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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things 

were true. 

      James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Introduction:  At Urbana 1970 (the Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship triennial mission’s conference) I heard Paul Little 

speak on “God’s Will for Me and World Evangelism.”  I was a junior in college and this Urbana Conference left a 

profound impact on me. The teaching on John 13 by John Stott showed me the need to be a servant to God’s people. 

But Paul Little’s message helped me to process the question of how we can think through God’s will for His people. 

This is probably one of the most asked questions of pastors…. Paul Little began his message with a question…. This 

question came up on our Wednesday afternoon Shepherd Group Community in the fall, and I promised them that I 

would address this in a sermon.  In the wise providence of God, we come to this passage during our national crisis. 

I. We certainty know some things that are God’s Will for His people. 

 A. We know the command in Matthew 28:16-20 to be about the business of making disciples throughout the world. 

 B. We know from what we read earlier in the worship service that God wants “mature” disciples as a goal of the 

Church. Eph. 4:13   When I came to Trinity I summed up my goal and your goal as “making maturing disciples 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, in Harrisburg and the world; as we are worshipping together, gathering, perfecting and 

loving His saints, who will glorify and enjoy God, both now and forever! (See page 4 of the worship bulletin.) 

 C. God is explicit in other places about what He wants from His people, for example… 1 Thess. 4:3 “For this is the 

will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality…” Ponder all the commands in Bible. 

 D. We know in an even more basic call in John 3:16 and John 20:30-31 is for people to respond to the free offer of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and by believing we might have eternal life in His name.   

 E. But while some things are clear about God’s will, often there is uncertainty re the things not revealed in Bible.  

II. The Historical Events regarding Paul doing God’s will in Acts 15-16 about how and where they were do serve. 

A.  Paul evidently believed that it was God’s will for Paul to go on another missionary journey. 

B.  Paul evidently believed that it would have been God’s will for Barnabas to go with him to strengthen the 

churches. 

C.  Barnabas evidently thought it was God’s will for him to go and it was God’s will to take John Mark with them. 

D.  Paul evidently believed that it was not God’s will to take JM w/ them because in Acts 13:13 JM deserted them. 

E.  What they originally wanted, and what they thought was God’s will did NOT turn out to be God’s will and 

they eventually saw God’s will in them heading in different directions. 

F.  Paul evidently shared his understanding of God’s plan for his life with the church of Christ and they concurred 

with him. 

G.  Paul had a desire to take Silas and Timothy with him, and it turned out that God allowed that. 

H.  It appears that Paul wanted to go to Asia to do something wonderful… “preach the word.”  Was that God’s 

will? ____ 

I.  Paul’s will was thwarted by the Holy Spirit. 

J.  Paul wanted to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit it. 

K.  Paul was given a vision at night in which he understood that God was calling him to preach the gospel in 

Macedonia. 

III. A (not exhaustive) Biblical guide to knowing God’s will for your life in general and in specific situations. 

1. Pray! 

2. Pray some more!  Paul Little asked… how many of you who want to know God’s will for your life, don’t even 

spend 5 minutes a day in prayer seeking God’s guidance? 

3. Read and obey God’s Word.  There are many things that are quite clear in the Scriptures about God’s will for 

you. See “I A – D Today in the beginning of our worship: How can a young man keep his way pure?  By 

keeping it according to Your word. Ps 119:9   OBEY GOD’S WORD! 

4. Paul knew it was God’s will (Matthew 28 & Acts 1, 9) for the gospel to go forward and he acted on what he 

knew.  Spend time doing things in obedience to God’s Word which may lead to His showing you His will.  

Mission trips have been used of God to lead many people into missionary service. 



5. What do you want to do? Your prayer and Scripture reading will inform and shape your desires.  Is there 

anything in violation of the Scriptures or good and necessary consequence?  If not, pursue it!  (Is it a violation 

of my vows to God regarding baptism, church membership, marriage, ordination, etc.) Do what you want! Just 

because you want to do something doesn’t mean it is NOT His will.  We can generally say that God is NOT 

out to keep you from being happy & holy. 

6. Keep praying and reading the Scriptures in context!  I don’t recommend putting wool out on the grass. 

7. As you pursue it, get Godly counsel  -- “Where there is no guidance the people fall, But in abundance of 

counselors there is victory.” Proverbs 11:14   Go to Pastors & Elders who must give an account for your soul. 

Hebrews 13:17  Many bad choices could have been avoided by talking it over with a variety of Godly 

counselors who often have a bigger and better perspective.  [Your pastors highly recommend “pre-

engagement” counseling and pre-marriage counseling. We stand ready to give counsel for other struggles.] 

  Be wary of the person who has a personal pipeline to God.  “God told me” or “God led me” may sound 

spiritual but could be very dangerous if spiritually mature people don’t concur (and especially other people who are 

impacted by someone else’s “leading.” (Joni Eareckson Tada)          Paul Little: guess whose radar is jammed!  

8. Keep praying and reading the Scriptures in context.  Don’t open Bible and point. [Judas-Do likewise -Quickly] 

9. Pursue it.  God may open the door or He may close the door. 

a. God closed the door for Paul to take Barnabas. 

b. God opened the door for Silas and Timothy. 

c. God closed the door to Bithynia & opened Macedon. 

d. God closed the door for Jonah to run away from ministry. 

e. “The mind of man plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps.” Proverbs 16.9 

f. Here we are in a pandemic, and we can see lots of closed doors.  Weddings, Funerals, Graduations 

and a host of other events… many planned, but God directed steps in very different ways. So we… 

10. Keep praying and reading the Scriptures in context! Read entire book of James.  James 1:22 each week. ↑↑↑↑↑ 

11. God uses a variety of means to close doors.  I Thessalonians 2:17-18 (Satan); Acts 16 (Holy Spirit); Romans 

1:11-13 (?)      God is using the pandemic… But, go up to 30,000 feet… and we see that God is ruling over all! 

12. Keep praying and reading the Scriptures in context.   Read and pray more & more Scripture – Ephesians 4 & 5+ 

13. “God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which 

He will judge the world in righteousness…” Acts 17:30-31 

14. Matt Ebling had / has a desire to be a medical missionary… closed doors and obstacles do not always mean that 

God is saying no, but He may be teaching us a lesson similar to Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 & 2 Cor. 12:7-10  

15. Having gone through this process of Prayer, Scripture, Consulting – Repeat! … don’t go ahead if convicted it is  

not right OR go ahead if convicted it is right and then….  wait and see what God does in your life. 

IV.  But having done all of that, sometimes we have made, make, and will make some disastrous decisions. What then? 

A. Paige and I know a woman who generally followed the steps above, knowing that one clear part of God’s will is 

that a Christian shouldn’t marry a non-Christian (2 Corinthians 6:14). After the wedding she learned he had 

lied to her.  Lots of pain for all involved. Lots of suffering.  God eventually gave her pleasant providence. 

B. When we left a church we had been serving, the search committee received some information about one of their 

missionaries, and they prayed and checked things out and thought they had followed these principles. But 

without putting sufficient time into the screening of multiple candidates, they made a hasty recommendation. 

They called a supported missionary, and it turned out to be a disastrous decision. After a year or so of great 

damage to the congregation, the pastor and his family, they severed their relationship.  After going through 

several pastors, God provided an excellent pastor with a long and stable relationship. 

C. Joseph: As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.  Genesis 50:20 

D.  David was the praying and singing psalmist and King of Israel, but in the midst of his not leading his people 

into battle in 2 Samuel 11 he engaged in sexual immorality and the murder of many men. But the one true, 

living, sovereign God taught lessons of repentance that teach the church of Christ today. We delight in reading, 

praying and singing Psalm 51… Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love… Wash me 

thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sIn is ever 

before me.  Against You, You only, have I sInned and done what is evil in Your sight… The sacrifices of God 

are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God You will not despise. 

E. As we come in broken repentance, as we seek God’s will in our lives, we will be able to celebrate what Tom 

Cannon celebrated… that “every day is another opportunity to see God’s grace.” We can sing “God of grace, 

… Oh the miracle of mercy Jesus reaches down to me. … God of grace, I trust in Jesus; I’m accepted as His 

own. Every day new grace sustains me, as I lean on Him alone.” 


