
 

“Jesus’ claim to be God, and you should believe!” 
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II Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 

the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining 

the Scriptures every day to see if these things were true. 

 James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son 

[the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

I. The Servant Jesus had washed the Disciples’ Feet 

A. The washing of the dirty, dusty feet was the task of the lowest 

person in the household, or, if there was a paid servant.   

B. It was a borrowed room & there was no one there paid to serve 

C. The towel, basin and water were obviously there and the need 

was great.  Others should have served.  The Lord Jesus served. 

D. He did this when He knew v.3 and Philippians 2:1-11 

II. Jesus made it clear that one of them would betray Him. 

 A. This was said by Jesus in v. 10 And you are clean, but not 

every one of you.  

 B. For He knew who was to betray Him; that was why He said, 

“Not all of you are clean.” v.11 

 C. Jesus knew those He had chosen and He knew who would 

betray Him. v.18 

 D.   Jesus taught the disciples (and now teaches us) that this 

betrayal was a fulfilment of Scripture – Psalm 41:9 Even my 

close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted his 

heel against me. 

 E. We do not know exactly to whom David was referring in Ps.41 

but many of us think it was Ahithophel who betrayed David 

and then committed suicide (like Judas did) 2 Samuel 15:31 

with 2 Samuel 17:23 

 F.    Jesus answered the “who is it?” question with a slightly cryptic 

answer (v.26) and then identified Judas as the one. However, 

for some unexplained reason, the disciples did not understand 

what was happening. 

 I.  [Jesus also declared (predicted in advance) to Peter that Peter 

would betray Him, when it would happen, and that Peter would 

be restored. John 13:38 with 13:36]  

III. Jesus had a purpose in prophesying in advance about Judas 

A. The disciples were going to see lots of very painful 

circumstances in the next few hours / days. 

B. When the difficult times came (betrayal, denial, fleeing, 

crucifixion) the disciples might be tempted to despair and think 

Jesus had become a victim of Judas, the mob, the civil 

authorities… and it was all over.  



 

C. But Jesus wanted to tell them again and again that this was all 

part of His plan and the plan of the Trinity (God the Father, 

God the Son and God the Holy Spirit – See Apostles’ Creed / 

Nicene Creed we profess / confess in our worship services.) 

Knowing that this was “in the plan” would bring comfort. 

D. But Jesus directly speaks of another purpose… I am telling you 

this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you 

may believe that I am. John 13:19 (English versions should 

include italicized he to show it is not in the original text.) 

E. [Jesus who was the subject of prophecy (too many to go into 

this morning) such as being born of a virgin and called 

Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14; 8:8, 10) is also the One who speaks 

prophetically. The words of the true prophet must come to 

pass. If they do not, the person is a false prophet. Deuteronomy 

18:15-22. If they do come true, and then speak Heresy- flee 

from them.  Deuteronomy 13] 

F. When the disciples saw that what Jesus said would take place, 

did in fact take place, then it would lead them to believe that 

Jesus is truly God.   The Name of God “I AM” from Exodus 

3:13-14.  When Jesus claimed to be God other times in John 

the religious leaders wanted to stone Him for blasphemy. John 

8:25, 58-59; John 10:30-33; 38-39. 

IV What should I do with these truths? 

A. Jesus was troubled in His spirit… 13:21 about betrayal & death.  

Jesus had been troubled in 12:27 and 11:33.  This is the 

language in John 5 :(4) & 7 about the stirred up, agitated, 

troubled water.   It is OK for the people of God to become 

troubled when facing difficult times. There is no sIn in Jesus 

and he was troubled. 

B. Many times we are “stirred up” and troubled in our lives. We 

need to recognize that when facing the troubled times, like Jesus 

facing His impending death, God is in control.  Jesus sent Judas 

out (v. 27).  God is sovereign over the pain. It’s in the plan! 

C. We should see the importance of the Scriptures to our Lord and 

to His people. It is written. Learn and teach them (John Newton) 

D. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ who is fully God and fully man. 

These are written so that you may believe….    John 20:30-31 

Proclaim these truths to the spiritually needy world. 
Whenever I preach, in addition to studying & wrestling with the text personally 

& directly, I am in great debt to the thoughts and words of commentators:  E. 

Alexander, R. Bell, J.M. Boice, FF Bruce, J. Calvin, Sinclair Ferguson, Wm 

Hendriksen, S. Kistemaker, M. Lloyd-Jones, J MacArthur, J. I. Packer, A. Pink, 

J. Piper, C. Spurgeon, John Stott (as well as many more).Many of their actual 

words and thought patterns will be incorporated into my preaching.  Longer 

quotations will be identified.  Short sentences and common ideas will most 

likely not be identified. I hold myself (and obviously not them) accountable for 

any errors that I bring to the preaching of God’s Word..  If this statement does 

not appear on my outline due to space …it is nevertheless true all the time.  


