
 
 

“Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8 point us to  

the Father’s promise in Isaiah,  

that he would send his Spirit to heal  

the blind eyes and deaf ears of his servant people,  

so that they could be his witnesses among the nations. 

Jesus, the faithful Servant, suffered and was glorified, 

and by his faithfulness he brought healing  

not only for failing Israel, but also for the Gentiles. 

He is the Lord who restores sight to the blind  

through the gift of the Spirit.  

Empowered by the Spirit, we at last 

can see the Lord’s mighty acts of redemption and  

bear witness that he alone is God and Savior.  

Our testimony confronts and exposes  

people’s pet sources of false security,  

calling them to live in the light of God’s reality.” 

 

― Dennis E. Johnson, The Message of Acts 
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The Lord’s Court-Case Against Idols (Isaiah 41:21-24) 
 

21 Set forth your case, says the LORD;  
bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob. 

22 Let them bring them, and tell us what is to happen. 
Tell us the former things, what they are, 
that we may consider them, that we may know their outcome; 
or declare to us the things to come. 

23 Tell us what is to come hereafter,  
that we may know that you are gods; 
do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed and terrified. 

24 Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; 
an abomination is he who chooses you. 

 
 

The Nations Summoned as Witnesses for Idols (Isaiah 43:9) 
 

9 All the nations gather together, and the peoples assemble. 
Who among them can declare this,  

and show us the former things? 
Let them bring their witnesses to prove them right, 

and let them hear and say, It is true. 
 
 

Israel Summoned as Witnesses for the Lord (Isaiah 43:10-12) 
 

10 ‘You are my witnesses,’ declares the LORD,  
‘and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and  
believe me and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed,  

nor shall there be any after me. 
11 I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior. 
12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

when there was no strange god among you; and 
you are my witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I am God.’ 

 
 

God’s Invitation to the Nations to Turn from Their Futile Idols 
and Wholly Worship Him, the One True God (Isaiah 45:20-22) 
 

20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, 
you survivors of the nations! 
They have no knowledge who carry about their wooden idols, 

and keep on praying to a god that cannot save. 
21 Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! 

Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? 
Was it not I, the LORD? 

  And there is no other god besides me,  
a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. 

22 Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! 
For I am God, and there is no other. 

 

Spirit Powered Witness (Acts 1:1-8) 
 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that  
Jesus began to do and teach,  

2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands  
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  

3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering  
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and  
speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from  
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which,  
he said, “you heard from me;  

5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized  
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him,  
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons  
that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,  
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 


