
 

Show every courtesy to all people because we too…. But Christ! 
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 

that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 Acts 17:11: They received the Word with great eagerness, examining 

the Scriptures every day to see if these things were true. 

 James 1:22:  Don’t merely listen to the Word…. Do what it says! 

 John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son 

[the Lord Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

Introduction: The issues at Crete. The Christians there were faced with a 

society where pagan values (not Judeo – Christian values) were in place. 

The Christians there lived in the Roman Empire which was riddled with 

immorality of all kinds, including some of the immoralities clearly 

evidenced in our society … in violation of Biblical norms. The church in 

Crete, in the USA and around the world needs to learn how to live in a 

hostile environment. Paul entrusted T with the Church in evil Crete 1:12. 

I. Who was Titus? 

A. He was Paul’s true child in a common faith. Titus 1:4 

B. He is mentioned by name 13 times in the New Testament (but 

also is referenced in Acts 15:2 (compare with Galatians 2:1,3). 

C. Paul sent Titus to Corinth to deal with Corinthians tensions                    

(2 Corinthians 7:6, 13-14) and to collect money for the poor  

(2 Corinthians 8:4-6, 16 and 23.) 

D. He was at the center of entering Church through faith and not 

through circumcision. Galatians 2:1-5; Acts 15:13-29 

II. What was Titus’ responsibility? 

A. The church that had begun under the ministry of the Apostle 

Paul needed to be developed further.  …so that you might put 

what remained into order. Titus 1:5 

B. Paul instructed Titus to appoint elders in every town. Titus 1:5 

C. In the face of false teaching and doctrinal errors, the 

qualifications of elders were articulated. 

1. Paul identifies an addition to the qualifications in 1 Timothy 

3.  “and his children are believers and not open to the 

charge of debauchery or insubordination.” 1:6  (Refer 

back to comments at John Colt’s ordination as an Elder on 

February 18, 2018.) 

2. He must be sound in doctrine, able to teach it and rebuke. (9) 

D. Titus was to speak /teach what is fitting with sound doctrine 2:1 

III.   What was Titus’ message?  

A. For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 

the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 



 

Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify 

for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous 

for good works. Titus 2:11-15 

B. Chapter 1: The Doctrine & Duty of the Christian in the Church. 

C. Chapter 2: The Doctrine & Duty of the Christian individual. 

D. Chapter 3: The Doctrine & Duty of the Christian in the world. 

IV. How was the Christian to live in the world? 

A. … in submission to rulers and authorities, obedient 

B. …to be ready for every good work / to do whatever is good 

C. …to speak evil of no one / to slander no one /  

D. …to avoid quarreling /  

E. …to be gentle 

F. …to show perfect (every) courtesy toward all people / to show 

true humility toward all men / to show every consideration  

1. This instructs us in how we deal with all people. We often 

don’t have a problem doing this to people who are similar 

to us. We often do have a problem doing this to people 

who are different from us. 

2. Because all people are made in the image of God (even 

though sIn has entered into the world) we need to treat all 

people with courtesy, humility, consideration. 

3. Shepherd Group Communities studied what this looked like 

in the Old Testament Jewish communities: Exodus 23:1-9 

(includes enemies, strangers / foreigners /aliens); 

Jeremiah 22:3 (includes oppressed, robbed, resident alien, 

stranger, fatherless and widow); Micah 6:8 (justice, kind). 

4. The reformed and evangelical church needs to be known to 

stand for justice.  Justice is not a bad word. It is a Biblical 

word. Jesus speaks clearly of this need in Matthew 23:23. 

Isaiah 1:17; Deuteronomy 10:17-19; Psalm 82:3 (too 

often there is a different administration of justice for the 

poor who can’t hire super attorneys and those who can). 

Challenge the idea set forth that to talk about justice is to 

abandon the work of the Gospel in the church. Lie from… 

5. Jesus instructed His church about what would happen on 

judgment day. It is recorded in Matthew 25:31-46. 

V.    Why was the Christian to act this way? 

 A. For we also once were … 3:3 

 B. But when the kindness of God our Savior appeared He saved 

us not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 

His own mercy by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 

Holy Spirit… v.4 
 C. so that being justified by His grace… v.7 

 D. I want you to insist on these things so that those who have 

believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. v.8 

 E. …for the glory of God and to bring people to faith in Christ.  

 F.  Too often Christian fails above & alienates people from Christ.  


