
  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 15 January 2023 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 100 

Opening Psalm: 112 O Praise the LORD! The Man Is Blest 

Confession of Sin  

O eternal God and merciful Father, we humble ourselves before your great majesty, against 

which we have frequently and grievously sinned. We acknowledge that we deserve nothing 

less than eternal death, that we are unclean before you and children of wrath. We 

continually transgress your commandments, failing to do what you have commanded, and 

doing that which you have expressly forbidden. We acknowledge our waywardness, and 

are heartily sorry for all our sins. We are not worthy to be called your children, nor to lift 

up our eyes heavenward to you in prayer. Nevertheless, O Lord God and gracious Father, 

we know that your mercy toward those who turn to you is infinite; and so we take courage 

to call upon you, trusting in our Mediator Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world. Forgive all our sins for Christ's sake. Cover us with his innocence and 

righteousness, for the glory of your name. Deliver our understanding from all blindness, 

and our hearts from all willfulness and rebellion, we pray through Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer. 

Assurance of Pardon: Zechariah 3:1-5 

Psalm of Preparation: 41 Blest Is the One Who Helps the Weak 

Old Covenant Reading: Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

New Covenant Reading: Matthew 6:1-4 

Sermon: Christian Charity for the Pleasure of God 

Hymn of Response: 324 Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 

Confession of Faith: Ten Commandments 

Doxology (Hymn 568) 

Diaconal Offering   

Closing Hymn: 185 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 

PM Worship 

517 I Know Whom I Have Believed 

454 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

220 Give Praise to God 

OT: Ezekiel 36:22-32 

NT: John 6:60-71 

Sermon: He Who Has the Words of Life 

 

Adult Sunday School: Fellowship Lunch – No Sunday School 
 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (1/9) Read and discuss Matthew 6:1-4 

 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 



“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. (ESV) 

 

Sinclair Fergusson writes: 

 

The righteousness God seeks is in the heart. It is not peripheral and 

superficial, but thorough and lasting. 

 

How tempting for some of His hearers to think: ‘This is wonderful – a 

righteousness that is inward. We can forget about discipline. That is what 

these Pharisees think is so necessary to true spiritual well-being. Let us 

instead be inwardly pure and holy. 

 

But Jesus does not draw a dichotomy between ‘outward’ and ‘inward.’ The 

truly righteous man shows his righteousness in righteous deeds. 

Furthermore, true righteousness is expressed, says Jesus, in the disciplines 

of the believer. Jesus calls these ‘acts of righteousness’ (6:1). He does not 

say, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness.’” He does not even 

say, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men.” He 

actually says, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, 

to be seen by them.” 

 

In saying this, Jesus is directing attention to motives. Why we do something 

is significant as well as what we do. 

 

Read or sing Psalm 112 O Praise the LORD! The Man Is Blest 

 

Tuesday (1/10) Read and discuss Matthew 5:38-48. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to 

you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to 

him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 

cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the 

one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But 

I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 

sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what 

reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only 

your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 

You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (ESV) 



 

Unlike the oral tradition about hating your enemies, the idea of an eye-for-an-eye and a 

tooth-for-a-tooth shows up several times in the Old Testament. The problem, of course, 

isn’t with the Old Testament Law. The problem is with how it had been distorted in its 

application. 

 

Consider how this commandment originally appears in Exodus chapter 24. Moses writes: 

 

When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children 

come out, but there is no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as 

the woman’s husband shall impose on him, and he shall pay as the judges 

determine. But if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye, 

tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for 

wound, stripe for stripe. 

 

What is the context for this Law? That is, who is the one who is assigning the penalty? The 

answer is obvious: Immediately before stating the principle of an eye-for-an-eye we are 

told: “He shall pay as the judges determine.” You will see the same context if you look 

up this commandment in Leviticus or in Deuteronomy. 

 

What the LORD is commanding through this Law - is that judges should render 

punishments that fit the crime. If a person were to get 5 years in jail for failing to pay a 

traffic ticket or a fifty-dollar fine for murder we would all realize that both of those would 

be severe miscarriages of justice. All the commandment of rendering an eye-for-an-eye 

and a tooth-for-a-tooth is intended to do, is to ensure that judges give sentences that fit the 

crime. 

 

Furthermore, these punishments were not applied woodenly in Israel. If someone punched 

another man so that he lost his eye – they wouldn’t gauge out the eye of the man who threw 

the punch. They would give him a fine. How large should the fine be? Well, it needed to 

fit the seriousness of the crime! Proportional justice is a good thing … a good thing that 

most of us very much still want our courts to carry out in our own day. 

 

The problem is that people had taken what was intended as a standard for the law courts 

and turned into in a principle for personal ethics whereby every offense a person 

experienced would be met by a desire to return harm on the person who harmed you. That 

isn’t a system of proportional justice. That is a mindset of revenge. 

 

Thankfully, Jesus shows us a better way. 

 

Read or sing Psalm 41 Blest Is the One Who Helps the Weak 

 

Wednesday (1/11) Read and discuss Deuteronomy 15:7-11. 

 

“If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your 

land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your 

hand against your poor brother, but you shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient 



for his need, whatever it may be. Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart 

and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and your eye look grudgingly 

on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to the LORD against you, and 

you be guilty of sin. You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging 

when you give to him, because for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work 

and in all that you undertake. For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I 

command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the 

poor, in your land.’ (ESV) 

 

In Mark 14, which describes events toward the end of our Lord’s earthly life, we read about 

how a woman anointed Jesus with an extremely expensive perfume and how many were 

indignant at how this money was “wasted”. Like most hypocrites, they suggested that the 

money could have been better spent on helping the poor (which, of course, was important 

to Jesus and to Christianity). Our Lord sharply rebuked this criticism. In His reply Jesus 

included the statement that “you will always have the poor among you.” This has been 

widely misunderstood as suggesting that since we will always have the poor with us there 

really isn’t anything we can do about poverty. This is a total misunderstanding of what 

Jesus is saying in the context of Mark 14 which becomes even more apparent when we 

return to the portion of Deuteronomy that our LORD is quoting from: 

If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns 

within your land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your 

heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, but you shall open your hand to 

him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. … For there will never 

cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, “You shall open wide your 

hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.” 

 

Seen in its original context it becomes abundantly obvious that God is telling His people 

that they should do something about the poverty of their fellow Israelites. This is not just a 

suggestion but a Divine command. The LORD cares about the poor and so should we. 

Sing or Read Hymn 324 Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 

 

Thursday (1/12) Read and discuss Ezekiel 36:22-32. 

 

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O 

house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 

profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my 

great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned 

among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, 

when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations 

and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle 

clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 

idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 

you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 



And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 

obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my 

people, and I will be your God. And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I 

will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. I will make the 

fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may never again suffer the 

disgrace of famine among the nations. Then you will remember your evil ways, and your 

deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your 

abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord GOD; let that be 

known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel. (ESV) 

 

Iain Duguid writes: 

 

God’s “wonderful plan” for our lives is not limited to taking us to heaven; it also 

includes bringing heaven into us, remaking us into a holy people. He is not content 

merely to wash His people of their past sins and to impute to them the righteousness 

of Jesus Christ, He also wills to work a perfect holiness in them. This is the second 

stage of God’s great work in redeemed humanity: renovation. God’s determinate 

plan is that we be perfect as He is perfect, that when Christ returns, we be 

completely purified from all sin. To be sure, that purpose is not yet a present reality. 

Everyone living in this world does, in fact, still sin. But the Spirit has been poured 

out into our hearts, in a measure that Old Testament saints could only dream about, 

in order that the process might begin in us here and now in full assurance that on 

that day it will be completed. 

 

To be sure, Old Testament saints also experienced the renewing work of the Spirit 

of God. But in their experience the work was always partial, always provisional. 

Now that Christ has died and risen, the Spirit of God has been given to us in full 

measure, so that by Him we might put to death the misdeeds of the body. At present, 

we may experience only the firstfruits of the Spirit’s work, and we await with 

eagerness the fullness of redemption. But just as we look forward to the day when 

we will be done with sin and long for its coming, so also that promise of God 

provides the incentive to holy living here and now. 

 

Friday (1/13) Read and discuss John 6:60-71. 

 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to 

it?” But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to 

them, “Do you take offense at this? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 

to where he was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” 

(For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was 

who would betray him.) And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me 

unless it is granted him by the Father.” 

 



After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said 

to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 

whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have 

come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose 

you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” He spoke of Judas the son of Simon 

Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. (ESV) 

 

Jesus makes clear, that in the visible Church, even amongst those who may appear to be 

His closest disciples – there are those who will deny and betray Him. There are two great 

blessings that flow from this truth. First, and most obviously, it was necessary for Jesus to 

be betrayed so that He could die for the sins of His people. This betrayal was the most 

wicked act that had ever been perpetrated – an act so wicked that Jesus here calls Judas a 

devil and elsewhere says that it would have been better for Judas if he had never been born. 

And yet, this most wicked act of a man was part of the perfect and glorious plan of God to 

bring about the salvation of all His people. This is why at Pentecost, Peter would declare: 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

 

It is rightly said that only God can draw a straight line with a crooked stick. At the end of 

this great Bread of Life Discourse, Jesus is making clear that the wicked betrayal of one of 

the inner circle of disciples was not a surprising tragedy – but part of the perfect plan of 

God. Second, we are sometimes rattled when prominent Christians – in particular well-

known pastors and teachers – renounce the faith they formerly taught. Jesus is preparing 

us for those moments. If even one of the twelve could betray Jesus, we should be saddened 

but not shaken by the betrayal of modern apostates. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 185 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 

Saturday (1/14) Read and discuss Matthew 6:1-4 

 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. (ESV) 

 

John Stott writes: 

 



Although we can keep our giving secret from others, and to some extent secret even 

from ourselves, we cannot keep it secret from God. No secrets are hidden from 

Him. So, your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

Some people rebel against this teaching of Jesus. They neither want nor expect a 

reward of any kind from anybody, they say. More than that, they find in our Lord’s 

promise of a reward an inherent inconsistency. How can He forbid the desire for 

praise from others or from ourselves and then command us to seek it from God? 

Surely, they say, this merely exchanges one form of vanity for another. Should we 

not rather give purely for the sake of giving? To seek praise from any quarter – 

from man, self or God – seems to them to vitiate the act of giving. 

 

The first reason why such arguments are mistaken has to do with the nature of 

rewards. When people say that the idea of rewards is distasteful to them, I always 

suspect that the picture in their mind is a prize-giving at school, with silver trophies 

gleaming on the platform table and everybody clapping! The conjuring up oof this 

kind of scene may be due to the [translation of the King James Version] ‘shall 

reward thee openly.’ This adverb should be omitted, however. The contrast is not 

between a secret gift and public reward, but between the men who neither see nor 

reward the gift and the God who does both. 

 

C.S. Lewis wisely wrote in an essay entitled ‘The weight of glory’: ‘We must not 

be troubled by unbelievers when they say that this promise of reward makes the 

Christian life like a mercenary affair. There are different kinds of reward. There is 

the reward which has not natural connection with the things you do to earn it, and 

is quite foreign to the desires that ought to accompany those things. Money is not 

the natural reward of love; that is why we call a man mercenary if he marries a 

woman for the sake or her money. But marriage is the proper reward for a real lover, 

and he is not mercenary for desiring it.’ Similarly, we might say that silver cup is 

not a very suitable reward for a schoolboy who works hard, whereas a scholarship 

at the university would be. C.S. Lewis concludes his argument: ‘The proper rewards 

are not simply tacked on to the activity for which they are given, but are the activity 

itself in consummation.’ 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 


	Adult Sunday School: Fellowship Lunch – No Sunday School

