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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things 

were true. 

      James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Introduction: Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, Indeed!  That is Good News!  Don’t keep it to yourself. The historical 

account before us is filled with Good News that our world needs to hear all the time, including during Covid-19. 

 

I. The Historical Account is intriguing, captivating and has some descriptions that might remind us of our situation. 

A. The city of Samaria (capital of north) was under siege by Ben-hadad, King of Syria (Aram). This is the same 

King who had sent Naaman to be healed from leprosy (chapter 5) and a great army to seize Elisha (chapter 6).  

B. The famine was so great that the least desirable parts of an unclean animal were being sold at exorbitant prices 

so that only the rich could have paid this. The poor were in bad shape. We see this during our emergency. 

C. There were incredibly sad and sInful deceits and “unspeakable acts” which revealed the depths of sIn&despair. 

D. The King of Israel, Jehoram (3:1), blamed Elisha, the prophet of the True God, for the unpleasant providence 

instead of looking to the True God in repentance for His solutions.  (Read Deuteronomy 28 for a description of 

the blessings that would come to Israel if they would “fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all 

His commands” v. 1  and a description of the curses that would come “However, if you do not obey the Lord 

your God and do not carefully follow all His commands and decrees …, all these curses will come upon you 

and overtake you. (v. 15.)  Verses 49-57 describe the kind of situation that took place here in 2 Kings 6. 

E. God provided a miracle to vanquish the enemy and to provide in abundance for the Israelites. This miracle 

related back to the miracle of the blinded Syrian soldiers and the horses and the chariots of fire. 2 Kings 6:17 

F. The lepers who discovered the empty camp, looked out for their own interests.  “They eat and drink as 

ravenously as men who had been starving so long would do.  Twilight had deepened into darkness before 

hunger and greed were satisfied.  Not till then did they awake to their duty; …, it is fear of punishment, not 

care for a city full of hungry men, that moves them.”  Alexander MacLaren 

G. The Word of God that the prophet Elisha spoke was fulfilled, and the royal officer (captain) realized too late 

 

II. The Good News for today found in this text and other passages that flow from this text. 

A. God is clearly sovereign in the difficulties experienced then and now.  God used a wicked King to bring well 

deserved judgment upon the northern tribes in Israel. While we do not understand the exact reasons God 

acts, we know God is sovereign in our difficulties. We must be careful not to “know” the reasons… 

B. When God spoke His word through Elisha (6:1, 17, 18, 20, and 16) what was spoken was fulfilled.  God 

always keeps His promises. As the Christian faces Covid-19 we can be comforted that Jesus promised in 

John 6:39 that He would not lose anyone the Father has given Him but will raise up those people on the last 

day. (We will get a resurrected body one day!) We can be comforted that Jesus promised the Christian, “my 

sheep” “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My 

Father… is greater than all, and not one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” John 10: 28-29 

C. [God’s Word is always true.  The Hittites mentioned in 7:6 were used as an illustration by theologically 

liberal scholars to say that God’s word has errors. Until around 1917 (1906) we had no archeological 

evidence that they had existed. Then they were “found” and the Hittites are in every history book since then.] 

D. People who believe that God cannot provide deliverance are wrong.  They make decisions based on what 

they know, rather than accepting by faith what God has said in His word. The captain virtually mocks God 

and said that the need was so great that if God opened windows in heaven, God could not provide the needed 

food. One day “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Philippians 2:10-11 

E. The Good News is that while civil government (in Syria and in Israel) could not accomplish what was 

desired, God provides the answers.   The Good News is that we do not have to look to civil government as 

our Savior.  We need to look to our Sovereign Triune God as He reveals Himself in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ultimately God is the only one who can provide relief from the Corona virus. We pray for the civil 

authorities to be successful in fighting the virus and providing healing. But the government cannot ultimately 

solve these matters.  The Creator is in charge, and He will most likely use woman and men made in His 

image to bring resolution here, if resolution is His will. But it is to the Creator / Redeemer to whom we cry 



to solve these matters. God broke the evil thoughts and plans of two kings, one captain and many individuals 

in Israel.    Even the acts of the wicked will be good for the people of God and will ultimately honor Him. 

F. Outward repentance is not enough. Wearing sackcloth was a sign of humiliation and repentance, but the 

King’s actions did not match the clothing he was wearing. The Good News is that God sees the heart and is 

not deceived by mere words or mere wearing of clothing. The Good News is that God grants repentance and 

faith to His people. 

G. Although the people of Israel deserved God’s wrath, God demonstrated His grace to His people. They did 

not deserve the deliverance He provided.  We don’t deserve His grace and yet He provides it. 

 

“We are reminded that our salvation depends not only on God’s willingness to do for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves, but also, because his deliverance is so great, it depends on hearts ready to believe that his salvation is 

true. When God’s outrageous free grace seems just too good to be true, believe it! It was designed to be 

outrageous and remarkable. Grace involves no balancing of the scales, no careful weighing of merits and demerits. 

Because of Christ’s atoning work, God’s grace washes over us and into our lives regardless of what we deserve or 

do not deserve. Humble yourself. Receive it.” [Gospel Transformation Bible: English Standard Version. Miles 

Van Pelt, Bryan Chapell, Dane Ortlund. Wheaton, IL. Crossway. 2013. P. 462]  That is Good News! 

 

III. The contemporary problem of a city, nation and world “under siege” by Covid-19 and many other ways. 

A. The spiritual food that many people are consuming is “unclean” and toxic to their spiritual well-being. 

B. The people are filled with deceit. (Romans 3) 

C. The people are “cannibalizing” their offspring.  The culture and society lets them be eaten by the horrors of 

abuse, abortion as birth control, sexual immorality, the teaching of lies as truth and truth as lies. 

D. The “Godly messengers” are blamed for the problems, rather than people coming to God in Repentance. 

 

IV. The Day of Good News in 2020 

A. The day of good news has come that Jesus Christ has paid the penalty for sIn that separates His people from 

God and provides His imputed righteousness and spiritual life-giving food for those who are dead! 

B.  The day of good news does not involve us simply satisfying our material desires.  “So we fix our eyes not on 

what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” II 

Corinthians 4:18;  “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where 

….  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” Colossians 3:1-2 

C. While we have the responsibility to be “maturing disciples” (Ephesians 4:13), that maturity does not involve 

us simply satisfying our own hungry spiritual stomachs.  “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, 

keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things 

above, not on the things that are on earth.” Colossians 3:1-2        Matthew 28… into all the world… 

D. “Maturing disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ” are ones who take seriously the responsibility to be “gathering 

God’s saints” into the visible church (and Lord willing, into the invisible, true Church of Jesus Christ) as 

well as the responsibility to be “perfecting” the saints.  (See WCF Chapter 25, Paragraph 3)  

E. We are not called upon to speak the good news because of our fear of punishment, but rather out of love for 

God and gratitude for His grace in our lives. II Corinthians 5:11, 14,15 “For Christ’s love compels us” 

(NIV) “For the love of Christ controls us (ESV and NASB) 

F. As the disciples on the road to Emmaus “got up and returned at once” (Luke 24:33) to share the Good News 

of Jesus’ resurrection, so may we be ready to share the Day of Good News. (Sermon last Sunday night.) 

G. Pray daily that God would enable you to see the world around you as spiritually starving and dead in 

trespasses and sIns. Pray that God would enable you to see each individual as either a brother or sister in 

Christ, or a dead sInner in need of a Savior.  Pray that you will always look at people in their need, both 

spiritually and physically. Don’t think poverty or Covid-19 is more important than their sIn…. 

H. Pray that we will grow as individuals and as a congregation in telling the good news!  Pray that God would 

use us to bring His saints, His people to Himself. Pray for us to more and more declare the good news to our 

spiritually starving community in more and more creative and effective ways, while never neglecting the 

God ordained means of the preaching of God’s Word from the pulpit. Pray for conversions, a great 

awakening, revival, renewal, reformation and a change from the inside by the Spirit all over the world. 
“O Lord, constrain and move Your Church the glad news to impart!  And Lord, as now You stir Your 

Church, begin within my heart.” Anne Ortlund (1966) for Billy Graham World Congress on Evangelism 
As I preach from 2 Kings, in addition to studying and wrestling with the text personally and directly, I am in great debt to the thoughts and 

words of many commentators, including:, J Calvin, Ralph Davis, Sinclair Ferguson, Keil and Delitzsch,, Stuart Olyott, A Pink and other 

authors.  Many of their actual common words and thought patters will be incorporated into my thoughts and my preaching in this series.  
Longer quotations will be identified.  I hold myself (and obviously not them) accountable for any errors. 


