
  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 25 December 2022 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 96:1-3 

Opening Hymn: 319 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Confession of Sin 

Most holy and merciful Father; We acknowledge and confess before You; Our sinful nature 

prone to evil and slothful in good;  And all our shortcomings and offenses.  You alone 

know how often we have sinned; In wandering from Your ways; In wasting Your gifts;  In 

forgetting Your love.  But You, O Lord, have pity upon us; Who are ashamed and sorry for 

all wherein we have displeased You.  Teach us to hate our errors; Cleanse us from our 

secret faults; And forgive our sins for the sake of Your dear Son.  And O most holy and 

loving Father; Help us we beseech You; To live in Your light and walk in Your ways; 

According to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 4:14-16 

Hymn of Preparation:  324 “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor” 

Old Covenant Reading: Isaiah 55:1-7 

New Covenant Reading: Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon: Glory to God in the Highest 

Hymn of Response: 311 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Confession of Faith: Q/A 1 Heidelberg Catechism (p. 872) 

Doxology (Hymn 568) 

Closing Hymn: 299 “Joy to the World! The LORD is Come” 

 

PM Worship 

Hymns: 323, Psalm 97A, 315 

OT: Isaiah 52:1-10 

NT: Acts 1:1-11 

All the Ends of the Earth 

 

Adult Sunday School: Extended Fellowship – No Sunday School 

 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (12/19) Read and discuss Luke 2:1-20 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 



And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 

for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, 

 

 “Glory to God in the highest, 

  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

  

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. (ESV) 

 

In his sermon on this passage Calvin said: 

 

We must regard ourselves as poor, helpless souls until we are comforted and made 

glad by the gospel. We should not look for peace anywhere else. Woe to us if we 

do! For if complacency were to lull us into a false sense of security, the devil would 

at once overwhelm us, entangling us in his snares and nets. We would be his 

prisoners, enslaved to him. Here, then, is a word worth remembering: We can never 

really rejoice until we are sure God loves us and is favourable to us, undeserving 

though we are. On that foundation we must build. Otherwise, all our joys will turn 

to tears and to the gnashing of teeth. 

 

The angel, however, announces not merely news of joy, but of great joy which will 

be for all the people. We should weigh these last words carefully. For if they were 

not there, we might think that what Luke records was only for the shepherds’ 

benefit. Instead, joy is something which will be poured out on all the people. The 

angel means of course the Jews, the chosen people. Now, however, as Paul says, 

the partition has been broken down, and Christ through the preaching of the gospel 

proclaims peace to those who were once far off, and peace to those who were near. 

the Jews were linked by covenant to God, who adopted them in the person of 

Abraham and who confirmed their adoption by giving them the Law. But now God 

has drawn near to us who were once far from him and has determined to make the 

message of reconciliation universal. 

 



Since the angel invites us to rejoice at the coming of Christ, not in any ordinary 

way but with unbounded delight, let us make the most of the message. What can 

we say about this joy? If we involve ourselves in worldly pleasures and are wholly 

absorbed by our own wants, we will never rejoice in the grace of Christ. Let the 

shepherds instead be our example. Their earthly lot did not change, despite the fact 

that they had heard the angel’s word and had witnessed the birth of God’s Son. 

They went back to their flocks exactly as before; they continued to live as poor 

men, guarding their herds. In terms of the flesh and of this passing world they 

gained nothing form the privilege which we read about here. For all that, they were 

full of joy. Theirs is a lead we should follow. For although the gospel might earn 

us neither wealth nor fame, and although it might not bring us gratification or 

amusement, nevertheless we should be glad that we are the objects of God’s favour. 

That is where true blessing and happiness lie, and where real rest is found. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 319 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Tuesday (12/20) Read and discuss Luke 1:39-55. 

 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,  and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

 

And Mary said, 

 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

         for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

         for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

      And his mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

      He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

      he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

  and exalted those of humble estate; 

      he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

      He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

      as he spoke to our fathers, 



  to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” (ESV) 

 

In verse 46, Mary says: 

 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

 

Mary’s song is about making much of God. But what does it mean to “magnify the 

LORD”? We use that term magnify in at least two different ways. We magnify something 

through a microscope to make something small look big. And we magnify something 

through a telescope, to bring into focus something that is genuinely enormous – but which 

had appeared small because we were not close to it. 

 

Mary’s soul and spirit are not acting like microscopes. Instead, when Mary focuses on the 

LORD she is just overwhelmed by His majesty, His power, and particularly by His grace 

so that she simply must declare her experience of God’s majesty and grace. Look closely 

at the way the two clauses in these verses fit together: “My soul magnifies the LORD, and 

my spirt rejoices in God my Savior.” There is a direct connection between being 

overwhelmed by the grandeur and majesty of God and true joy. Put simply: The bigger 

your God, the deeper your joy. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 324 “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor” 

 

Wednesday (12/21) Read and discuss Isaiah 55:1-7. 

 

 “Come, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and he who has no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  hear, that your soul may live; 

 and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

  and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

  

 “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 



  call upon him while he is near; 

 let the wicked forsake his way, 

  and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

 let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. (ESV) 

 

R. Reed Lessing writes: 

Where is God to be found? Those who “seek” Yahweh can rest assured that they 

will find Him where He promises to be. The Jerusalem Temple was the place where 

He caused His name to dwell. However, after it was destroyed, where was He 

located? In light of Yahweh’s advent as Shepherd (Isaiah 40:11) and His return to 

Zion (52:8), He invites people to seek Him where He dwells forever: in Jesus, the 

Servant, the Son and Heir of David. He is present in His enduring and efficacious 

Word. Those who search the Scriptures will find that they testify to Christ. He is 

the Word incarnate and the new temple. Those who seek Him in Scripture, Holy 

Baptism, and His Supper do find Him. The opposite is to lust after idols. He alone 

gives life, while false gods bring only death. 

 

When can God be found? The writer to the Hebrews emphasizes that “the day of 

salvation” is “today”, so do not procrastinate. Gregory of Nyssa asks: “Do you want 

to know the opportune time to seek the LORD? The simple answer is: all your life.” 

 

Sing or Read Hymn 311 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

Thursday (12/22) Read and discuss Acts 1:1-11. 

 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,  until 

the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 

many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 

Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, 

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (ESV) 

 



It is difficult to answer questions that are based on wrong presuppositions. If someone were 

to ask you: “Have you stopped cheating on your taxes?” You probably wouldn’t simply 

answer “yes” or “no”, you would take the time to explain that you have never cheated on 

your taxes. The question that the disciples ask Jesus in verse 6 is based upon a complex 

mix of misunderstandings and this prevents Jesus from simply giving them a yes or no 

answer. Right up until Christ’s crucifixion they had thought that the coming of kingdom 

would primarily be about God powerfully crushing Israel’s enemies. Now that Christ had 

dramatically risen from the dead and had told His disciples that they were about to be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit they turned once again to imagining that the consummation 

of history must be at hand. “Is it now?” they ask. Jesus reorients them by declaring that 

their responsibility is not to figure out the prophesy charts, their (and our!) responsibility 

is to be faithful as witnesses. As R.C. Sproul points out: 

 

The mission of the church, the reason we exist, is to bear witness to the 

present reign and rule of Christ, who is at the right hand of God. If we try 

to do it in our own power, we will fail. The reason for the outpouring of the 

Spirit is not to make us feel spiritual. It is not to give us a spiritual high. It 

is so that we can do the job that Jesus gave the church to do. 

 

There is also a helpful reorientation for the Apostles in Christ’s response. Apparently, they 

continued to think of the earthly Jerusalem as being the center of the Kingdom of God. Yet, 

the headquarters for the Kingdom would not be in Jerusalem nor in the Vatican but in 

heaven where Jesus would be enthroned at the right hand of His Father. Furthermore, 

echoing the Great Commission, Jesus reminds the Apostles that He is sending them out. 

The news about the person and work of Christ would not only be declared in Jerusalem 

and nearby Samaria – but even to the ends of the earth. This truth is an important point of 

introduction for the book of Acts as a whole. To use the title of a book by F.F. Bruce, Acts 

is the story of “The Spreading Flame”. 

 

Friday (12/9) Read and discuss Isaiah 52:1-10 

 Awake, awake, 

  put on your strength, O Zion; 

 put on your beautiful garments, 

  O Jerusalem, the holy city; 

 for there shall no more come into you 

  the uncircumcised and the unclean. 

 Shake yourself from the dust and arise; 

  be seated, O Jerusalem; 

 loose the bonds from your neck, 

  O captive daughter of Zion. 

  

 For thus says the LORD: “You were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed 

without money.” For thus says the Lord GOD: “My people went down at the first into 

Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed them for nothing. Now therefore what 

have I here,” declares the LORD, “seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their 



rulers wail,” declares the LORD, “and continually all the day my name is despised. 

Therefore my people shall know my name. Therefore in that day they shall know that it is 

I who speak; here I am.” 

 

 How beautiful upon the mountains 

  are the feet of him who brings good news, 

 who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

  who publishes salvation, 

  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

  together they sing for joy; 

 for eye to eye they see 

  the return of the LORD to Zion. 

 Break forth together into singing, 

  you waste places of Jerusalem, 

 for the LORD has comforted his people; 

  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 The LORD has bared his holy arm 

  before the eyes of all the nations, 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

  the salvation of our God. (ESV) 

 

On the Fourth of July Americans celebrate Independence Day to commemorate when our 

nation first declared itself to be a sovereign power. Yet, even a cursory familiarity with 

history makes it difficult to paint the British Empire as tyrannical oppressors. Israel could 

only have wished that they had been “oppressed” in this way. Isaiah had lived through the 

assaults of the Assyrians, who were among the most brutal people who had ever lived. 

Then he prophesied of Judah being taken into the Babylonian captivity. While the 

Babylonians were more civilized than the Assyrians, they did force the majority of the 

Jewish people to move more than five hundred miles away to a strange land where they 

would have to do whatever the king of Babylon told them to do. Yet, Isaiah 52 is promising 

a freedom from this bondage. More than mere freedom, Israel would be lifted up and 

exalted. Isaiah was promising a second Exodus where the people would be delivered not 

only to freedom and security but to being the LORD’s true people: 

 

Therefore my people shall know my name. Therefore in that day they shall 

know that it is I who speak; here am I.” 

 

When would this glorious event take place? If we stopped reading here we could easily 

imagine that this might take place in the fifth century B.C. when the LORD would bring 

Israel back into their land. But if we keep reading through Isaiah 52 and 53 we see that this 

freedom, security, and joy is intimately tied up with the substitutionary death of the 

Suffering Servant. It is only with Christ’s victory over Satan, sin, and death that the Second 

Exodus is truly accomplished. Living on this side of redemption accomplished, let us lift 

our voices to sing of Christ’s victory and let us rejoice in the Good News that He brings.  



 

 

Read or sing Hymn 299 “Joy to the World! The LORD is Come” 

 

Saturday (12/10) Read and discuss Luke 2:1-20 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 

for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, 

 

 “Glory to God in the highest, 

  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

  

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. (ESV) 

 

David Garland writes: 

 

The sentimental Christmas may be popular as a religious holiday for some because 

it can come off as celebrating the birth of a helpless baby. Jesus lies in a manger to 

be gazed upon and adored, but not to be heard and heeded. A speechless babe 

wrapped tightly in swaddling cloths seems more obliging in allowing people to 

tailor their religious beliefs however they see fit. … 

 



True, many hear only the Christmas bells of cash registers ringing, accompanied by 

mawkish seasonal, secular music. Churches do not always help by competing for 

the entertainment spotlight. One church I know of boasts of their Christmas 

program’s “pageantry, marvel, magic, and awe,” and emphasizes that they have 

been “entertaining and inspiring audiences … for more than 25 years.” 

 

The story of Christmas celebrates the fulfillment of God’s promises and the 

incarnation of God in human flesh. That meaning is memorably captured by John 

3:16. God loves, and God gives in order to save. Luke’s birth narrative portrays the 

nature of divine power that gives itself to save. God does not appear as an all-

powerful despot but as a vulnerable child. Paul blazons this profound paradox in 

Phil 2:6-8. For Christ, equality with God meant emptying himself, taking the form 

of a slave, who had no rights and owed obedience, humbling himself and dying a 

slave’s death on the cross. It meant giving rather than getting, and Christ gave until 

he was empty; but his obedience led to an empty tomb and ultimate vindication that 

will culminate when throngs in heaven and on earth and under the earth, not just a 

host of angels, will bow down and sing glory in the highest to the One whose name 

is above every name. 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 


