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II Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.
	Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures every day to see if these things were true.
	James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says!
	John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son [the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Introduction:  The Nuevo coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) has raised questions in the minds of many people around the world. What is going on? Are things out of control?  Is this a proof that a loving God does not exist? When our President called for a “Day of Prayer” last Sunday I read comments from people who scoff at the idea that God exists and mocked our President for not calling for a “Day of Science” instead.  There have been some inflammatory comments that have come from people within the visible Christian community claiming to know the specific reasons for the pandemic. There have been obvious responses of mercy from a broad spectrum of the visible Christian community.  How do we deal with these kinds of situations? What is the Biblical perspective we should have?  Exodus 34:5-9 instructs us that we serve the God of Mercy and the God of Justice.   
	There is so much that we just don’t know.  There is so much that we don’t understand about God and His ways. God does not seek our advice on things. “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon. For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:6-9   We are not omniscient, God is. 
I.  The Disasters in Job 1-3
	A.  Job was a godly, wealthy man who feared God.
	B. At the invitation of, and with the permission of God, Satan brought hard times to bear upon Job. Then Satan disappeared from the scene.  God was always in charge. This is made absolutely clear in Job 38-42.  Trust me. It is not about you, it is for the glory of God.
	C. Job lost his economic resources, his children, and his health. 
	D. While in the midst of great adversity and disaster, he knew that he needed to accept both pleasant and unpleasant (disastrous) situations from God. He fell on the ground and worshiped, and he said “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD. In all this, Job did not sIn by charging God with wrongdoing.” Job 1:20-22
	E. A fundamental principle that we must get deep within us – Is the Creator – Creature distinction.  Please read Romans 9 frequently. Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! … So then He has mercy on whomever He wills. But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? 
II. The disasters in Luke 13:1-5
A.  The people evidently saw in these events the sIn of the victims. Were they worse sInners than others?  No! We have no other knowledge about these events. We know Pilate was heinous.
    B.  This is the same attitude that we saw in Job’s “friends.”  “It is your fault! There is sIn.”
    C.  This is the attitude of the disciples in John 9:1-2 with the man who was blind from birth.
	D.    Jesus makes it clear they were not worse sInners, and the call is to repent or perish. Everyone   of us deserves his wrath. Our sIns they are many, His mercy is more!” Getty, Papa, Boswell
	E.    Pilate ended up spilling the blood of the only innocent – Jesus- the true sacrifice for sIn.
III. Several Responses
A. Jesus teaches that when calamity strikes, we should ask, “What lesson is there in this for me? I need to repent. Amos 4:6-13; Revelation 16:8-9.  We shouldn’t be afraid to communicate this.  This is the lesson that Jesus explicitly taught. Luke 13.  The most important concern is for the souls of people.  Hebrews 9:27- 28 die once then judgment. Christ bore the sIns of many. We all deserve eternal judgment in hell. It is only by God’s amazing grace that we can have eternal life.  See John 3:16 (above) and v.18 condemned already… [We can show that concern in part through the meeting of physical needs that I expect to be very great in the near future. This is one reason we encourage your financial mercy support to go through the Church of Christ where we minister mercy in the name of Christ.] 
B.  Are you a repentant, trusting Christ person here this morning? If not, today is the day of salvation!  Jesus: there is joy before the angels of God over one sInner who repents. Luke 15:10
C. We need to see that there is purpose in this.  God rules all things for His own glory.  See Romans 9   While we should see all these events as a “wakeup call” for people to know that the world deserves to be wiped out by plague for our rebellion against God: for people to be prepared to die and face God;  and pray for repentance, a great awakening, revival; we need to be careful to not jump to conclusions about how bad someone is when something painful and disastrous happens.  In 2005 Hurricane Katrina destroyed more churches than gambling casinos.  Dr. Albert Mohler reminded me that God did not choose to send an earthquake to deal with Hitler, Stalin or Pol Pot.
D. There was a magnitude 5.7 earthquake in Utah on Wednesday. We need to recognize that the God of the Bible controls the winds and the waves and the cracks in the earth. Numbers 16. The same must be true of pandemics. God is not God if there is one molecule out of His control. We will not understand this on earth. The secret things belong to the Lord. Deut. 29:29. 
E. The uncertainty of life is something that needs to be seen.  People assume that they will have plenty of time to die. James 4:13-16
F. In the language of Jonathan Edwards, every person stands on that slippery slope into eternal hell, held back by the restraining hand of God.  We are never sure as to when that restraining hand may be withdrawn.  This is true for one person or for thousands of people in the world.
G. I was 21 years old, in college, and fortunately learning about the Sovereignty of God from the Bible and Loraine Boettner’s The Reformed doctrine of Predestination.  (It is free online at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/boettner/predest.html) 
H. It is a bad question to ask: “Why did all those innocent people die in this pandemic?”  To ask that question is to assume morally neutral at worst, or morally good people.  All have sInned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23 The fact that God endures the iniquity of the wicked for a time (See Genesis 15:16) does not mean they are innocent.  Every non-Christian who died deserved it and their soul went on to Hell.  Every Christian who died, deserved it, but their soul is in Heaven because of God’s grace, and not because of any good that they ever did.
I. Remember: “The measure of God’s love is not in the pleasantness or unpleasantness of our circumstances, but that God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still sInners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8   We sing “Christ the victim, Christ the priest.” 
J. May you, may we, may I rest in our sympathetic Priest in Harrisburg who died on our behalf as our substitute and who lived a perfect life so His righteousness could be imputed to us.
K. Our only hope for life; and our only hope in pandemic; and our only hope in death is “In Christ Alone.”   “No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; from life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand; ‘til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.”  Getty and Townend   CCLI# 703337
