
 

A Memorial Day for Christians --  Martyrs in the Lord’s Army 
1 John 3:13; Heb. 11:32-40; Acts 6:8-13; 7:54-60 
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II Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 

the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining 

the Scriptures every day to see if these things were true. 

 James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son 

[the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

Introduction:  Our sign outside says [We are] ‘grateful for those who 

died while serving…” Those words certainly reflect the national holiday 

we are celebrating this weekend.  Memorial Day (formerly “Decoration 

Day”) is when our nation pauses to remember not our living soldiers or 

all veterans [we’ll do that on Sunday November 11 & Monday Nov. 12 

on Veterans Day] but those who died while serving in the United States 

Armed Forces. We sometimes refer to this as those who have made the 

ultimate sacrifice for their country.  Many of you know that it annoys me 

that Non-Christians have appropriated Christmas (celebration of the 

Incarnation) and Easter (celebration of the Resurrection of Christ). I like 

to “appropriate” Memorial Day as a time to remember not only those 

who died in service to our nation, but those who have died as martyrs for 

the Lord Jesus Christ & His nation (where we hold our citizenship).  

 We are grateful to God for those who gave their lives while serving. 

That is, we are grateful for those who died serving our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Derek Thomas in his commentary on Acts, begins his chapter on 

Acts 6:8-15 in the following way: “It has been said that ‘the church has 

had to fight for her life from the very beginning. From the moment it 

was born, the church has faced a world that has done everything it could 

to exterminate Christianity.’ [Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Acts, Vol. 3 p. 313] 

The New Testament church has barely begun and already we have 

witnessed the irrational and intemperate hostility of the religious 

authorities in Jerusalem. Peter and John and the other disciples have 

been imprisoned and beaten for their faith (Acts 4:3; 5:18, 40). As we 

read these accounts we want to throw our hands up in the air and say, 

“Lord! Enough! Give these poor men a break!” But in doing so we fail 

to grasp what Tertullian would later express: “The blood of the martyrs 

is the seed of the church.”  Yes, God has a purpose in our suffering. 

 Graduates… all of us… listen carefully to God’s Word and Obey! 

I. Where is your primary citizenship? I mean really! 

A. As Christians, we remember that we are citizens of various 

countries on this earth. In worship today here at Trinity we have 

citizens of a variety of countries. There should be no better 

citizens anywhere than Christians. Justin Martyr: while others 

obey to not get caught on earth, we obey the Omniscient, 



 

Omnipresent God who is Judge of not just outward actions, but 

the heart. [That was a loose paraphrase.] 

B. If you are a Christian, your main and primary citizenship is in 

heaven!  Philippians 3:20; Ephesians 2:19 

C. We have more in common with our fellow citizens of Heaven 

who live in Korea, China, Cameroon, etc., than we do with our 

fellow American citizens who despise God and who, in R.C. 

Sproul’s language are “committing cosmic treason.” 

D. Even as the Christians in Rome were respectful to their earthly 

rulers, kings, and all who were in authority (Romans 13:1-7) 

yet their primary allegiance was to King Jesus; so we too pray 

for and submit to lawful injunction of our earthly leaders, all 

who are in authority over us; but our primary allegiance is to 

King Jesus! Ultimately we “obey God rather than man”. 

E. While you can be passionate in this election year about your 

candidate(s), remember that it is not to be a church activity. 

Our purpose is Gospel proclamation.  Romans 1:16 

F. The Church in the past has understood that we need to count the 

cost, and be willing to die in service for our King, like earthly 

soldiers will do for their king, prime minister or president. Will 

we count the cost?  Will we be willing to be martyrs? 

G. “…If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever would save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 

gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the 

whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in 

return for his soul?  Mark 8:34-37 

H. Martin Luther understood what was involved when he wrote: 

“Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they 

may kill: God’s truth abideth still; His kingdom is forever.” 

II. Stephen, the first Martyr (literally a witness) in Acts. 

 A. Stephen was a man who was “full of faith.” Acts 6:5 “Faith 

comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of Christ.” 

Romans 10:17 

 B. Stephen was “full of God’s grace and power.” Acts 6:8 

 C. He spoke boldly to the Sanhedrin confronting them with the 

person of Jesus and with their sIn.  Acts 7: 51-53 

 D.   He was dragged out, cast out (with force) of the city. Have you 

ever been dragged where you didn’t want to go?  Smoking? 

 E. He was stoned… horrendous way to die. 

 F. As he was being murdered, he prayed in the same manner that 

Jesus Christ prayed, filled with mercy and compassion. 

 G. Notice that God used the means of Stephen’s prayers as a part of 

what brought Saul / Paul to be a Christian. Do you / will you 

pray for your enemies… that God would bring them to faith? 

 H. As he was being murdered, he fixed his eyes upon Jesus, the 

author and perfecter of his faith.  Hebrews 12:1-2 



 

 F. Figuratively speaking: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in 

His wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely 

dim, in the light of His glory and grace.”  Helen H. Lemmel 

III. James, the brother of John, was also martyred.  Acts 12:2. Lord 

willing we will look at that this time next year. Hebrews 11: 

32-40 recounts that there has been great suffering in death. 

IV Historical Martyrs outside of the New Testament. – Many! 

 You can purchase an “updated” copy of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs in 

bookstores and for your Kindle.  I highly recommend this to you. 

You can also do an internet search for List of Protestant martyrs of 

the English Reformation… Look what you will find…   

  Burnt, burnt, burnt… his brains were dashed out with a billet of 

wood while he was being burnt at the stake… Adam Damlip (also 

known as George Bucker) clergyman:  hanged , drawn and 

quartered May 22, 1543. 

V. “Modern Day” Martyrs. There have been many of these as well. 

 Graham Stains – 1999  India – An Australian Christian 

missionary who was burned to death while sleeping in his station 

wagon.  His two sons – Philip (10 years old) and Timothy (6 years 

old) were with him.  Why?  To teach them a lesson about their 

religious activities… What? Converting poor people from a variety 

of tribes to Christianity. 

 Chet Bitterman, from Lancaster, kidnapped & killed in 1981 in 

Columbia: “but I find this recurring thought that perhaps God will 

call me to be martyred in His service in Columbia. I am willing.” 

VI. Are you prepared to suffer for Christ & if necessary, be a martyr? 

A. Jesus said: Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put 

you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s 

sake.  Matthew 24:9   Did Stephen remember these words? 

B. Jesus said: I have said these things to you, that in Me you may 

have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation.  But take 

heart; I have overcome the world. John 16:33   Did Stephen 

remember these words? 

C. Jesus said: If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me 

before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would 

love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  

Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater 

than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 

you. Did Stephen remember these words? 

D. John recorded: Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world 

hates you.  1 John 3:13 

E. In the Book of Revelation we read: Revelation 6: 9 – 11. How 

long? Until the number of their fellow servants and their 

brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, should be 

completed also.  One of the principles here – there are more 

martyrs to come. 



 

F. The attack against Stephen was furious. They covered their ears 

and, yelling at the top of their voices, rushed him and dragged 

him out of the city. The stoning was super painful. It may be us. 

G. I think that the day is coming when due to the attacks on the 

church because of evolutionary teaching and for example 

LGBTQ false accusations… that many Christian oriented 

educational institutions will no longer be accredited and 

Christians kept from earning degrees there that are recognized 

by the world with the result that many Christians will be 

prohibited from many professions.  I hope and pray that I am 

wrong. 

H. R.C. Sproul: “We are secure, not because we hold tightly to 

Jesus, but because He hold tightly to us.” 

I. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 

or distress, or persecution… No… nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

J. How can we endure?  Look to Heaven and our Lord like Stephen.  

Absent from the body, present with the Lord. … which is far 

better. This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through… 

K. Let’s be grateful for the Lord bringing people of different 

cultures to our doorstep, where we can share Gospel now, with- 

out endangering our lives.  Make use of that privilege! 

L.  The Church of Christ needs to have a renewed understanding of 

our Lord Jesus Christ as the “Son of Man” who is reigning over 

the universe in power, majesty, and glory in heaven.  

 

“For All the Saints” first appeared in Hymns for Saints’ Day, and Other 

Hymns in 1864, …. The text originally had eleven stanzas … Several of 

the omitted stanzas deserve attention:  

For the Apostles’ glorious company  

Who, bearing for the cross o’er land and sea,  

Shook all the mighty world, we sing to Thee. Alleluia.  

      For martyrs, who with raptured-kindled eye,  

Saw the bright crown descending from the sky,  

And died to grasp it, Thee we glorify. Alleluia.  
Osbeck, K. W. (1985). 101 more hymn stories. Includes index. (Page 91). Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Publications. 

 

Whenever I preach, in addition to studying & wrestling with the text personally 

& directly, I am in great debt to the thoughts and words of commentators:  E. 

Alexander, R. Bell, J.M. Boice, FF Bruce, J. Calvin, Sinclair Ferguson, Wm 

Hendriksen, S. Kistemaker, M. Lloyd-Jones, J MacArthur, J. I. Packer, A. Pink, 

J. Piper, C. Spurgeon, John Stott (as well as many more).Many of their actual 

words and thought patterns will be incorporated into my preaching.  Longer 

quotations will be identified.  Short sentences and common ideas will most 

likely not be identified. I hold myself (not them) accountable for any errors that 

I bring to the preaching of God’s Word..  If this statement does not appear on 

my outline due to space …it is nevertheless true all the time.  


