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Paradise Lost – California Wildfire Response  

We’re continuing to collect money for Ridge Presbyterian Church—a church in our 
denomination—along with their members’ homes. The fire in Paradise, California was the 
single deadliest fire in California history and destroyed all of the church’s property and 
most of their members’ homes. This is perhaps the largest loss of PCA owned homes in our 
denominational history, and likely the most traumatic disaster event that has ever affected 
one of our congregations. Fortunately, our church family living in Chico, a nearby town, 
and other places whose homes were spared, have taken in families who lost their homes. 
These displaced families have lost everything and are in great need The PCA is gathering 
money to aid our members, and in January and February we will be helping them out. It 
will be channeled to the Ridge PCA Diaconate and used to provide relief. 

For your calendar… 
February 6th—5:30, Dinner & prize night 

 March 6th—5:30, Dinner & prize night 

 

The kids had a great time watching the Popcorn Hat 

Players perform Aladdin on Saturday evening!  

There were several families from the community who 

have come to VBS or the Fall Festival.  It was a great 

time of food, fun and fellowship. Thanks to all who 

helped set up, run the event and clean up afterwards.   

 

CHEROKEE MISSION TRIP – JULY 13 TO 20 

We are returning again to support and work beside our Cherokee missionaries, 

Scott and Ruth Hill in North Carolina.  What a great opportunity to meet and 

minister to the Cherokee people that God has called the Hills to serve full time.  

Cherokee is a great introductory level mission trip and I hope and pray families 

and youth of our church will take advantage of this ministry opportunity.  Right 

now the team is small but I am praying for more people to join the team.  The 

deadline was January 31
st

 but we will extend it through February to try and get 

more people committed to serving in Cherokee this summer.  Will you please pray 

for this great missions opportunity?  It is a family friendly trip.  See Mike Wolcott, 

Jim LaGrand or Matt Ebling if you have questions.   

K
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SUNDAY SCHOOL? WHY? 
I have talked to youth pastor friends about their Sunday School 

programs.  What I have found out is that many churches are disbanding their 

Sunday School programs.  Why?  Attendance is waning.  Teachers are hard to 

find.  People are not wanting to get up early on Sunday mornings.  There is a 

lack of passion for this ministry in the church.  Ouch!  Yet as I look at Trinity, 

we have some of the same struggles, not all, but many of them.  So do you 

disband doing Sunday School because of all these reasons?  NO!  If anything, 

this should motivate many of us to get people involved in this important 

ministry of the church.   

I won’t say you are not a Christian for not coming or bringing your children to Sunday School.  But I will say you 

are depriving yourself and your family of an important time of Biblical instruction that you will not find in youth group, 

Kids Club or even in church.  Your children will have an opportunity to study through the Bible before they hit Middle 

School.  In Middle School your youth will study through the Westminster Confession and Catechism and more 

importantly to see how this document is based on the Bible.  Then in high school students will get a seminary level survey 

of the Old and New Testaments and look at a variety of topics that will be pertinent to their faith: church history, 

missions, cults and religions, evangelism, creation, election, etc.  For adult Sunday School they will have opportunities to 

watch videos, study books and explore a variety of topics.  They are always changing.   

So why should children, youth and adults come to Sunday School?  Let me give you a few reasons.  First, you are 

going to be educated in what the Bible says on a variety of topics.  And you get to learn from some pretty smart people 

(no, not me) and you get to do it with brothers and sisters in Christ, learning together.  Second, you are going to be 

armed with scriptures and other truths that will help you in standing up for and defending your faith, and also share the 

hope that you have in Christ Jesus.  Third, and most importantly, it is another opportunity to grow in your walk with 

Christ.  Who would not want that? 

I know there are lots of excuses as to why people do not come to Sunday School: too early, I have children and I 

will never be able to get them out the door, not interesed in the topics, I don’t want to do it, too early (did I say that).  I 

bet there are more that I am missing.  We will always have an excuse for something we do not want to do.  Here is my 

challenge to you if you don’t come to Sunday School: pray every day for a week about Sunday School, your involvement 

and that God would change your heart.  Then see what happens.  I will be praying that everyday for people in our 

church.   

Well, I’m off to prepare my lesson for my Job Sunday School class and then writing curriculum on ministering 

through mercy for the fall.  Hope to see you at Sunday School!   

  Birthdays 
CHILDREN 
3—Ria Varshitha 

4—Anyi Pinto 

5—Ronan Hauck 

5—Rowen Frable 

16—Sachin Ramya 

17—Teagan Colt 
 

 

21—Jacob Mwangangi 

24—Daniel Wolcott 

26—Naomi Lonie 

27—Tabitha Lonie 
 

YOUTH  

8 – Daquan Reid 

COLLEGE 

5 – Tyler Noss 

16 – Madison Marto 

18 – Sarah McLaughlin 


