
 

“A Servant is not greater than his Master. 

If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet…” 
John 13:1-20                   Vol. XLIV No. 22                     June 3, 2018 © 

II Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 

the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining 

the Scriptures every day to see if these things were true. 

 James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son 

[the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

Introduction:  Last Sunday morning we looked at Martyrs -- witnesses 

who died for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We looked at Biblical 

martyrs (like Stephen and James) and mentioned others throughout the 

history of the church.  This morning we return to John’s Gospel and in 

chapter 13 we see an important call to service, which is not as costly as 

martyrdom, but is nevertheless equally important and extremely costly if 

we take obedience to our “Lord and Teacher” (v. 14)  seriously as we are 

called to do if we call ourselves Christians. All of the martyrs were this. 

 The background of chapter 13 in the entire book of John.  This is the 

beginning of the second and last section that lasts for a weekend. 

I. The Preface to the washing of the disciples’ feet. 

A. This was before the Feast of Passover – in which the children of 

Israel celebrated their deliverance from bondage and the 

shedding of the blood of the lamb. 

B. After saying “My hour has not yet come” John 2:4 & after John 

recorded much the same in John 7:30 and 8:20, Jesus knew 

[now] that His hour had come. 

C. Jesus knew it was the appointed time for Him to die, be buried, 

resurrected and ascended into Heaven “to depart out of this 

world to the Father.” His unique relationship to the Father is 

seen here and in v.3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 

all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and 

was going back to God.  He had God’s attribute of knowledge. 

D. He had the knowledge that Judas was to betray Him. v. 11  

E. He had already demonstrated in part His love for His own.  He 

had been born to save His people from their sIns. Matthew1:21 

This was not a universal love, but a love for His own. (I love a 

lot of people in a universal sense, but I have a special love for 

Paige, who is my own… and I am her own.) 

F. His knowledge of who He was / is gives context to His serving. 

II. Our Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated what it meant to be a servant. 

 A. The washing of the dirty, dusty feet was the task of the lowest 

person in the household, or, if there was a paid servant.   

 B. It was a borrowed room & there was no one there paid to serve 

 C. The towel, basin and water were obviously there. 



 

 D.   In Mark 9:33 the disciples had been arguing about who was the 

greatest.  To get up and serve, meant you were obviously not 

the greatest.  I think it is safe to say that in one way or another, 

we all want to be “great.” We seemingly have “The Drum 

Major Instinct.”  -- I want people to look favorably at me. 

 E. Jesus does an act of servanthood by washing the disciples’ feet. 

III. Jesus’ act of servanthood is a visual demonstration of His whole 

life as described in  

A. WSC Q & A 27 (page 3 of today’s bulletin by God’s plan) 

B. Philippians 2 :1-11 (page 4 of bulletin by man’s plan) 

C. The Word became flesh… (John 1:14)  

D. My father’s caddy cup and Alistair Begg’s illustration.  

E. Mark 10:43-45 “… But whoever would be great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 

slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 

many.” 

IV Principles in servanthood 

A. Jesus argues from the greater to the lesser in John 13:16.  We 

have no excuse.  If the Lord and Teacher is a servant, we 

must be servants as well.  See Mark 10 above. 

B. Jesus was the redemptive servant.  Redeeming God’s people with 

His perfect life and perfect death. We serve with the prayer that 

we will be able to share the Gospel of Jesus. 

C. Servanthood arises out of knowing who we are and what is really 

important.  Jesus knew His relationship to the Father and 

partially out of that knowledge He serves. 

D. As we know who we are in relationship to God our Father, we 

are enabled to serve without having to pursue our own selfish 

agendas. 

E. As we know who we are in relationship to God our Father, we 

are enabled to serve Him as His servants, rather than turning 

things around and having Him serve us as our servant. 

F. As we see our Heavenly Father as Creator, and us as creatures, 

we are motivated to be His servants.  We realize the world does 

not revolve around us, although that is our natural sInful idea. 

G. Trinity Presbyterian Church, and the Church at large, needs you 

to serve!  We have tremendous needs for more servants! See 

MLK Jr.’s sermon “The Drum Major Instinct” on Feb. 4, 1968. 

H. Who did Jesus serve in this passage? He served the disciples… 

including Judas. John 13:2, 10, 11, 21, 25-30.  Are you willing 

to serve sInners who are not even as bad as Judas? If not, why? 

I. We are not made right with God because we “serve” Him.  “For 

by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, 

it is a gift from God, not of works lest any man should boast.”  

Ephesians 2:8-9  If you are seeking to get to Heaven, or be right 



 

with God through your service, turn from that approach, and 

throw yourself on God’s mercy. 

J. Peter seemed to understand the lesson.  I Peter 5:5-6.  Clothe 

yourselves with humility…. Humble yourselves… 

K. John Stott told the story of Samuel Logan Brengle. Lord, You…I 

L. Richard Baxter in The Reformed Pastor: Oh, then, let us hear 

these arguments of Christ, whenever we feel ourselves grow 

dull and careless: “Did I die for these souls, and wilt not thou 

look after them? Were they worth my blood, and are they not 

worth thy labour? Did I come  down from heaven to earth, to 

seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10);” and wilt 

thou not go to the next door, or street, or village, to seek them? 

“How small is thy condescension and labour compared to mine. 

I debased myself to this, but it is thy honor to be so employed. 
 

"Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve. You don't have 

to have a college degree to serve.  

You don't have to have to make your subject and your verb agree to 

serve.  

You don't have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve.  

You don't have to know Einstein's "Theory of Relativity" to serve.  

You don't have to know the Second Theory of Thermal Dynamics in 

Physics to serve.  

You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love, and you can 

be that servant." 

Excerpted from "The Drum Major Instinct”, February 4, 1968.  This was 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s final sermon two months before his death.  

 

TWO NATURES               JESUS CHRIST IS FULLY HUMAN 

Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the 

flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and 

the antichrist.       2 JOHN 7 

Jesus was a man who convinced those closest to him that he was also God; 

his humanness is not therefore in doubt. John’s condemnation of those who 

denied that “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh” (1 John 4:2–3; 2 John 7) 

was aimed at Docetists, who replaced the Incarnation with the idea that 

Jesus was a supernatural visitant (not God) who seemed human but was 

really a kind of phantom, a teacher who did not really die for sins. 

The Gospels show Jesus experiencing human limitations (hunger, 

Matt. 4:2; weariness, John 4:6; ignorance of fact, Luke 8:45–47) and 

human pain (weeping at Lazarus’ grave, John 11:35, 38; agonizing in 

Gethsemane, Mark 14:32–42; cf. Luke 12:50; Hebrews 5:7–10; and 

suffering on the cross). Hebrews stresses that had he not thus experienced 

human pressures—weakness, temptation, pain—he would not be qualified 

to help us as we go through these things (Heb. 2:17–18; 4:15–16; 5:2, 7–

9). As it is, his human experience is such as to guarantee that in every 

moment of demand and pressure in our relationship and walk with God we 



 

may go to him, confident that in some sense he has been there before us 

and so is the helper we need. 

Christians, focusing on Jesus’ deity, have sometimes thought that it 

honors Jesus to minimize his humanness. The early heresy of 

Monophysitism (the idea that Jesus had only one nature) expressed this 

supposition, as do modern suggestions that he only pretended to be 

ignorant of facts (on the supposition that he always actualized his 

omniscience and therefore was aware of everything) and to be hungry and 

weary (on the supposition that his divinity supernaturally energized his 

humanity all the time, raising it above the demands of ordinary existence). 

But Incarnation means, rather, that the Son of God lived his divine-human 

life in and through his human mind and body at every point, maximizing 

his identification and empathy with those he had come to save, and 

drawing on divine resources to transcend human limits of knowledge and 

energy only when particular requirements of the Father’s will so dictated. 

The idea that Jesus’ two natures were like alternating electrical 

circuits, so that sometimes he acted in his humanity and sometimes in his 

divinity, is also mistaken. He did and endured everything, including his 

sufferings on the cross, in the unity of his divine-human person (i.e., as the 

Son of God who had taken to himself all human powers of acting, reacting, 

and experiencing, in their unfallen form). Saying this does not contradict 

divine impassibility, for impassibility means not that God never 

experiences distress but that what he experiences, distress included, is 

experienced at his own will and by his own foreordaining decision. 

Jesus, being divine, was impeccable (could not sin), but this does not 

mean he could not be tempted. Satan tempted him to disobey the Father by 

self-gratification, self-display, and self-aggrandizement (Matt. 4:1–11), 

and the temptation to retreat from the cross was constant (Luke 22:28, 

where the Greek for “trials” can be translated “temptations”; Matt. 16:23; 

and Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane). Being human, Jesus could not conquer 

temptation without a struggle, but being divine it was his nature to do his 

Father’s will (John 5:19, 30), and therefore to resist and fight temptation 

until he had overcome it. From Gethsemane we may infer that his struggles 

were sometimes more acute and agonizing than any we ever know. The 

happy end-result is that “because he himself suffered when he was 

tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Heb. 2:18). 
Concise theology: a guide to historic Christian beliefs. J.I. Packer 1993 Wheaton, 

IL. Tyndale House pp. 108-110 
 

Whenever I preach, in addition to studying & wrestling with the text personally 

& directly, I am in great debt to the thoughts and words of commentators:  E. 

Alexander, R. Bell, J.M. Boice, FF Bruce, J. Calvin, Sinclair Ferguson, Wm 

Hendriksen, S. Kistemaker, M. Lloyd-Jones, J MacArthur, J. I. Packer, A. Pink, 

J. Piper, C. Spurgeon, John Stott (as well as many more).Many of their actual 

words and thought patterns will be incorporated into my preaching.  Longer 

quotations will be identified.  Short sentences and common ideas will most 

likely not be identified. I hold myself (and obviously not them) accountable for 

any errors that I bring to the preaching of God’s Word..  If this statement does 

not appear on my outline due to space …it is nevertheless true all the time.  


