
Immanuel—God with Us 
 

“What does it mean for us today that ‘God is with us’? 

This is one of the most profound truths in all of Scripture 

—profound because of the nature of the biblical God ... 

God is absolutely other than we,  

but this supreme, all-powerful, all-good, all-caring One is able to 

enter into fully personal relationships with each of his creatures. 

This was true throughout the Old Testament ... 

But with the coming of Christ the reality of God’s ‘withness’ 

has taken on a new dimension. 

Prior to the Incarnation, there was a sense in which  

God could only be alongside us. Now he is able to be in all of us ...  

His tabernacle is no longer in the center of camp but in the human heart ... 

This means we can walk without fear. 

If God is in us through the Holy Spirit, then neither the condemnation  

of our past sins nor the power of present temptation can defeat us ... 

Nothing that any earthling can do to us can ultimately hurt us, 

because Immanuel has conquered death ... 

There is no loss that can overcome the power of ... Christ to redeem it. 

‘God is with us’ would be a great truth even if Christ had not come. 

But, it would only be partial in its hope. 

There would always be the grave ... 

But God in Christ has gone with us all the way.  

He has gone with us all the way into the tomb.  

And having gone in with us, he can bring us out with him. Immanuel!” 

 

—John N. Oswalt, Isaiah (NIVAC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advent Sermon Series 
 

“The Thrill of Hope: Prophesied” 
 

 
 
 

Luke 1:26-38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Sign of Immanuel (Isaiah 7:1-14) 
 
 

1      In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah,  
Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of 
Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it,  

but could not yet mount an attack against it.  
2      When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league with Ephraim,”  

the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people  
shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind. 

3      And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear- 
jashub your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool  

on the highway to the Washer’s Field.  
4      And say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear,  

and do not let your heart be faint because of these two smoldering  
stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the  
son of Remaliah.  

5            Because Syria, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah,  
has devised evil against you, saying,  

6    “Let us go up against Judah and terrify it,  
and let us conquer it for ourselves, and  
set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,”  

7        thus says the Lord GOD:  
“It shall not stand, and it shall not come to pass. 

8       For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 
      And within sixty-five years  

Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. 
9       And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son  

of Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.” 
10   Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz:  
11   “Ask a sign of the LORD your God;  

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  
12      But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”  
 

13      And he [Isaiah] said,  
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men,  

that you weary my God also?  
14  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 

Birth of Jesus Foretold (Luke 1:26-38) 
 
 

True Hope: Graces Us 

26  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God  

to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,  

27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph,  

of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.  

28  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,  

the Lord is with you!” 

29  But she was greatly troubled at the saying,  

and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  

30  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,  

for you have found favor with God.  
 

True Hope: Grows Us 

31  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,  

and you shall call his name Jesus.  

32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  

33   and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,  

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34  And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35  And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;  

therefore the child to be born will be called holy— 

the Son of God.  

36  And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age  

has also conceived a son,  

and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  

37    For nothing will be impossible with God.”  
 

True Hope: Grounds Us 

38  And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;  

let it be to me according to your word.”  

And the angel departed from her. 

 


