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  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 19 February 2023 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 100 

Opening Psalm: 100A Shout to the LORD, All Earth 

Confession of Sin  

O You whose chosen dwelling is the heart that longs for Your presence and humbly seeks 

Your love:  We come to You to acknowledge and confess that we have sinned in thought 

and word and deed;  We have not loved You with all our heart and soul, with all our mind 

and strength;   We have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves.  Deepen within us our 

sorrow for the wrong we have done, or for the good we have left undone.  But You, O 

Lord, are full of compassion and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy;  there is 

forgiveness with You.  Restore to us the joy of Your salvation;  Bind up that which is 

broken, give light to our minds, strength to our wills and rest to our souls.  Speak to each 

of us the word that we need, and let Your Word abide with us until it has wrought in us 

Your holy will.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon: Joel 2:12-13 

Hymn of Preparation: 263 O Savior, Precious Savior 

Old Covenant Reading: Proverbs 6:6-11 

New Covenant Reading: Matthew 6:19-24 

Sermon: Serving the Right Master 

Psalm of Response: 138B With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring 

Confession of Faith: Ten Commandments 

Doxology (Hymn 568) 

Diaconal Offering   

Closing Hymn: 564 Now Blessed Be Jehovah God 

 

PM Worship 

103E O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord 

214 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

448 Union with Thee 

OT: Deuteronomy 32:1-12 

NT: Colossians 2:6-15 

Sermon: Alive in Christ! 

 

Adult Sunday School: Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 12 
 

Q. Why is he called “Christ,” meaning “anointed”? 

A. Because he has been ordained by God the Father and has been anointed with the Holy 

Spirit to be 

our chief prophet and teacher 

who fully reveals to us 

the secret counsel and will of God concerning our deliverance; 

our only high priest 

who has delivered us by the one sacrifice of his body, 
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and who continually intercedes for us before the Father; 

and our eternal king 

who governs us by his Word and Spirit, 

and who guards us and keeps us 

in the deliverance he has won for us. 

Q. But why are you called a Christian? 

A. Because by faith I am a member of Christ 

and so I share in his anointing. 

I am anointed 

to confess his name, 

to present myself to him as a living sacrifice of thanks, 

to strive with a free conscience against sin and the devil 

in this life, 

and afterward to reign with Christ 

over all creation 

for eternity. 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (2/6) Read and discuss Matthew 6:19-24 

 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 

that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen 

by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 

 

“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 

of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 

you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (ESV) 

 

Grant Osborne writes: 

 

Hagner is … correct when he says, “The issue in these passages is not 

wealth primarily, but an absolute and unqualified discipleship.” The major 

point is undivided commitment to God; nothing should interrupt a complete 
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centering on Him. Anything that wrests control from God is our enemy, 

even if it be family. 

 

Yet the issue of wealth and possessions is the central one here. Neither Jesus 

nor the early church renounced wealth in and of itself. Zacchaeus never 

relinquished all of his possessions (Luke 19:1-10), and Mary, the mother of 

John Mark, used her home as one of the first house churches rather than 

selling it (Acts 12:12). Barnabas, the example of a giving Christian, sold 

only one field and not all of his possessions (Acts 4:36-37). Hauerwas says 

it well: 

 

Possessed by possessions, we discover that we cannot will our way 

free of our possessions. But if we can be freed, our attention may be 

grasped by that which is so true, so beautiful: we discover we have 

been dispossessed. To seek first the righteousness of the Kingdom of 

God is to discover that that for which we seek is given, not achieved. 

 

Let us consider a biblical philosophy of wealth. First, the creation principle 

says God gave us this world as a gift to enjoy, so it is not wrong to enjoy 

financial blessings He has bestowed. Yet that is the lesser principle. Mainly, 

when God bestows the world’s riches on any person, He is giving such 

people a ministry of helps. He wants them to use their largesse to lift up the 

fallen [and] to alleviate the burdens of the downtrodden. 

 

Read or sing Psalm 100A Shout to the LORD, All Earth 

 

Tuesday (2/7) Read and discuss Matthew 6:16-18 

 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 

that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen 

by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. (ESV) 

 

Do you see how the hypocrites were getting this so terribly wrong? 

 

As Jesus says in verse 16: 

 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 

you, they have received their reward.  

 

We have seen the first part of this movie before: “They disfigure their faces that their 

fasting may be seen by others.” Just like the hypocrites who prayed in order to be 

overheard by mere men these hypocrites are aiming at the wrong audience. They are not 

focusing intensely on the LORD. They are not focusing on the LORD at all. They are 
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seeking the praise of men rather of God and, as Jesus makes clear, that is all the praise they 

are ever going to get. 

 

That is abundantly clear, but it is only half the story. If “fasting is about abstaining from 

something that is good in itself in order to focus intensely upon your relationship with the 

LORD through prayer” … and it is! Then what does looking gloomy and pained while 

fasting say about your view of God? Is spending focused time with the LORD really a 

discouraging, gloomy, or even painful experience? 

 

Beloved, if spending time with the LORD is painful for you there is something 

fundamentally wrong. 

 

As King David exults in the 16th Psalm: 

 

  [LORD] You make known to me the path of life; 

  in Your presence there is fullness of joy; 

  at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

To approach prayer and fasting looking like you are being sent to the principal’s office is 

to grossly misrepresent God. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 263 O Savior, Precious Savior 

 

Wednesday (2/8) Read and discuss Proverbs 6:6-11 

 

 Go to the ant, O sluggard; 

  consider her ways, and be wise. 

 Without having any chief, 

  officer, or ruler, 

 she prepares her bread in summer 

  and gathers her food in harvest. 

 How long will you lie there, O sluggard? 

  When will you arise from your sleep? 

 A little sleep, a little slumber, 

  a little folding of the hands to rest, 

 and poverty will come upon you like a robber, 

  and want like an armed man. (ESV) 

 

One of the dangers that wealth and poverty alike present is that we would trust (or hope) 

in our wealth rather than in the LORD Himself. As Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the 

Mount: 

 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 

more than nourishment, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds 

of the air, for they do not sow or reap or gather into barns, and your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not more valuable than they? 
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Yet, as Andrew Steinmann points out: 

 

Jesus is not contradicting Solomon. Instead, Jesus is warning us about 

losing faith in God’s providence and becoming worried and anxious about 

our physical needs so that they become our gods. 

 

Solomon, in contrast, is advising his son to make proper use of what God 

has provided. He is not encouraging reliance upon human effort, but urging 

the proper use of God’s gift of work, which can lead to abundance and even 

wealth through diligence and thrift. The Christian will receive these as part 

of God’s bounty, but not as idols to be cherished for their own sake. Instead, 

they are gifts from God the Creator, the result of God’s providence. 

 

In fact, as the Bible makes clear, laziness (unlike rest and recreation) is sin. We are 

supposed to work both to provide for our own needs and to be a blessing to other people. 

See, for example, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12. 

 

Sing or Read Psalm 138B With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring 

 

Thursday (2/9) Read and discuss Deuteronomy 32:1-12 

 “Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, 

  and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 

 May my teaching drop as the rain, 

  my speech distill as the dew, 

 like gentle rain upon the tender grass, 

  and like showers upon the herb. 

 For I will proclaim the name of the LORD; 

  ascribe greatness to our God! 

  

 “The Rock, his work is perfect, 

  for all his ways are justice. 

 A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 

  just and upright is he. 

 They have dealt corruptly with him; 

  they are no longer his children because they are blemished; 

  they are a crooked and twisted generation. 

 Do you thus repay the LORD, 

  you foolish and senseless people? 

 Is not he your father, who created you, 

  who made you and established you? 

 Remember the days of old; 

  consider the years of many generations; 

 ask your father, and he will show you, 

  your elders, and they will tell you. 

 When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, 
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  when he divided mankind, 

 he fixed the borders of the peoples 

  according to the number of the sons of God. 

 But the LORD’s portion is his people, 

  Jacob his allotted heritage. 

  

 “He found him in a desert land, 

  and in the howling waste of the wilderness; 

 he encircled him, he cared for him, 

  he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

 Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 

  that flutters over its young, 

 spreading out its wings, catching them, 

  bearing them on its pinions, 

 the LORD alone guided him, 

  no foreign god was with him. (ESV) 

 

Eugene Merrill writes: 

 

To underscore [the] centrality of Israel in the salvific purposes of Go, Moses 

described them as the LORD’s own portion, His special inheritance. As 

though His provision of a land allotment for Israel among all nations was 

not enough, He counted Israel, from among all the nations, His own 

precious possession. This kind of language appears also on the occasion of 

the LORD’s making covenant with Israel where they are described as “my 

treasured possession,” a people selected “out of all the nations.” 

 

Read or sing Hymn 170 God, in the Gospel of His Son 

 

Friday (2/10) Read and discuss Colossians 2:6-15 

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in 

him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 

tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For 

in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is 

the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision 

made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 

faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were 

dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with 

him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against 

us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers 

and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. (ESV) 
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The troublemakers are saying: “You made a good start with Jesus but if you want more, 

you need to move on to something else. Paul responds: 

 

As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, … so walk in Him. 

 

The LORD does intend that you grow in grace and in the knowledge of who He is and what 

He is calling you to do. Yet, as Paul is making clear, we do that by knowing and loving 

Christ more fully rather than by starting with Jesus Christ and then moving on to something 

else. Our new birth is in Christ and so is our Christian walk. 

 

If you think that you can move on from this Jesus to something better you don’t yet 

understand who Jesus is. There simply isn’t anything or anyone better that you could move 

on to. As David Strain points out if you conceive of Jesus as just a good starting point you 

are turning Jesus into a mere means to your own religious and self-actualization ends. 

Pastor Strain puts it like this: 

 

[When we treat our Lord like this], Jesus is reduced to a mere supplier of 

religious goods and services, a sort of cosmic spiritual retailer and we've 

become His customers. Let me ask you this. Have you ever seen a customer 

serve a retailer? When was the last time you walked into the store and said 

to the person behind the desk, "Would you mind awfully if I mopped the 

floors and cleaned the toilets?" You don't serve Amazon.com, do you? You 

use them. That's what you do. Customers use retailers. I meet the conditions; 

you provide me with the benefits and then we're done. If you have a 

contractual view of the Gospel, you will treat Jesus like a cosmic retailer 

and you will not likely live for Him. You will not die for Him; you will use 

Him. No, says Paul, what you get when you become a Christian isn't the 

fulfillment of a contract; it's not quid pro quo. You get Christ Himself. He 

comes to you. You become His; He becomes yours. You are united to Jesus. 

There's communion with Christ, and in Him, there is everything you need. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 564 Now Blessed Be Jehovah God 

 

Saturday (2/11) Read and discuss Matthew 6:19-24 

 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 

that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen 

by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
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“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 

of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 

you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (ESV) 

 

John Stott writes: 

 

It is important to face squarely and honestly the question: what was Jesus 

prohibiting when He told us not to lay up treasures for ourselves on earth? 

It may help if we begin by listing what He was (and is) not forbidding. First, 

there is no ban on possessions in themselves; Scripture nowhere forbids 

private property. 

 

Secondly, ‘saving for a rainy day’ is not forbidden to Christians, or for that 

matter a life assurance policy which is only a kind of saving by self-imposed 

compulsion. On the contrary, Scripture praises the ant for storing in the 

summer the food it will need in the winter, and declares that the believer 

who makes no provision for his family is worse than an unbeliever. Thirdly, 

we are not to despise, but rather to enjoy, the good things which our Creator 

has given us richly to enjoy. So neither having possessions, nor making 

provision for the future, nor enjoying the gifts of a good Creator are 

included in the ban on earthly treasure-storage. 

 

What then? What Jesus forbids his followers is the selfish accumulation of 

goods; extravagant and luxurious living; the hardheartedness which does 

not feel the colossal need of the world’s underprivileged people; the foolish 

fantasy that a person’s life consists in the abundance of his possessions; and 

the materialism which tethers our hearts to the earth. For the Sermon on the 

Mount repeatedly refers to ‘the heart,’ and here Jesus declares that our heart 

always follows our treasure, whether down to earth or up to heaven. In a 

word to ‘lay up treasure on earth’ does not mean being provident (making 

sensible provision for the future) but being covetous. This is the real snare 

of which Jesus warns here. ‘Whenever the Gospel is taught,’ wrote Luther, 

‘and people seek to live according to it, there are two terrible plagues that 

always arise: false preachers who corrupt the teaching, and then Sir Greed, 

who obstructs right living.’ 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 
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