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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things 

were true. 

      James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 Introduction:  Last week we studied the truth of Adoption.  It is a delight to our souls to realize that God, in His 

infinite love He predestined us for adoption to Himself as sons through Jesus Christ… to the praise of His glorious 

grace.  Ephesians 4:4-5   See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are! 1 John 3:1  We are God the Father’s adopted children!  Wow!  And once we have become His children 

we are absolutely safe and secure.  Jesus made it clear (and if I had the time, we would have looked at this further) that 

“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has 

given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.  I and the Father are 

one.” (John 10:28-30)  As I sat by Tom Cannon’s bedside, held his hand and read to him just prior to his death, he 

heard the words of Paul in his favorite chapter of the Bible (I read the larger context at that time): Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness or danger, or sword? …. 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:35, 38-39.   

 

 Those words are a great comfort to God’s people.  But sometimes people have listened to those words and felt that 

because they were secure, they falsely presumed they could live as they pleased in violation of God’s revealed Word, 

and God would not have a problem with them.  No one should shake their fist at God in disobedience and presume they 

are in good standing with Him.  The verses that Mike read for us in our time preparing for confession of sIn need to be 

heeded.  Without obedience there is no real security. John 14.15; 1 John 2:3-4; 1 John 5:3 

 

 I’ll tell you for the last time the true story of the woman who came to me seeking help for her daughter when I was 

doing counseling for New Hope Pastoral Ministries in Baltimore.   ….    Her pastor manipulated her and misquoted to 

her from 1 Peter 4.8 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sIns.” And 

although at that time she didn’t understand it, he sexually assaulted her…. Lying to her that it was love.  This heinous 

sIn in a church building where the church publicly proclaimed that they were an evangelical church.   

 Paul, in this letter had no room for that kind of disobedience and addressed many important truths, including that 

we are to excel still more in our Christian lives.  

 

I.  The situation in Thessalonica 

 A. When Paul and Silas were asked to leave Philippi in Acts 16:39 they made their way to Thessalonica. Acts 17:1 

 B. They went to the synagogue of the Jews and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 

explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, 

“This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded… Acts 17:2-4 

 C. It is thought that they were there for a maximum of several months before the brothers immediately sent Paul 

and Silas away by night to Berea. Acts 17:10 

 D. Paul wrote this letter to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 E. This is a book written to Christians.  If you are watching today and not yet a believer in Jesus, I would urge you 

that today can be the day of salvation – “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…” Acts 16:31 I assure 

you that you are separated from God because of your sIn and deserve His wrath forever… But grace is offered! 

 F. Paul indicated that the Thessalonians had grown and matured in their faith. They had turned from idols to serve 

the living and true God.  1 Thessalonians 1:9 and they had become an example to all the believers … 1:7 

 G. The Thessalonians became imitators of Paul, Silas and Timothy and of the Lord. 1:6   The Thessalonians were 

changing and becoming more and more like their spiritual leaders, and even more like their Lord. 

  

II. The impact of Paul’s ministry in Thessalonica 



A.  Paul looked back in this letter and said “you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in 

vain.” 2:1  17 years and 1 week ago, I spoke in Sunday School and said that I was praying that this would be 

my model for ministry & that when I left I could say the same thing as Paul.  I pray today that it came to pass. 

B.  Paul, Silas and Timothy made it clear that they had been entrusted with the Gospel and had spoken to them 

“not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 2:4  Today, you, we,  need to be imitating these 

men as we seek to please God…. He knows all about us. May we be committed to being God pleasers in every 

aspect of our lives. This needs to be the goal of every one of us in all of our ethical decisions and daily life. 

C.  They were gentile like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. I think of Catherine and Nina and 

countless other mothers that I have watched taking gentle, loving care of their children, including adoptees. 

D.  They had a great love and were ready to share not only the gospel of God, but also their own selves, “because 

you had become very dear to us”.  This was true of Paul, and it is our desire as well. 

E.  Like a father with his children they exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in 

a manner worthy of god, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. We see here that there is no “do as we 

please because of grace” but rather “walk in a manner worthy of God who calls you…” Walking worthy is the 

response to God’s grace, not in order to earn God’s grace. But, walk worthy…. We must. When you go back to 

school, when you are at the park or the pool, when you go back to work, when you are in your neighborhood, 

when you are with your family, walk in a manner worthy of God who calls you!  I can remember my father 

saying to me “you are an Eickelberg, don’t disgrace that name.”   As I said last week from 2 Corinthians 6:18: 

and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.  Live up to 

your name! 

 

III. The problem of sexual immorality. 

1. Two weeks ago we saw from this text that God’s clear will for us is our growth in holiness (sanctification) 

especially in reference to abstaining from sexual immorality. 4:3 We are called upon to control our own bodies 

in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God. For we know that God 

has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 

2. Paul makes it clear in 4:8 that to ignore and disregard this, is not disregarding man, but God, the one who 

gives His Holy Spirit to you. 

3. This sexual impurity would apply to heterosexual immorality and homosexual immorality and any other kind of 

sexual immorality.  Let’s be careful to see that all passions of lust are shaking our fists at God. Our 

denomination has been debating issues regarding same sex attraction.  Last year’s General Assembly spoke to 

the issue when it approved language of Overture 4 to articulate its convictions on sexuality and gender. We 

declared that the Council on Biblical Manhood & Womanhood’s “Nashville Statement” on Biblical Sexuality 

as a Biblically Faithful Declaration.”  We also voted for our own study committee and the report is due out 

today or in the near future. The timely publication of the report was impacted by Covid-19. (The 2020 General 

Assembly was cancelled, and those matters will come up next year in St. Louis if the Lord is willing.)  To keep 

track of General Assembly on these matters and other matters go to https://pcaga.org/resources/   This will give 

you information on the overtures for next year, and at the bottom of the page, there is a link to 2019’s 

overtures. I also find the official PCA https://byfaithonline.com/ magazine and the Aquila Report 

www.theaquilareport.com helpful tools to stay informed about PCA matters. 

4. As we deal with the problem of sIn as it relates to sexuality, we can be thankful for God’s Amazing Grace to us. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 

IV.  “Excel still more” (NASB) in living to please God, sexual purity and love. “do so more and more”  (ESV &NIV84) 

A. You are already doing these things.  You were doing these things before I became your pastor. Paul’s joy was 

that this young church was doing these things.   However, we can never be content in where we are in obeying.  

B. Look at what you are doing to please God according to His Word… and keep doing this more and more.  There 

is no place for the Christian to stop thinking about pleasing Him.  We have not arrived. No complacency. Excel 

C. It is my desire that Trinity corporately and you individually will excel still more in your love for one another as 

you have been taught.  Jesus made it clear that our love for one another would be a way for people to identify 

us as followers of Jesus.  This love is to be sacrificial like the Lord’s. John 15 and Ephesians 5 for husbands. 

Excel still more.  Do so more and more! Our sacrificial love is not redemptive as Christ’s is. 

D. I have prayed that God might send revival, renewal, reformation, another Great Awakening – and that it would 

even start here if He was willing.  I will keep praying to that end.  I want Trinity to become far better in its love 

for one another (you are already doing it!) and its desire to be pleasing to God in all our ways (you are already 

doing it) than it has been during these years I’ve served here. For the glory and honor of God – Excel still more 

https://pcaga.org/resources/
https://byfaithonline.com/
http://www.theaquilareport.com/

