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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things 

were true. 

      James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 Introduction:  Virtually 45 years ago to this day, I graduated from Westminster Theological Seminary in 

Philadelphia and began my full time work as a pastor in the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, which 

was a part of the joining and receiving process with the PCA in 1982.   Oh my… let me think back now…  It’s over.  

The time of ministry is over.  It was a good time in many ways, but quite disappointing in the end. The best years were 

in the beginning, but I can’t believe the way it ended.  I can still remember the sick feeling in the pit of my stomach.  

No, sick feeling is too nice of a word.  I felt like it was the end of the world.  I had such high hopes, and they all came 

crashing down…  

I. The problem of sIn in the servant of Christ.   

A. Peter had professed he was ready to go with Jesus both to prison and to death. Luke 22::33 

B. When Jesus had said that all of the disciples would “fall away on account of Jesus” (Matthew 26:31) Peter had 

proclaimed “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” V. 33 

C. When Jesus told Peter that Peter would disown Jesus 3 times before the rooster crows, Peter declared, “Even if I 

have to die with you, I will never disown you.” V. 35. 

D. Peter denied Jesus three times around the fire and Jesus looked at Peter and Peter wept bitterly. (Luke 22:60-62) 

E. (Jesus did tell Peter: “And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” Luke 22:32) 

F. For some reason that is not told to us, after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, Peter and the disciples went 

back to Peter’s occupation of fishing. He could do it without thinking. But, they had a frustrating night! 

II. The provision of Jesus for the disciples. 

A. Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore. The disciples didn’t recognize him. He questioned them and 

He commanded them. John 21:4-6 

B. Jesus provided them fish in their nets.  How did John recognize Jesus?   Did he remember the events of Luke 5? 

C. Jesus provided them with a fire, and fish and bread. 

D. Jesus didn’t use or need their fish; He sovereignly gave them all they needed.  “Nothing in my hands, I bring.” 

When it comes to our spiritual needs we sing and proclaim the same thing.  

III. The reinstatement and future of Peter through the painful probing and questioning by Jesus. It was what 

Peter’s soul needed to hear.  God often works through painful situations in our lives.  

A. Jesus spoke to Peter and addressed his sIn in the three questions.  Jesus was making sure that Peter confronted 

his own sInfulness, no matter how difficult and heinous it was. We need to hear the same words of 

confrontation but also know the same clear forgiveness that Jesus obviously gave to restore Peter to ministry. 

B. Simon, Son of John, do you love Me more than these? ”Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” “Feed My 

lambs.” John 21:15 

C. A second time: Simon, son of John, do you love Me? “Yes Lord; You know that I love You.” Tend my sheep. 

John 21:16 

D. The third time: Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, 

“Do you love Me?” and he said to Him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love You.” Jesus said to 

him, “Feed My sheep.”v.17 (While some expositors and preachers spend a lot of time on the different words 

translated “love,” many – including me—do not think that is the important part to understanding this section.) 

E. Jesus spoke of the kind of death Peter would die (18 - 19). It was going to be a horrendous death, another 

crucifixion.  And in spite of the suffering and pain that was ahead… 

F. Jesus called on Peter to “Follow Me.” v.19   This was the call to P. and Andrew in Matthew 4:18-20  Follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men.  Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.  Peter was restored to 

his calling and to His crucified Lord.  And we can see in the book of Acts that the Lord Jesus Christ made Peter 

a fisher of men as he proclaimed the Gospel of grace.     Christ died for us; we are also to follow Him. 

G. Peter’s call to shepherd the flock (Feed My lambs; Tend My sheep; Feed My lambs,) was ingrained in him and 

he later called the elders of Christ’s church to shepherd the flock as well. This is to go on from generation to 

generation. 1 Peter 5:1-11 This is to be done with a humility that Peter had to learn the hard way. Peter who 

had been “sifted” by Satan, (Luke 22:31) warns of Satan. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 



roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 

suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. Following Christ is often hard. 

H. Peter speaks of that restoration in 1 Peter 5:10. Suffered / restore (ESV) 

I. This is truly Amazing Grace and the Wonderful Grace of Jesus! 

 

IV. Peter’s inappropriate concern about the future of John. 

A. Lord, what about this man?” John 21:21 

B. If it is My will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me! John 21:22 

C. Jesus did not say that John would not die until the return of our Lord, “but what is that to you?” 

D. In fact, Scripture and tradition speak of the suffering and struggle for John as well. He lived long enough to see 

his brother executed by Herod (Acts 12:1-2) He lived long enough to be exiled.  He lived long enough to see 

heresy come into His beloved church (which was really King Jesus’ beloved church). 

E. The deaths, suffering and disappointments we are experiencing with covid-19 are to be compared with the 

suffering, torture and martyrdom that those who “follow Christ” have received and the suffering that Jesus 

endured in His life on earth and His death on the cross for His people. Regardless of circumstances, Follow Me  

 

V. Some practical implications of these verses and a charge to each of us. 

 A. Be certain that you are confessing your sIn and trusting in Christ alone, enabled to do this by grace alone, 

through faith (in Christ) alone. Recognize the Amazing Grace of God’s Forgiveness. One of the notes we 

received (and we’ve only read a few so far) said in part, “I had a heart that viewed God as a God of justice 

only… I knew very little about God’s grace. God used your preaching and teaching to show me how I am 

washed with God’s grace.” What a joy it was to my heart, as a preacher of God’s Good News to know that 

others were learning what I was learning.  Such were some of you, But you were washed… 1 Corinthians 6:11 

Each one of us who is trusting in Christ, needs to excel still more in celebrating God’s grace! 

  Christian, there is no sIn so great as to separate you from Christ.  He is just, but He is also the justifier! 

  Not a Christian? Not yet a Christian?  There is no sIn so small that it will not separate you from God.  For the 

wages of sIn is death and the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 3:23  

 B. Pray that God would enable you to see your sIn and that you would by His grace turn from it and rest in Christ’s 

righteousness. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the double cure for sIn. He paid the penalty as a substitute for His 

people and His righteousness has been imputed (credited to the account of) to His people. 

C. Be committed to proclaim this grace as the very fabric of your ministry wherever God has called you to serve 

Him. Shepherds, be examples to the flock in these and all other Biblical things.  Humble yourself under God. 

D. Don’t fall into the sInful trap of comparison. 

  1. This can happen with an individual thinking he/she is worse than others or she/he is better than others.  This 

can happen when we look at our life circumstances and we see people have other things that we don’t have and 

wish we did. I’m not just talking about material possessions, but spiritual health, job, relationships, where you 

live, with whom you spend time, spiritual habits (I don’t pray, read, witness as much as…) etc. This comparison 

can be so destructive to us. We are not to compare ourselves to others, but we are to “follow Jesus.” 

  2. This can happen with Churches. Why are we not like that church? Because God ordained this church for us. 

  3. We need to have this in our being… God has made me the way He desired for me.  We read together earlier 

the glorious truths of Psalm 139.  Linus’ basic understanding was wrong on Monday, 5/11/2020. [Acts 17:11 

not just for sermons!] God really does care who wins the golf tournament. Proverbs 16.33; He works all things 

according to the counsel of His will. Ephesians 1:112 Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 1:10; Romans 12:3-8 

 D. You follow Jesus in the place He has called you to serve!  (That doesn’t mean we can’t change jobs or move.) 

 E. Romans 16:20 Remember that the God of peace will soon crust Satan under your feet. What a calling! Genesis 

3:15 is being fulfilled in part through the church. The crushing of Satan comes in Harrisburg as we proclaim the 

doctrines of Grace! Amazing Grace! Amazing love, how can it be, that Thou my God would die for me!!!!! 

 F. Genesis 50: Man has plans, but God is sovereign v.20 You intended it for evil, but God intended it for good. 

Leaders (like Moses who we studied in our Shepherd Group Communities this past year, and Peter and John and 

pastors) will come and go, “But God will surely come to your aid.” Genesis 50:24 NIV84; “God will surely take 

care of you.” Exodus 13:19;  Hebrews 13:5-6 

 G. Know deeply in your being that God can be trusted, even when you can’t understand Him.  This includes covid-

19 and everything else. Deuteronomy 29:29; Romans 8:28. His forgiving grace is amazing!  Follow/Trust Him. 

 H. Teach yourself every day that The measure of God’s love is not in the pleasantness or unpleasantness of our 

circumstances, “but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sInners, Christ died for us. Romans 

8:5 (ESV). …But God demonstrates His own love toward us…(NASB)                       Amazing love, how can it 

be, that Thou my God would die for me!!!!!   Tis mercy all, immense and free, for O my God, it found out me! 


