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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things 

were true. 

      James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 

Introduction: Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, Indeed! Oh, how I long to hear that from you this year, as I did last year! 

But in the sovereign plan of God for our lives… it was written in the books of all of our lives, (on page 2020 04 12 

1015)  that there would only be a handful of us here today and that you all would be in your scattered places.(Psalm 

139:16) Last year I ended the Easter service by exhorting you to not get stuck in the darkness of the world, the darkness 

of the problems you were facing.  I said: “I believe that some of us here today are going through very difficult days.  

You are living in the “Friday” of darkness, misery, and despair. You need to see the big picture.  You need to see that 

God is sovereign and He is in control of all things.  You may feel like it is Friday, but if you are trusting in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, it is not just that Sunday is coming… but that Sunday is here!  Learn from the illustrative story of 

Wellington and Napoleon at Waterloo. Don’t be discouraged by only part of the story.  Rejoice in God providing 

salvation from His wrath through the Lord Jesus Christ.”   

 

And what a difference a year makes!  What a difference a month or two makes.  Our normal routines have been turned 

upside down.  So many people have died. So many have wondered if they would die, but then have recovered from the 

disease. A parody birthday song begins, “Grief, misery and despair, people dying everywhere…” but it is not a parody 

any longer.  It is reality for so many people around the world. The Christian must never misinterpret unpleasant 

providence, or disastrous providence to mean that God doesn’t love His people.  In John 11 the Lord Jesus Christ loved 

his friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus, but when Jesus heard Lazarus was sick, he delayed going to heal him.  But it was 

a delay out of love. Jesus would demonstrate His power over death, by raising Lazarus from the dead (although Lazarus 

would at a later date die like all human beings and remain in the grave until the “last day.”   The measure of God’s 

love is not in the pleasantness or unpleasantness of our lives, but God demonstrated His love for us in that while we 

were still sInners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8 

 

What do people need to hear now? People in your family, people in your community, people in your school and work – 

when you get back there?  It is the same thing that people needed to hear before coronavirus. It is the same thing that 

people needed to hear at the time you were born.  It is the same thing that people needed to hear in the day of George 

Washington, in the day of Napoleon.  It is the same thing that people needed to hear at the time of the Renaissance and 

the Reformation, in the Middle Ages, in the days of Rome. It is the same thing that will need to be preached from this 

pulpit after I am long gone.  This is one thing that should never change in the church. This is what should always be the 

same: the preaching of the Gospel as it has been handed down to us from the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of 

our Church, and the Apostle Paul, who wrote, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, this text in 1 Corinthians 15.   

 

Imagine for a moment it is a hot summer day.  Imagine you have a watermelon patch with virtually unlimited 

watermelons.  You break open the watermelon and don’t fool around with anything except the core. You go for the 

most ripe, sweet, watery, juicy, reddish fleshy part.  You scoop up the core!  And as you eat it, you let it drip! The core! 

This morning I want you to see the core of the Gospel message in Christianity, yesterday, today and forever! It will be 

more delicious than that watermelon. It will be more precious than gold. 

 
I.  The historical situation. 

A. Paul had been addressing several matters, including, but not limited to, sexual immorality in the church, 

lawsuits among the believers, marriage and singleness, food offered to idols, idolatry, the Lord’s Supper and 

spiritual gifts. It was quite a letter to an unsettled church. It continues to teach God’s people today. 

B. Paul then turned his attention to the question of the resurrection. 



C. There were those among them who denied the resurrection. Paul made it clear that if there is no resurrection, 

then Christianity is a horrible hoax and myth that should Can not be followed, and that our faith is worthless and 

we are of all men most to be pitied.  I Corinthians 15:17-19 

D. While other topics were of great importance, Paul distinguishes his new topic as of primary importance: For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received… (1 Corinthians 15:3) 

E.     Paul reminded the brothers (men and women) of the Gospel he had proclaimed.   

F.     The Gospel is the message of who Jesus is and what He did. Paul instructed the Corinthians in what was vital in 

that Gospel.  That same Gospel remains vital to us here at Trinity in Harrisburg, Hershey and around the world. 

II. Paul identified four items that were of first importance, each one beginning with the conjunction “that” 

(Greek: hoti) 

A. That Christ died for our sIns in accordance with the Scriptures, 

B. That He was buried, 

C. That He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 

D. That He appeared to Cephas (Peter), then to the twelve, then… 

III.   That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures. 

A. We celebrated this on Friday.  Christ died as the substitute for all His people. He died for “our” sIns. 

B. The Bible makes it clear that all have sInned (Romans 3:23) and there is no one righteous, no not one (Romans 

3:10) and the wages of sIn is death (Romans 6:23). 

C.  Jesus said in John 10: 11 and 15 that He would be laying down His life for the sheep.  He didn’t die for those       

not His sheep. John 10:26 

D. This is consistent with the language of Isaiah 53 and other passages. 

E.    He became sIn for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21 We repeated this phrase 3 times Friday:   The Power of the Cross 

F.    He bore the wrath of God and met the demands of the law and our just God.  In Christ Alone speaks of the wrath 

of God being satisfied with the Lord Jesus Christ’s death.  

G. The Greek tense for “Christ died” is the past tense- a single action. 

H. Many historians begrudgingly acknowledge the accurate, true historicity of the life and death of Christ. But they 

often miss the reasons for and importance of his death: Christ died (once for all time) for our sIns. 

IV. That He was buried 

A. This is the attested historical fact.  He really died. Roman policy. 

B. He was really buried.  There was a tomb that many saw. There was no mistaking which tomb it was that had 

been sealed and which had a guard posted. 

C. The Greek tense for “He was buried” is the past tense – a single action. 

V.  That He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scripture 

 A. Here the Greek tense “for the verb to be raised is the perfect tense to indicate an action that occurred in the past 

but has lasting relevance for the present…. That is, Jesus was raised from the dead and continues his life in the 

resurrected state.” Simon J. Kistemaker 

 B. All four of the Gospels present the resurrection of Christ clearly as they testify to the empty tomb. 

 C. God the Father was the one who raised Jesus from the dead. It is the Father who figuratively “tore the bars away.”  

 D. My professor in college, who was an ordained pastor in the denomination in which I grew up, professed “belief” 

in the resurrection of Jesus, but denied that a video camera would have recorded the stone being rolled away and 

the tomb actually being empty. He believed the “idea of Jesus” was resurrected.  Peter would boldly correct this 

error!  “We saw Him and we ate with Him!”  Acts 10:39-41 The Bible makes it clear that this was a physical 

resurrection.  The body was no longer in the tomb and our Lord Jesus Christ had a resurrected body that was 

recognized, that could eat and drink and that could walk and talk.  It was a body that on Ascension Day 

physically ascended into Heaven. 

VI. That He appeared to… 

A. Paul mentions many of Jesus’ post resurrection appearances here, but he does not mention them all. The 

Gospels record others who saw the Risen Christ. 

B. Jesus appeared prior to His ascension to Heaven to individuals, small groups and large groups. At the time Paul 

wrote this letter to the church in Corinth, most of the more than 500 people to whom Christ appeared at one time 

were still alive. In Jewish tradition, you needed two or three witnesses to verify the truth of a situation.  God 

provided 500 at one time!  [The implication was clear:  check out the truth of the resurrection from those living 

people!]  Many of those people would die for this truth as martyrs. They were not going to die for a lie. 

C. Paul said, “Last of all…he appeared also to me.” Paul was one who hated the message of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and who persecuted the church. When Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, he was fighting against the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  He was something like a “hostile witness.” He was not hoping for the resurrection! 



VII.     Paul reminded the Corinthians that he had preached this message and that they had believed it.  The call to you 

today, is to believe this same message, this same Gospel… That Jesus…. Don’t “tarry till you are better” (you’ll 

never come) but come to Him now.  Come in faith and repentance.  Acknowledge your sIn and need of a Savior 

to pay your penalty, and to give you a perfection / righteousness not your own. Come to the Lord Jesus today.  

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Acts 16:31 

   In the John 11 passage dealing with the death of Lazarus, Jesus boldly and truthfully proclaimed: I am the 

resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes 

in Me will never die.  Do you believe this? She [Martha] said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You 

are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world. John 11:25-27  

 

 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;  but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.  John 20:30–31 (ESV)  

 

 

 

VII. Persecution may come… “Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!”  Problems may come in your personal life.  

“Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!” Problems may come in your family life. “Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!” 

The problems and effects of coronavirus may come in your life. “Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!”  Problems may 

come in your employment or financial life. “Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!”  Problems may come in your 

spiritual life. “Christ is Risen!” “He is Risen, Indeed!”  Times of doubt may come, but rest assured, “Christ is Risen, He 

is Risen Indeed!” 

 

 

 

 

RESURRECTION 

JESUS CHRIST WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the 

tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord 

Jesus.               LUKE 24:1–3 

 

Jesus’ resurrection, which was a divine act involving all three Persons of the Godhead (John 10:17–18; Acts 13:30–35; 

Rom. 1:4), was not just a resuscitation of the ruined physical frame that was taken down from the cross for burial. It was, 

rather, a transformation of Jesus’ humanity that enabled him to appear, vanish, and move unseen from one location to 

another (Luke 24:31, 36). It was the creative renewing of his original body, the body that is now fully glorified and 

deathless (Phil. 3:21; Heb. 7:16, 24). The Son of God in heaven still lives in and through that body, and will do so forever. 

In 1 Corinthians 15:50–54, Paul envisages that Christians who are alive on earth at the moment of Christ’s return will 

undergo a similar transformation, though in 2 Corinthians 5:1–5 he shows himself aware that Christians who die before 

the Second Coming will be “clothed” with their new body (the “eternal house in heaven”) as a distinct event, at or after 

the time of the old body’s return to dust (Gen. 3:19). 

Christianity rests on the certainty of Jesus’ resurrection as a space-time occurrence in history. All four Gospels 

highlight it, focusing on the empty tomb and resurrection appearances, and Acts insists on it (Acts 1:3; 2:24–35; 3:15; 

4:10; 5:30–32; 13:33–37). Paul regarded the Resurrection as indisputable proof that the message about Jesus as Judge and 

Savior is true (Acts 17:31; 1 Cor. 15:1–11, 20). 

Jesus’ resurrection demonstrated his victory over death (Acts 2:24; 1 Cor. 15:54–57), vindicated him as righteous 

(John 16:10), and indicated his divine identity (Rom. 1:4). It led on to his ascension and enthronement (Acts 1:9–11; 2:34; 

Phil. 2:9–11; cf. Isa. 53:10–12) and his present heavenly reign. It guarantees the believer’s present forgiveness and 

justification (Rom. 4:25; 1 Cor. 15:17) and is the basis of resurrection life in Christ for the believer here and now (John 

11:25–26; Rom. 6; Eph. 1:18–2:10; Col. 2:9–15; 3:1–4).   

Packer, J.I., Concise theology: a guide to historic Christian beliefs. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House 

 

 
As I preach from 1 Corinthians and from the Gospel of John, in addition to studying and wrestling with the text personally and directly, I am 

in great debt to the thoughts and words of many commentators, including:  J Boice, J Calvin, W Hendriksen, K Hughes, L Morris, A Pink and 

other authors.  Many of their actual common words and thought patters will be incorporated into my thoughts and my preaching in this series.  
Longer quotations will be identified.  I hold myself (and obviously not them) accountable for any errors. 


