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NEW YEAR, NEW YOUTH GROUP? 
Say it ain’t so?  It seems like school just got out and we were heading for 

Germany on a missions trip, taking hikes and enjoying ball games.  But alas, it is 
here.  Wow!  That was fast!  Must be me just getting older.  Whether you are in 
denial or not, the new year is here, and we are ready to fly into it, fast and 
furious.  The leadership team (adults and student leaders) got together to 
think about our youth ministry.  It was neat to talk about the strengths of our 
youth group.  I was so encouraged.  It was also good to talk about the 
challenges we faced as a youth group this past year.  
After looking at these two things we were able to 

talk about the goals we have for our youth ministry this year.  Here are 
our six goals.  First, in our small groups we want to have more time to pray 
and share what we are learning in our own times in the word.  We want to 
use technology to keep tabs on each other through the week.  Second, 
we want to develop deeper relationships: the adults getting to know the 
students and the students getting to know each other.  Third, we want 
the students to really develop spiritually and desire to learn and grow in 
their faith.  Fourth, we want to see the youth involved in the broad life 

of the church, not just youth group.  Fifth, we want to see the students 
praying for the adult who is praying for them and develop relationships with 
other adults in the church.  Last, we want all our leaders to set an example by 
following through on these goals in youth group this year. We are using these 
goals to guide the topics we teach, the events we participate in and the 
service projects we get involved with.  I am excited to see what the Lord is 
going to do.  Our leadership team has a real desire to grow our ministry in 
quality and not just in quantity.  We want to see our students own and live out 
their faith starting in youth group and permeating out into the rest of their 
lives.    

We are making some changes to the structure of youth group for both Middle and High School.  
In High School, we are going to have open gym and fellowship time from 4:30 to 5:30 before youth 
group and then have youth group from 5:30 to 7:30. In youth group, we are 
going to put more of our time into small group Bible studies on a certain topic 
that is the same for all the groups.  We will end each youth group with worship 
and prayer together, demonstrating our unity as a group.  From 7:30 to 8:00 we 
will hang out in the youth room, eat and fellowship to close our time together.  
These are not huge changes, but ones that we are putting into place to meet 
our goals and attempt to have a group that is more unified.  Pray for us and 
that the Lord would grow this ministry by growing us all in our faith and walk 
with Him.  To God be all the glory.    
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Meet the New Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Meg Menkis 
It is amazing for me to think about how when my husband Jon interned here at 

Trinity in 2015, the Lord knew what was going to come- Trinity would become our home 
church, we would meet so many loving and supportive people, and I would become the 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator! For those of you who do not know me, I would love to 
share a little bit more about myself and my family.  I graduated from Messiah College 
with a degree in Studio Art and Psychology, and went on to receive my masters at 
Marywood in Scranton. I am passionate about my faith, art, and working with children. In 
addition to working at Trinity, I also work as a Child and Family Therapist. Jon and I have 
been married for 3 years, and we have been serving as high school youth leaders for 

almost 2 years. We have a rescue dog named Mac who loves belly rubs. In my free time, aside from spending time with 
my family, I love to make ceramics, take pictures, bake, and garden.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as Trinity’s new Children’s Ministry Coordinator. I am thankful for the 
hard work Elizabeth van Bastelaar has done in the past several years. One of the reasons why I am so excited about 
taking this position is because of how the ministries at my home church really helped shape and impact me as a child. 
Some of my favorite childhood memories are from attending church.  I can still recite the verses and sing the songs I 
learned in VBS. What a precious gift, to learn the gospel as a child!  

I am looking forward to finding creative ways to reach out to the community around us, as well as sharing the 
gospel with the children. My hope is that we will see this ministry grow and flourish in the coming years, through 
welcoming new children and families, reaching out to our community, and sharing Christ’s message with others.  
Because there is so much going on in the life of the church, and the ministries are growing, the newsletter will be split 
up into two separate issues moving forward - one featuring Children’s Ministries and one featuring Youth Ministries. Be 
sure to check your mailboxes and be on the lookout for our newly formatted newsletters!  We are excited to share all 
that is happening in the ministry and we ask for your continued prayers! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN 
1 – Abigail Abraham 
16 – Gwen Blinebury 
22 – Nikolas Allen 

YOUTH 
9 – Angel Mwaniki 

28 – Grace van Bastelaar 

28 – Wendy Ren 

College 
8 – Eric Montefour 

19 – Rachel Skinner 

 


