
 
 

The Conversion of Saul 
 

“Saul’s experience on the road to Damascus 

is the most famous conversion in church history. … 

As we read it … a crucial question forms in our minds. 

Does Luke intend us to regard Saul’s conversion 

as typical of Christian conversation today, 

or as exceptional? 

Many people dismiss it as having been altogether unusual, 

and as constituting no possible norm for conversion today. 

‘I’ve had no Damascus Road experience,’ they say. 

Certainly some features of it were atypical … 

Nevertheless, it is clear from the rest of the New Testament 

that other features of Saul’s conversion and commissioning 

are applicable to us today. 

For we too can (and must)  

experience a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

surrender to him in penitence and faith, and 

receive his summons to service.” 
 

—John Stott, The Spirit, the Church, and the World 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sermon Series on 
Themes in Acts 

 
 
 

THE Essential Question:  
“Who Are You, Lord?” 

 

 
 
 

Acts 9:1-9 

 
 
 

 
 



The Conversion of Saul (Acts 9:1-9) 
 

Who we are: Apart from Jesus 
 

1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder  

against the disciples of the Lord,  

went to the high priest  

2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus,  

so that if he found any belonging to the Way,  

men or women,  

he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  
 

Who we are: In Jesus 
 

3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus,  

and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.  

4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him,  

“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  

5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”  

And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  
 

Who we are: Called to be by Jesus 
 

6   But rise and enter the city,  

and you will be told what you are to do.”  

7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless,  

hearing the voice but seeing no one.  

8 Saul rose from the ground,  

and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing.  

So they led him by the hand  

and brought him into Damascus.  

9 And for three days he was without sight,  

and neither ate nor drank. 

 
 

Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners (1 Tim. 1:13-16) 
 

13 though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and  
       insolent opponent.  

But I received mercy  
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,  

14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with  
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  

15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,  

of whom I am the foremost.  
16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the      
       foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an  
        example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 
 

Paul Tells of His Conversion (Acts 26:13-18) 
 

13 At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven,  
         brighter than the sun,  

that shone around me and those who journeyed with me.  
14 And when we had all fallen to the ground,  

I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,  
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?  

It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’  
15 And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  

And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  
16 But rise and stand upon your feet,  

for I have appeared to you for this purpose,  
to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which  
you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you,  

17  delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles— 
to whom I am sending you  

18 to open their eyes,  
so that they may turn from darkness to light and  

from the power of Satan to God,  
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and  

a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 
 


