
  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 22 January 2023 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 96:1-3 

Opening Hymn: 451 Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat 

Confession of Sin 

Most holy and merciful Father; We acknowledge and confess before You; Our sinful nature 

prone to evil and slothful in good;  And all our shortcomings and offenses.  You alone 

know how often we have sinned; In wandering from Your ways; In wasting Your gifts;  In 

forgetting Your love.  But You, O Lord, have pity upon us; Who are ashamed and sorry for 

all wherein we have displeased You.  Teach us to hate our errors; Cleanse us from our 

secret faults; And forgive our sins for the sake of Your dear Son.  And O most holy and 

loving Father; Help us we beseech You; To live in Your light and walk in Your ways; 

According to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon: Colossians 1:11-14 

Hymn of Preparation: 151 Lord of the Sabbath, Hear Us Pray  

Old Covenant Reading: 1 Samuel 12:19-25 

New Covenant Reading: Matthew 6:5-8 

Sermon: Prayer that Pleases the LORD 

Hymn of Response: 439 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 

Confession of Faith: Q/A 1 Heidelberg Catechism (p. 872) 

Doxology (Hymn 568) 

Closing Psalm: 86B Lord, My Petition Heed 

 

PM Worship – Pastor Stephen Migotsky Preaching 

TBD 

 

Adult Sunday School: Lord’s Day 10 
 

Lord’s Day 10 

Q. What do you understand 

by the providence of God? 

A. Providence is 

the almighty and ever present power of God 

by which God upholds, as with his hand, 

heaven 

and earth 

and all creatures, 

and so rules them that 

leaf and blade, 

rain and drought, 

fruitful and lean years, 

food and drink, 

health and sickness, 

prosperity and poverty— 



all things, in fact, come to us 

not by chance 

but by his fatherly hand. 

Q. How does the knowledge 

of God’s creation and providence 

help us? 

A. We can be patient in adversity, 

thankful in prosperity, 

and for the future we can have 

good confidence in our faithful God and Father 

that no creature will separate us from his love. 

For all creatures are so completely in his hand 

that without his will 

they can neither move nor be moved. 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (1/16) Read and discuss Matthew 6:5-8  

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 

in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 

you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the 

door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that 

they will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 

you need before you ask him. (ESV) 

 

Tom Wright comments: 

 

What you are in private is what you really are. Go into your inner room and 

talk to your father. You don’t have to make a song and dance about it, and 

indeed the fewer people that know you’re doing it the better. Nor do you 

have to go on mouthing pious phrases. You may find there are forms of 

words which help, as a framework or a starting point; Jesus is about to give 

the disciples the framework he particularly recommends. But the point is to 

do business with God, one to one. 

 

Jesus doesn’t say what kind of reward we should expect. That, too, is part 

of the point. Simply knowing God better is reward enough; but there may 

be other things as well. You will never know till you try. What is clear is 

that he is inviting his followers to a life in which inside and outside match 

perfectly, because both are focused on the God who sees in secret. 



 

Read or sing Hymn 451 Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat 

 

Tuesday (1/17) Read and discuss Matthew 6:1-4 

 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. (ESV) 

 

Three times in just 4 verses – Jesus talks about rewards. I know this makes some people 

uncomfortable … because they imagine that it would be better to seek the glory of God 

without any concern for reward. … Once we understand how corrupting it is to seek our 

praise from man – we can see how easy it would be to jump to this wrong conclusion … 

but Jesus is saying: “Your problem isn’t that you want someone’s praise. You were created 

to receive praise. Your problem is that you are seeking your praise and reward from man 

rather than from God.” 

 

So, how ought we to think about rewards? 

 

Consider a human father who warmly praises or rewards his son for a job well done. Such 

praise and rewards, rather than corrupting the son, encourages him to further develop his 

good character and it strengthens the loving relationship that he enjoys with his father. So, 

it is with our relationship with our Father in heaven. The problem with being motivated by 

rewards isn’t with the rewards. It is that we are prone to seek the rewards from someone 

other than God. 

 

Part of the reason why our Father in heaven promises us rewards is that He wants us to 

know that His loving eye is always upon us; He wants to grab hold of our emotions and 

our motivations; and He wants to do this not only for His glory but also for our good. 

 

The people whom we are seeking praise from have power over us. We will bend both what 

we say and what we do in order to seek that praise. Therefore, when we are committed to 

seeking our praise from God, the LORD uses this motivation to bend what we say and what 

we do to make us more like Jesus. 

 

“Oh the depths of the riches and the wisdom and knowledge of God!” 

 

May He lead us to seek His pleasure and to walk in His ways until we are perfectly 

conformed into the likeness of His Son! 

 

Read or sing Hymn 151 Lord of the Sabbath, Hear Us Pray 

 



Wednesday (1/18) Read and discuss 1 Samuel 12:19-25 

 

And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we 

may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” And 

Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn 

aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. And do not turn 

aside after empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. For the LORD 

will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to 

make you a people for himself. Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin 

against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the 

right way. Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider 

what great things he has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept 

away, both you and your king.” (ESV) 

 

Andrew Steinmann writes: 

 

Since the people of Israel had asked Samuel to pray for them, Samuel 

explicitly committed himself to do that and added that he would continue to 

teach them “the good and correct way.” Thus, although Samuel would no 

longer have authority as a judge – since from this point on a king would 

judge Israel – he would continue to be Israel’s teacher. 

 

Samuel’s teaching is summarized in 12:24-25: he repeated his invitation for 

the people to fear and serve Yahweh in faith with their whole heart. The 

Law shows god’s people how he expects them to live, but it is the Gospel, 

which proclaims the saving work of God on behalf of sinners, that has the 

power to justify and enable them so to live by faith. For this reason, Samuel 

urged the people to consider the great things God had done for them. This 

alone could instill in them faith both to receive forgiveness and 

righteousness from God and to live according to His will. However, if they 

did not keep in mind the great things Yahweh had done for them, they would 

continue their evil actions, and they and their king would be swept away. 

 

Sing or Read Hymn 439 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 

 

Thursday (1/19) Read and discuss Isaiah 5:1-7. 

 Let me sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 and he looked for it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded wild grapes. 



  

 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and men of Judah, 

 judge between me and my vineyard. 

  What more was there to do for my vineyard, 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield wild grapes? 

  

 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 I will make it a waste; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and briers and thorns shall grow up; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

  

 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the men of Judah 

  are his pleasant planting; 

 and he looked for justice, 

  but behold, bloodshed; 

 for righteousness, 

  but behold, an outcry! (ESV) 

 

Alec Motyer writes: 

Put into one word what the LORD looks for in His people, and that word is 

obedience. When He brought His redeemed people out of Egypt by the 

blood of the Lamb, He led them straightaway to Sinai, for the LORD’s law 

is not a ladder by which the unsaved seek to climb into His good books, but 

a pattern for the life of obedience, so that those already in His good books, 

by redemption, may live according to the will of their Redeemer, and 

experience His covenant blessings. This link between obedience and 

blessing reaches back to Eden, where Adam and Eve enjoyed the riches of 

the Garden simply obeying one single rule (Gen. 2:16-17). Isaiah taught this 

same great truth in the Song of the Vineyard. Provided only that His people 

lived according to His revealed ‘judgment’, and held to His principles of 

‘righteousness’, the vineyard was safe behind its protecting wall, and no 

marauding beast could enter and trample it. When the LORD says, ‘What 



more …” (v. 4) He is anticipating the ‘every blessing’ of Ephesians 1:3. 

Within His vineyard every needful blessing and supply awaits the obedient 

life – a cardinal truth expressed by Peter when he spoke of ‘the Holy Spirit 

whom God has given to those who obey Him’ (Acts 5:32).  

 

Read or sing Hymn 235 “All Glory Be to God.” 

 

Friday (1/20) Read and discuss John 15:1-8.  

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear 

fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 

fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, 

and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 

me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If 

anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (ESV) 

 

Leon Morris writes: 

 

“I am the vine” (v. 5) is the last of the great “I am” sayings of this Gospel. 

Like the others, it is in the style of deity and expresses something of Jesus’ 

great claim for Himself. Only one who is supremely great can fulfill what 

is implied in being the vine of which all Christians are no more than 

branches. Just as His “I” is emphatic, so is it with His “you.” Jesus is not 

speaking of people in general, but of those who had committed themselves 

to him and who had been “cleansed” by His word (v. 3). The words express 

at one and the same time the difference between Christ and His followers 

and their closeness. And it underlines the truth He is pointing out that 

fruitfulness depends on living contact with Him. The [branch] severed from 

the vine will bear no fruit. 

 

But Jesus does not remain with the negative. He goes on to say, “He who 

remains in Me and I in him, this person bears a lot of fruit.’ The normal state 

of discipleship is one of fruitfulness, and we should be clear about this. Jesus 

does not look for fruitfulness simply from a few great saints. He expects 

each one of us to live a fruitful life. And he speaks of a large quantity of 

fruit. We are not disciples in the sense in which we should be if we are 

content with the minimum. Jesus expects each of His followers not only to 

bear fruit, but to bear much fruit. 

 

Read or sing Psalm: 86B Lord, My Petition Heed 

 



Saturday (1/21) Read and discuss Matthew 6:5-8  

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 

in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 

you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the 

door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that 

they will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 

you need before you ask him. (ESV) 

 

Sinclair Ferguson writes: 

 

The hypocrite looks for a reward. He finds security in the knowledge that 

men think highly of him.  But that is all the reward he will ever receive says 

Jesus. 

 

By contrast, the disciple does not lose his reward. His desire is to be thought 

well of by his Father. When the disciple gives because he loves his Father, 

or prays because he trusts his Father’s care about his needs, or fasts because 

he longs to submit his whole being to his Father’s will, he has his reward: 

“Your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 

 

What kind of reward are you looking for? Your answer will depend on how 

you think of God – as your slave master, or as your Father. 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 
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