Are there more gods than one?
ANSWER: There is but one Ulﬂj.'. the ]i\'il];.__!l and true God.

Praise: Sing Psalm 864

Scripture: Read Deuteronomy 4:32-40

Key Thought: The living and true God alone must be obeyed

Questions:

@ What grear things did God do for the people of [sracl?
Why did He do these things for them? (v 35)

What else did God do for Isracl?

As our Creator, does God have the right to rule us?
What does He promise if we obey? What if we disobey?

Prayer

@
@
G How were the people supposed o respond? (vv 39-40)
L1
@

Notes: Question 5 of the Sherter Catechism asserts that there is only one God, and
that He is the ]l".'iﬂgI and true God. This week we will focus on some passages

of Scripture rhar show us our durties roward Him in light of this fact. Today's
emphasis is on the fact that God alone is to be obeyed. Diiscuss the passage
from Deuteronomy with your family using the questions above as a guide. Help
them to understand that God has graciously revealed Himself to His people as
their Creator and their Deliverer. No false god can make the claims that the
rrue God can make, God's mighty works and His revealed Word show us clearly
that He alone is God. As our Creator, He has every right to command our
obedience to His statutes. Yetalthough He could command us to abey regard-
less of our good, 1e is gracious and compassionate, and promises to bless us as
we submit to His laws. Exhort yvour children that obedience to God is not an
eption. He is our Maker and we are under obligation to Him. When we dis-
obey, we are in rebellion against the only true God. Not only that, but we dis-
regard the many mighty and gracious works He has done to make Himself
known to us. Discuss the seriousness of disobedience as well as the blessed-
ness of obedience. Pray together for obedient hearts,
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Praise: Sing Psa
Seripture: Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9; John 14:15

Key Thought: The living and true God alone must be loved

Questions:

6: Whart does it mean to love the Lord with all of your heart?

@& Whart does it mean to love the Lord with all of your soul?

G Whar does it mean to love the Lord with all of your strength?
@G Whar kinds of things do we tend to love more than God?

@ Ilow do we show our love toward God?

&: [How should the love of God be seen in our families?

Prayer

Notes: When Jesus was asked which was the greatest commandment, He quoted
from Deuteronomy 6:5 which says, " You sha
of your heart. and with al

| love the Lorp your God with all

of your soul. and with all of your strength.” Because
our hearts are sinful and self-centered, we tend to love other things more than
we love God. ‘Talk about some of the things in this world that can take the place

of God in our hearts. Explain to your children t
nected in the Bible with
tona

1A |n'-.'1't1g God is alwavs con-

:.u:n:p[ng His commandments. Love is 110t an cmo-

feeling abour God., but a commitment to Him based upon who He is,
Talk abour some of the characteristics of God that make Him worthy of the
love of His creatures. Discuss what it means to love the Lord with all of the
heart, soul, and strength. Using the passage from Deuteronomy, discuss how
love for God should work itself our in your family. Talk about some specific
ways to implement the principles in this passage. Praise God together for His
goodness and pray that He will enable each family member to love Him more
fully.

WEhDNESDAY

Praise: Sing 'salm 86A

Scripture; Read Jeremiah 10:1-16; Matthew 10:28

Key Thought: The living and true God alone must be feared

Questions:

Why did some of the nations worship the sun, moon and stars?
What did the Lord say abour these false gods in verse 53

Whar kinds of things are you afraid of?

According to verse 7, what is God's nightful due from all men?
What does it mean to “fear the Lorp™?
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G What will happen to all false gods in the end?
& How should our fear of the Lord affect our -:_h]||:.' livies®
Prayer

Notes: The passage from Jeremiah 10 deals with the subject of fear. It begins with
an exhortation for God's people not to “be dismayed at the signs of heaven” like
the Gentiles. Explain to your children that the nations thar did not know God
were afraid of the powers they observed in the elements of nature. Since they
rejected the True God, they believed thar the power of nature was controlled by
other gods, and they made images to represent these imaginary deities. God speaks
of how foolish this was. since the images were lifeless and had no power ar all,
Instead of fearing these idols, or the power of nature, all men oughr to fear the
True and Living God who made the heavens and the earth and who controls
them according o His power and wisdom. Discuss what it me:
Lord, standing in awe of His might and His holiness. Show your children that
fearing the wrath of God should lead us to godly sorvow and repentance for our
offenses against Him. and cause us to seek His merey, which He has provided
through Jesus. Pray together, asking the Lord to help yvou to fear Him alone

THURSDAY

Praise: Sing Psalm B6A

Scripture: Read Exodus 2001-6

K:]-r Tl'mughl: The |':'1'.!'Jz_s.a and true God alone must be ||11J“:=J'|fp¢'4i|'.

uestions:

What duties are required in the first two commandments?

What sins are forbidden in the first two commandments?

Since there is only one true God. whom do idolaters really worships
Do you have to bow down to an image to commit idolatry?

Whart are some of the most popular idols today?

Whar idols are you tempted to worship instead of God?

Prayer

EBEEEEP

Notes: Today’s lesson focuses on the first two commandments. IF you have a
copy of the Larger Catechism handy, you may wish to refer to questions 104-110
as they expand upon the duties required and the sins forbidden by these com-

mandments. Discuss the implications of these laws with your IF1|111|'|. lxpl 1
what idolatry means, and show them that it is ultimarte : 'l.'nﬂl"‘-.l'llp of self
instead of God. Make a list of some of the more popular I-:_:I-I_'I-lh served by people

today, and ask each family member todentify which idols thcy arc most tempted
to serve. Spend time in prayer, L.'1.1I1|'11_‘H.'-iillg and repenting of any sins of idaol
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worship that the Lord may convicr vou of, and pray for grace to worship the
Lord alone as He has commanded in His Word.

FRIDAY

Praise: Sing Psalm 86A

Scripture: Read John 17:1-3; Psalm roor-5

Key Thought: The living and true God alone must be kaown,
Questions:

G Tow does Jesus define “eternal life"?

& Is it possible to know God without knowing Jesus?
& Do men naturally know God?

= Tow do we come to know the only true Gaod?
= What does “knowing God” mcan?

€ How dowe grow in the knowledge of God?
Prayer

Notes: In His high priestly prayer, Jesus defines eternal life as “knowing the anly
true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent.” Discuss this statement with
your ﬁ'uﬂ}i]}' today, n.:.‘~;|.1|;|i11i|1g what it means to know God. Knowing Hin in-
volves more than just knowing about God. It means having an intimate per-
somal interest in Him. Show your children the connection bertween knowing
God and knowing Jesus, explaining to them thac apart from Chirise it is impos-
sible to rruly know God. Explain also that knowing God does not come natu-
rally to us as sinful creatures. Instead, we naturally suppress the knowledge of
God, secking to block 1im out of our minds because our hearts are set against
Him. It is only through His grace and by His Spirit that the knowledge of God
is revealed to our hearts, Pray together, thanking God for making Himself
known, and asking for an inereasing desire to know the only true God and
lesus Christ whom He has sent.

3 1%
MNote: Only five lessons per week are incliuded. You are encouraged o lead your family in worship seven
darys @ week. O weedends, you smay wat ta review or beld wpon the lessans from the previows week, discuss
the sermon from Sussday morning, or work on guestions from the Cavechism or memory verses. These
lesson suggestians are intended to provide a simple framework for parents o build apas. You are not linvited
to this content. The habit I.:II.'":I."r”I.]!_\_I{ :J:lr-el'1'h'r.'1rf|115f1l|'f|1i|1'l]' worship is the hiblical ideal. Wi hape pow caon wse
these lessons as a starting point for the development of a blessed praceice of family worship i your heme,



