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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things 

were true. 

      James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 

Introduction:  Last week we looked at the one of the major questions other pastors and I are asked so often: How can I 

know God’s will for my life.  This week I want to point you to one of the most important truths in the Bible that can 

help you face the uncertainty, pain, grief, misery and despair of the world around you, as well as help you delight in the 

life that God has given you to live.  Today I leave you with the gift of the truth of Adoption.  On November 24 th I 

preached on this subject, and two of the major points from that outline are reproduced below.  I pray that everyone of us 

listening to these Scriptures today would grasp and understand that if they have come to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith 

and repentance, if they have been given the new birth, that they can know, believe and live in the truth that they are in 

fact the privileged adopted children of God. 

 

In our earthly experience we normally join a family either by natural birth or adoption. It is an either / or experience.  In 

the Christian faith we join God’s family by both new birth of the Holy Spirit and adoption into God’s family.  We are a 

family.  One of the things that makes this time of our lives so difficult, is that we are separated from our Christian 

family.   

 

I.  Ephesians 1:1-14 

 A. Any illustration about finite human beings is overwhelmingly inadequate to convey the truth about God and His 

actions.  However, those illustrations can be useful to us as we seek to understand God’s mercy and grace to us. 

I remember so clearly being asked by Jeff and Amber Benzon to talk with me one Sunday after the worship service a 

little more than two years ago.  They were beaming.  They were in love.  They had pictures. They were going to 

adopt siblings!   

 B. The picture in this passage is an even greater love! 

 C. God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world with the purpose that we should be holy and blameless 

before Him. 

 D. It is not a capricious choice it is a choice that is grounded in love.   

 E. Why did He do this? In part because He chose to do it and in part so that we would praise Him for His glorious 

grace that He has given us in His Beloved. 

 F.  Do you see the glory of the grace? Through Christ’s death, the shedding of His blood we have the forgiveness of 

our sIns. 

 G. He has lavished grace and love upon us! 

  

II. Galatians 3:25-4:7 

A.  We were slaves to sIn, but when the prefect time came that God had planned God sent His Son that we might 

become His adopted sons. 4:5 

B.  God has sent the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of His Son) into our hearts and we can cry “Abba! Father!” 

C.  We are no longer slaves to sIn, but we are sons (and daughters) 

D.  And we are now heirs… co-heirs with Christ through God’s overwhelming mercy. 

E.  And now, as sons of God, (3:26) the outward distinctions while still there no longer grant privilege. 

F.  If we are in Christ, we are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise!  

 

III. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

1. Adopted sons and daughters of the King…  sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty. 

2. Believe that! 

3. Look up the picture of  President Kennedy sitting in the Oval Office at the Resolute Desk with JFK, 

Jr. playing underneath the desk.     1963 



 

4. The context of II Corinthians 6:18 is that we ought to live morally pure lives because we are sons and 

daughters.  It is not that we become sons and daughters by living morally pure lives. 
5. Live up to your name!  

 

IV.  1 John 3:1 

A. Look at the love God the Father has given to us. 

B. It is not just that we are called the children of God, but that is who we are! 

C. If you are a Christian and your picture of God is the Fierce Judge who is always disapproving and ready to zap 

you, you not only have a distorted or God as Heavenly Father, but you will live in a works-oriented struggle. 

D. When you know you are His greatly loved child, adopted by His grace, you can live in gratitude and rest.  
 

 

Westminster Confession of Faith        Chapter XII        Of Adoption          (Hymnbook, page 855) 

All those that are justified, God vouchsafeth [grants or bestows], in and for His only Son Jesus 

Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption,a by which they are taken into the number, and 

enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God,b have His name put upon them,c receive the 

spirit of adoption,d have access to the throne of grace with boldness,e are enabled to cry, Abba, 

Father,f are pitied,g protected,h provided for,i and chastened by Him as by a Father:j yet never cast 

off,k but sealed to the day of redemption;l and inherit the promises,m as heirs of everlasting 

salvation.n 

a. Eph. 1:5; Gal. 4:4–5.    

b. Rom. 8:17; John 1:12.    

c. Jer. 14:9; 2 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 3:12.      

d. Rom. 8:15.   

e. Eph. 3:12; Rom. 5:2.    

f. Gal. 4:6.  

g. Ps. 103:13.    

h. Prov. 14:26.    

i. Matt. 6:30, 32; 1 Pet. 5:7. 

j. Heb. 12:6        

k. Lam. 3:31.       

l. Eph. 4:30.  

m. Heb. 6:12.     

n.  1 Pet. 1:3–4; Heb. 1:14 

 

Westminster Shorter Catechism Question 34.  What Is Adoption?   Answer:  Adoption Is An Act of God’s Free 

Grace,a Whereby We Are Received Into the Number, and Have A Right To All the Privileges, of the Sons of God.b 

a. 1 John 3:1.           b. John 1:12; Rom. 8:17. 

Shorter Catechism Question 36.     What Are the Benefits Which In This Life Do Accompany or Flow From 

Justification, Adoption, and Sanctification?  Answer:  The Benefits Which In This Life Do Accompany or Flow From 

Justification, Adoption, and Sanctification, Are, Assurance of God’s Love, Peace of Conscience,a Joy In the Holy 

Ghost,B Increase of Grace,C And Perseverance Therein To the End.d 

a. Rom. 5:1–2, 5.  b. Rom. 14:17.      c. Prov. 4:18  d. 1 John 5:13; 1 Pet. 1:5. 

 

Larger Catechism Question 74.  What Is Adoption?  Answer:  Adoption is an act of the free grace of God,a in and for 

his only Son Jesus Christ,b whereby all those that are justified are received into the number of his children,c have his 



name put upon them,d the Spirit of his Son given to them,e are under his fatherly care and dispensations,f admitted to all 

the liberties and privileges of the sons of God, made heirs of all the promises, and fellow–heirs with Christ in glory.g 

a. 1 John 3:1. b. Eph. 1:5; Gal. 4:4–5.      c. John 1:12.     d. 2 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 3:12.     e. Gal. 4:6.    f. Ps. 103:13; Prov. 

14:26; Matt. 6:32.           g. Heb. 6:12; Rom. 8:17. 

 

 

ADOPTION 

GOD MAKES HIS PEOPLE HIS CHILDREN 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law … 

so that we might receive adoption as children. Galatians 4:4-5 (NRSV) 

Paul teaches that the gift of justification (i.e., present acceptance by God as the world’s Judge) brings 

with it the status of sonship by adoption (i.e., permanent intimacy with God as one’s heavenly Father, 

Gal. 3:26; 4:4–7). In Paul’s world, adoption was ordinarily of young adult males of good character to 

become heirs and maintain the family name of the childless rich. Paul, however, proclaims God’s 

gracious adoption of persons of bad character to become “heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” 

(Rom. 8:17). 

Justification is the basic blessing, on which adoption is founded; adoption is the crowning 

blessing, to which justification clears the way. Adopted status belongs to all who receive Christ (John 

1:12). The adopted status of believers means that in and through Christ God loves them as he loves 

his only-begotten Son and will share with them all the glory that is Christ’s now (Rom. 8:17, 38–39). 

Here and now, believers are under God’s fatherly care and discipline (Matt. 6:26; Heb. 12:5–11) and 

are directed, especially by Jesus, to live their whole lives in light of the knowledge that God is their 

Father in heaven. They are to pray to him as such (Matt. 6:5–13), imitate him as such (Matt. 5:44–48; 

6:12, 14–15; 18:21–35; Eph. 4:32–5:2), and trust him as such (Matt. 6:25–34), thus expressing the 

filial instinct that the Holy Spirit has implanted in them (Rom. 8:15–17; Gal. 4:6). 

Adoption and regeneration accompany each other as two aspects of the salvation that Christ brings 

(John 1:12–13), but they are to be distinguished. Adoption is the bestowal of a relationship, while 

regeneration is the transformation of our moral nature. Yet the link is evident; God wants his children, 

whom he loves, to bear his character, and takes action accordingly. 

(From J.I. Packer; Concise Theology. Pp. 167 ff) 

 

 

 
From the November 24, 2019 Sermon: Adoption: Sons and Daughters of the King of Heaven. 

I.  Our Life as Orphans 

A.  Orphans are often not sure they belong anywhere. 

B.  Orphans are often unsettled and uncertain about the present and the future. 

C.  Orphans are often seeking to earn favor. 

D.  Orphans often see themselves as “victims” who have suffered at the hands of unfair or unjust situations. 

E.  The Old Testament picture of the orphan is one who suffers greatly and endures many hardships.  Psalm 94:6; 

Isaiah 10:1-2; Jeremiah 5:28 

F.  All of the above type situations seem to make a case for the orphan to be pictured as one in bondage. 

G.  Before a person becomes a part of the family of God, they are an orphan on the outside of grace, and in 

bondage to sIn.   



H.  The situation is desperate for the orphan.  Like Anne, we may dream of tomorrow, but there is no hope. Is that 

true of you today? Are you outside the family of God? Come in faith and repentance today! Listen how you 

can go from under judgment of God to being a part of God’s “forever family.” 

II. Our Life as Adopted Sons and Daughters  

A.  The Christian has been adopted as an act of God’s love that flows from the “heart” of God. 

B.  Our adoption comes as a result of the work of Jesus Christ Who is the Redeemer [the One Who pays the price 

of our deliverance from sIn through His righteous obedience and His death and resurrection on our behalf].   

C.  The adopted child learns to rest in the completed work of Christ on his / her behalf.  “Jesus, I am resting, 

resting!” (Trinity #188) 

D.  We have a new “identity” and a greatly changed sense of the source of our “worth.” 

1.  Our worth has nothing to do with what we have done, either good or bad. 

2.  Our worth has to do with the fact that we have been made in the image of God. 

3.  Our worth has to do with Jesus Christ’s payment of the penalty for our sIn, and with Christ’s righteousness 

being imputed [attributed or credited] to us. 

4.  Our worth has to do with the fact that God has not left us as orphans, but has adopted us as His sons and 

daughters. Isaiah 56:5; 2 Corinthians 6:18 

5.  We are adopted by the Lord God Almighty! 

6.  We are Princes and Princesses! 

7.  Christ has become our older brother. 

8.  We are no longer slaves, but we are heirs with Christ!  Romans 8:17 

E.  When God the Father looks at His adopted children, He delights in them! (End of 3 book illustration by Dr. 

Krabbendam.) 

F.  We also wait for the full realization of our adoption which will come in heaven when we have fulfilled the 

redemption of our body.  Romans 8:18-25    This is “future glory!” 

G.  While it wasn’t really true for Daddy Warbucks and Annie, it is true for us, and we can sing “Together at last! 

Together for ever!”  Our song is even better!  Revelation 19:4-9; 22:1-6  “Blessed are the sons of God, here 

and in eternity.” 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY 

 

Welcome to the family, 

We are glad that you have come 

To share your life with us, 

As we grow in love, 

And may we always be to you 

What God would have us be, 

A family always there, 

To be strong and to lean on. 

 

May we learn to love each other 

More with each new day, 

May words of love be on our lips 

In ev’ry thing we say. 

May the Spirit melt our hearts, 

And teach us how to pray, 

That we might be a true family. 
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