FAMILY WORSHIP HELPS
WEEK 7

THis WEEK'S FoCUs

QUESTION 7: What are the decrees of God?

ANSWER: The decrees of God are, his erernal purpose, accord-
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foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.

MONDAY

Praise: Sing Psalm 331

Scripture: Read Ephesians 3:8-19: 1 Peter 1:17-21

Key Thought: Goed has an cternal purpose for His creation.

Questions:

When you make an object. do vou have a purpose in nmind for ie®
Do vou usually think of the purpose before vou make an object®

£

G

G Whar does it mean thar God has an “eternal purpose™

@ If God's purpose in Christ is eternal, did He decide o save man before
or after Adam fell into sin®

G Does this mean that God thought about you before He made the world?

Prayer

Notes: The question this week has to do with God's decrees. or purposes, for the
world He made. Some of the conceprts may be difficult for small children o
understand (and even for some grown-ups, for that marter), but there are some
basic points that can be made. Today’s focus is on the Fact thar God has an
eternal purpose for His creation. When we create something, we conceive a
purpose for it before making the acrual object. This is a reflection of God's
image in us. You might ask your children to think of some examples of this
Unlike us. however, God's purpose does not originate at a point in time. Ex-
plain to vour children whart it means thar God’s purpose is crernal. Before He
formed the world, and even before Adam sinned. God had purposed to save
His clect through Jesus Christ. Therefore the Bible calls Him “the Lamb slain
before the foundation of the world.” Point out to your children thar God had
them in mind before He formed the earth! Pray together. praising God for His
eternal wisdom and thanking Him for His gracious purposes.

@ 2004 Crown & Covenant Publications, 7408 Penn Ave., l-":i!'l'!-'.burglf], PA



TUESDAY

Praise: Sing Psalm 331

Scripture: Read Isaiah 4001318

Key Thought: God’ decrees proceed from His own counsel

Questions:

@ Did you ever ask someone for advice? Why?

G Did God ever need to ask anvone for advice? Why nat?

@ Does the doctrine of the Trinity relate to this question?

G Do the Persons of the Trinity ever disagree with each other?
G How should you respond o the wise plans of God?

Prayer

Notes: Today's lesson focuses on the phrase “according to the counsel of s
will.” The main point o stress is that the erernal purposes of God are the result
of His own will, and are

or affecred L?} outside forces or events
Men often need o take counsel from other men, because their wisdom is lim-
ited or lawed. But God never needs the i nput uf:m}'un-: aranything outside of
Himself. He is infinitely wise and His eternal purpose comes from His wisdom
alone. Discuss with your children how the doctrine of the Trinity relates to this
QUESTION, SINCe God as Three Persons in One is able to take counsel with Him-

self. Point out that since all Three Persons of the Trinity are infinitely wise,
there is no disagreement among them. Together their counsel results in God's
perfect will, and rogether they carry out that will in the world. There are some
who teach thar God's decision to save individuals is conditioned on a decision
of their own will. They decide to accept Him, so He decides to forgive them.
Contrary to this view, the Bible teaches that all things are determined by God
. Jesus said, " You did not choose Me,
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that
vour fruit should remain” (John 15:16). Since God does not depend on the
input of anyone or anything to accomplish His eternal purposes. no individual

or nation 1s able to alver the 11|1|:|1;1::g4:;1|:'|c will of God. Our res ponse should be
to humble ourselves before God. realizing thar we are subject to His will, and
to thank Him for willing ro save us through Christ.

W | DNESDAY

Praise: Sing P'salm 335
Scripture; Read Ephesians 1:1-11

0 t: The decrees of God are for His ovm glory.
Key Thought: The d of God are for [ glory
Questions:
G Whar does the word “predestined” mean?



& If God has |_1r~,_'|:_5|4_'5t|'|]|.:gl you [o be saved, and then He saves YO, W I

deserves the credit?

G If God saved you because you decided to aceept Him, who would

deserve the credit?

@ Have you ever taken the glory for something that God alone should

FeCeIve?

G Does God's eternal purpose sometimes include His allowing or directing
bad things to happen? Why is this?

@ How is God's glory seen in these things?

Prayer

Notes: The passage from the first chapter of Ephesians very clearly states that
God has predestined all things for His own glory. Talle wich vour children roday
about the fact that God alone deserves all of the glory for the working out of
His eternal PUFPOSES 1 the world. When we receive Praise or gjur}' from men,
It 15 ;_.:n:nt:r:t]h.' because we have done something to ecarn it 1Fwe are saved be-

cause we were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, then it is
God who deserves all of the glory for our salvation. Of course, God deserves all
af the gh}r} for :_‘u_‘r"-.'Thi Ng we do, for we are I’.‘]l"E'l'l"l‘.IlL']L‘]'ll_' wpon His grace to door
accomplish anything at all. Show your children how the common belief that
salvation is God's response to an act of man's will robs God of the glory that He
alone deserves. Discuss with them the face thar even in allow ing or directing
acts of judgment in the world. God’s justice and power are demonstrated and
He is glorified in these things as well. Pray together, asking God to forgive you
for any times in which you have taken His glory for yourself through boasting
and secking His grace to glorify Him alone. Thank Him for demonstrating His
glory in the salvation He has provided through Christ,

THURSDAY

Praise: Sing "salm 330

Scripture; Read Romans g:g-23

Key Thought: Gad has forcordained whatsoever comes to pass.
Questions:

@ What does the example of Jacob and Esau teach us?

G 15 God under any obligation to save anyone?

@ Why did God choose ta show merey to some of His creatures?
€ Why did God choose to create others for destruction?
@ As God's creatures, can we accuse Him of being unfair?
€ How should we respond to this teaching?

Prayer
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Notes: The ninth chaprer of Romans provides one of the clearest statements of
Gaod's sovereignty in man’s salvation. It is also a difficult passage for many to
hear, because it puts man in his place as God's creature. Help your children to
see that God is under no obligation to save any of His creatures, In fact, we are
all deserving of His infinite wrath because of our sinful rebellion againse Him.
Paul leaves the matter in the hands of God, where it belongs. God has created
some as vessels of wrath, in order to demonstrate His powerful anger against
sin, and others as vessels of mercy, prepared in advance for glory, What is amazing
is not that God would reject some, but thar He would show merey to any! The

teaching of this passage should greatly humble us before God and provoke us
to seek His merey and to be thankful for 1His grace.

Praise: Sing ['salm 335

Scripture: Read Jeremiah 18:1-11

Key Thought: Gods decrees do not cancel your vesponsibiliy,

Questions:

€ Where did you hear the illustration of the Potter and the clay earlier this
week? What does this illustration teach us?

G Do God's erernal decrees mean that we are not responsible to obey Him
or seek to change our ways?

G  What did God promise ro His people if they repented?

& What is your responsibility before God?

Prayer

Notes: Some people react to the doctrine of predestination by concluding that it
cancels human responsibilicy. Though it is hard to understand, help your chil-
dren to see from this passage in Jeremiah that God preserves our responsibility
in the process of unfolding His eternal decrees. Since we do not know the mind
of God., we are responsible to obey Him and repent from wickedness, Yet even

our obedience depends on His supply of grace through Jesus Christ. The bal-
ance between God's sovercignty and man's responsibility scems impossible to
our limited minds, but it is not impossible with God. Pray for grace to obey His
Word with godly fear and humilingy
sk
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