
 

“Pentecost publicly marks the transition from the old to the new 

covenant, and signifies the commencement of the ‘now’ of the day of 

salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). It is the threshold of the last days, and 

inaugurates the new era in which the eschatological life of the future 

invades the present evil age in a proleptic manner. … 

Promise Fulfilled 

The ascended Christ had now asked the Father to fulfill his promise, 

had received the Spirit for his people, and had now poured him out 

on the church so that the messianic age begun in the resurrection of 

Christ might catch up in its flow those who are united to him by 

participation of the same Spirit. Thus, in Abraham’s seed all the 

nations of the earth would now be blessed (Gn. 13:3; Gal. 3:13-14). … 

Judgment Reversed 

The effects of Babel were thus arrested. Now the word of 

reconciliation will be preached in many languages, since the disciples 

have received the promised power of the Spirit to enable them to be 

witnesses to Christ all over the world (Lk. 24:28; Acts 1:4). … 

Sinai and Pentecost 

Moses had ascended the mountain. When he descended he had in his 

possession the Ten Commandments, the law of God. Christ too had 

recently ascended. At Pentecost he comes down, not with the law 

written on tablets of clay, but with the gift of his own Spirit to write 

the law in the hearts of believers and by his power to enable them to 

fulfill the law’s commands.”―Sinclair Ferguson, The Holy Spirit  
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God’s Creation Blessing to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1) 
28 “And God blessed them. And God said to them,  

‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it,.’” 
 
 
God’s Covenant Blessing to Noah (Genesis 9) 
 

1 “And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them,  
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.’” 

 
 
Tower of Babel—Man’s Prideful Rebellion (Genesis 11) 
 

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.  
2 And as people migrated from the east,  

they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  
3 And they said to one another,  

“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”  
And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.  

4 Then they said,  
“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in  
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves,  
lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”  

 

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower,  
which the children of man had built.  

 

6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all  
 one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do.  
And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.  
7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language,  

so that they may not understand one another's speech.”  
 

8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the  
earth, and they left off building the city.  

 

9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD  
confused the language of all the earth. And from there the 
LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) 

 

1 When the day of Pentecost arrived,  
       they were all together in one place.  

2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting.  

 

3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and  
rested on each one of them.  

 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,  
       devout men from every nation under heaven.  
 

6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they 
were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak 
in his own language.  

 

7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying,  
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  

 

8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language?  
 

9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  

 

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,  

 

11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—
we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty 
works of God.”  

 

12 And all were amazed and perplexed,  
saying to one another,  

“What does this mean?”  
13 But others mocking said,  

“They are filled with new wine.” 


