
  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 18 December 2022 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 100 

Opening Hymn: 293 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Confession of Sin  

Most merciful God, Who are of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and hast promised 

forgiveness to all those who confess and forsake their sins;  We come before You with a 

humble sense of our own unworthiness, acknowledging our manifold transgressions of 

Your righteous laws.  But, O gracious Father, Who desires not the death of a sinner, look 

upon us, we beseech You, in mercy, and forgive us all our transgressions.  Make us deeply 

sensible of the great evil of them; And work in us a hearty contrition;  That we may obtain 

forgiveness at Your hands, Who are ever ready to receive humble and penitent sinners; for 

the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, our only Savior and Redeemer.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 130:3-4 

Hymn of Preparation: Hymn 292 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

Old Covenant Reading: Isaiah 7:1-14 

New Covenant Reading: Luke 1:39-55 

Sermon: God My Savior 

Hymn of Response: Hymn 301 “Song of Mary” 

Confession of Faith: Ten Commandments 

Doxology (Hymn 568) 

Diaconal Offering   

Closing Hymn: Psalm 98C “Sing a New Song to Jehovah” 

 

PM Worship 

Hymns: 300, Psalm 148B, 322 

OT: Micah 5:1-5a 

NT: Matthew 2:1-12 

He is Our Peace 

 

Adult Sunday School: Fellowship Lunch – No Sunday School 

 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (12/12) Read and discuss Luke 1:39-55. 

 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,  and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

 

And Mary said, 



 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

         for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

         for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

      And his mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

      He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

      he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

  and exalted those of humble estate; 

      he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

      He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

      as he spoke to our fathers, 

  to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” (ESV) 

 

In his sermon on this passage Calvin said: 

We must regard ourselves as poor, helpless souls until we are comforted and made 

glad by the gospel. We should not look for peace anywhere else. Woe to us if we 

do! For if complacency were to lull us into a false sense of security, the devil would 

at once overwhelm us, entangling us in his snares and nets. We would be his 

prisoners, enslaved to him. Here, then, is a word worth remembering: We can never 

really rejoice until we are sure God loves us and is favorable to us, undeserving 

though we are. On that foundation we must build. Otherwise, all our joys will turn 

to tears and to the gnashing of teeth. 

 

The angel, however, announces not merely news of joy, but of great joy which will 

be for all the people. We should weigh these last words carefully. For if they were 

not there, we might think that what Luke records was only for the shepherds’ 

benefit. Instead, joy is something which will be poured out on all the people. The 

angel means of course the Jews, the chosen people. Now, however, as Paul says, 

the partition has been broken down, and Christ through the preaching of the gospel 

proclaims peace to those who were once far off, and peace to those who were near. 

the Jews were linked by covenant to God, who adopted them in the person of 

Abraham and who confirmed their adoption by giving them the Law. But now God 

has drawn near to us, who were once far from him, and has determined to make the 

message of reconciliation universal. 

 

Since the angel invites us to rejoice at the coming of Christ, not in any ordinary 

way but with unbounded delight, let us make the most of the message. What can 

we say about this joy? If we involve ourselves in worldly pleasures and are wholly 



absorbed by our own wants, we will never rejoice in the grace of Christ. Let the 

shepherds instead be our example. Their earthly lot did not change, despite the fact 

that they had heard the angel’s word and had witnessed the birth of God’s Son. 

They went back to their flocks exactly as before; they continued to live as poor 

men, guarding their herds. In terms of the flesh and of this passing world they 

gained nothing form the privilege which we read about here. For all that, they were 

full of joy. Theirs is a lead we should follow. For although the gospel might earn 

us neither wealth nor fame, and although it might not bring us gratification or 

amusement, nevertheless we should be glad that we are the objects of God’s favor. 

That is where true blessing and happiness lie, and where real rest is found. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 293 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

Tuesday (12/13) Read and discuss Matthew 5:31-32. 

 

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But 

I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 

immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery. (ESV) 

 

God institutes and regulates divorce. When we consider that every marriage is supposed to 

portray the relationship between Christ and His Church, we can see that contrary to a great 

deal of modern Western law – there is no such thing as a “no-fault divorce” in the eyes of 

God. Just as a rupture between the church and her LORD makes clear that the church is in 

sin, the rupture in a marriage always involves at least one party being fundamentally 

unfaithful. 

 

This has led a small minority of Christians to suggest that any Christian ever getting 

divorced is always wrong. This view argues that no matter what your spouse does you 

should always forgive him or her and that forgiveness includes remaining in that marriage 

until death. 

 

There is an obvious initial problem with that point of view: The Old Testament Law, which 

is holy, and righteous, and good, contains provisions for divorce; and Jesus, even here in 

verse 32, gives an exception to the general prohibition against divorce: That exception is 

sexual immorality. Our Lord will develop this a bit more fully in Matthew chapter 19. 

While it might be useful for you to do a detailed study of all the commandments and 

illustrations of divorce in the Bible, I’m going to give a simple and direct way to clear up 

this matter in just two steps: 

 

1. Step 1: Remind yourself that every marriage is supposed to portray the relationship 

between the LORD and His Church. 

 

2. Step 2: Remind yourself that the LORD divorces Israel on account of Israel’s 

spiritual adultery and to state the obvious: The LORD was completely righteous in 

instituting divorce on the basis of Israel’s spiritual adultery. By both the LORD’s 



design and the LORD’s example, it is clear that divorce can sometimes be a 

righteous act for one party, the offended party, to initiate. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 292 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

 

Wednesday (12/14) Read and discuss Isaiah 7:1-14. 

In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the king of 

Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war 

against it, but could not yet mount an attack against it. When the house of David was told, 

“Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as 

the trees of the forest shake before the wind. 

And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub your son, at 

the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washer’s Field. And say to 

him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these 

two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of 

Remaliah. Because Syria, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has devised evil against 

you, saying, “Let us go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, 

and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,” thus says the Lord GOD: 

 “‘It shall not stand, 

  and it shall not come to pass. 

 For the head of Syria is Damascus, 

  and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

 And within sixty-five years 

  Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. 

 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

  and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. 

 If you are not firm in faith, 

  you will not be firm at all.’” 

 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 

the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 

that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (ESV) 

 

One time, C.S. Lewis was talking with a colleague in his study at Oxford when a group of 

students began singing Christmas carols outside his window. His colleague 

condescendingly said something like, “These are Oxford University students. Don’t they 

realize that virgins don’t give birth?” To which Lewis dryly replied, “Don’t you think they 

already know that?” Odd, isn’t it, that, having heard the Christmas story so often, people 

sometimes forget what a spectacular miracle the virgin conception was? Indeed, it was 

nothing less than a new creation of the Second Adam. Over the past two centuries many 



have attempted to strip the miraculous from Scripture. One place where such “scholars” 

seem to have gained traction is with respect to Isaiah 7:14. At first this may seem odd. 

Since Matthew and Luke clearly and repeatedly declare that Mary was a virgin when Jesus 

was conceived in her womb, what is the point of arguing that Isaiah 7:14 merely speaks of 

a young woman giving birth and not a virgin? The answer is that it is extremely 

embarrassing to liberals that God would promise the virgin conception seven centuries 

before it happened. Oddly, many conservatives have tended to take the liberals at their 

word and have become very tentative at suggesting that Isaiah 7:14 speaks of the virgin 

conception of Christ. Nevertheless, there are really strong (even compelling) reasons for 

holding to the traditional understanding: 

 

1. Although liberals have repeatedly asserted that the Hebrew word ‘alma simply 

means “young woman” no one has ever produced a single example in either biblical 

or extra-biblical Hebrew where the person referred to was not a virgin. As the Old 

Testament scholar J. Alec Motyer observes: “Wherever the context allows a 

judgment, ‘alma is not a general term meaning ‘young woman’ but a specific one 

meaning ‘virgin’.” 

2. The Septuagint translation of the Old Testament into Greek (done in the two 

centuries prior to Christ) translates ‘alma with the Greek term parthenon which 

everyone recognizes means virgin. This is the same term used by Matthew and 

Luke in the New Testament to record Christ’s virgin conception. 

3. Matthew 1:23 quotes Isaiah 7:14 as being about the birth of Jesus. 

4. Consider how dramatic a sign the LORD promises to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the 

LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” As Homer Hailey put 

it, what is in view is “a sign so momentous that only Jehovah could give it.” Then 

ask yourself this question: “How dramatic a sign is it that a young woman would 

bear a son?” The fact is, not only would a young woman bearing a son not be a 

particularly dramatic sign – it wouldn’t be a sign at all. Young women have children 

the natural way all the time. 

5. If we keep reading from Isaiah 7 through chapter 9 we can trace some interesting 

details about the child that will be born to this woman: (1) He will be called 

Immanuel – meaning “God with us” (7:14); (2) In 8:8 he is called Immanuel again 

and the Land is described as His (3) It is impossible to separate this child from the 

description in Isaiah 9:6-7 where the child is also described Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace. There simply is no way that an ordinary 

child in Isaiah’s time could have fulfilled all of this – even as a type of the Christ 

who was to come. 

“Following these pointers, we have a sign that lives up to its promise. Heaven and earth 

will be truly moved. Isaiah foresaw the birth of the divine son of David and also laid the 

foundation for understanding the unique nature of his birth (Motyer).” 

 

Sing or Read Hymn 301 “Song of Mary” 101A “Of Steadfast Love and Justice, LORD” 



 

Thursday (12/15) Read and discuss Matthew 2:1-12. 

 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king 

of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod 

the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the 

chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 

 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

  

 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 

for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 

worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that 

they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 

child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going 

into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 

him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 

myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 

country by another way. (ESV) 

 

How excited these religious experts must have been to hear the news! They couldn’t be 

sure that the Magi were right that the Messiah had been born, but they knew where He 

would be born – in Bethlehem. Thankfully, Bethlehem was just six miles south of 

Jerusalem. Because Jerusalem is elevated, you can actually see Bethlehem from there. The 

religious leaders could walk to Bethlehem in less than 90 minutes … and if the story the 

Magi told were false … they could be home by dinner. And what if the Magi were right? 

Four centuries of silence from God would end with the Messiah coming into the world 

right in their own back yard. Surely, everyone there who could still walk would walk, or 

better run, all the way to Bethlehem to see if the Messiah had come. Well, at least some of 

the religious leaders would go and check it out – wouldn’t they?  Not at all! It turns out 

that not a single one of the religious leaders made this six mile trip. The Magi who had 

already traveled nearly 900 miles to worship the new born king would travel the last six 

miles alone. When Herod asked the religious leaders where the Messiah would be born 

they knew the right answer. It rolled right off of their tongues. They were experts in the 

law. But they were more concerned about being right than about being righteous. 

Regretfully, religious leaders are frequently like that. What about you? The question we 

need to answer this isn’t “What about them?” It is “What about us?” Almighty God is 

moving heaven and earth so that Jesus Christ will be worshipped among every tribe, 

tongue, and people; yet some of those with the greatest spiritual privilege are failing to do 



so. Will you respond with anger like Herod, with indifference like the religious leaders, or 

will you by faith come and worship Him? 

 

Friday (12/9) Read and discuss Micah 5:1-5a 

 

 Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 

  siege is laid against us; 

 with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 

  on the cheek. 

 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

  who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

 whose coming forth is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has given birth; 

 then the rest of his brothers shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth. 

 And he shall be their peace. (ESV) 

 

R. Reed Lessing and Andrew Steinmann write: 

 

Micah envisions a new David coming from Bethlehem who will “be ruler over 

Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” who “will stand and 

shepherd His flock in Yahweh’s strength.” Micah juxtaposes the Messiah’s 

compassion as a Shepherd with His strength as a mighty King. In the wilderness, 

Yahweh attended to Israel’s needs with the same mercy and might, and the 

synthesis of Shepherd and Soldier occurs in other texts (e.g., Isa 40:10-11). Yahweh 

combines toughness with gentleness. There is an authenticity about the gentleness 

of a tough person as well as an attraction to the toughness of a gentle person. This 

combination reaches its fulfillment in Christ Jesus. As true Man, He demonstrates 

solidarity with the weak when He weeps, bleeds, and dies. As true God, Jesus has 

authority over every evil that threatens His church – including finally His defeat of 

death. 

 

Read or sing Psalm 98C “Sing a New Song to Jehovah” 

 

Saturday (12/10) Read and discuss Luke 1:39-55. 

 



In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,  and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

 

And Mary said, 

 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

         for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

         for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

      And his mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

      He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

      he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

  and exalted those of humble estate; 

      he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

      He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

      as he spoke to our fathers, 

  to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” (ESV) 

 

David Garland writes: 

 

The sentimental Christmas may be popular as a religious holiday for some because 

it can come off as celebrating the birth of a helpless baby. Jesus lies in a manger to 

be gazed upon and adored, but not to be heard and heeded. A speechless babe 

wrapped tightly in swaddling cloths seems more obliging in allowing people to 

tailor their religious beliefs however they see fit. … 

 

True, many hear only the Christmas bells of cash registers ringing, accompanied by 

mawkish seasonal, secular music. Churches do not always help by competing for 

the entertainment spotlight. One church I know of boasts of their Christmas 

program’s “pageantry, marvel, magic, and awe,” and emphasizes that they have 

been “entertaining and inspiring audiences … for more than 25 years.” 

 

The story of Christmas celebrates the fulfillment of God’s promises and the 

incarnation of God in human flesh. That meaning is memorably captured by John 



3:16. God loves, and God gives in order to save. Luke’s birth narrative portrays the 

nature of divine power that gives itself to save. God does not appear as an all-

powerful despot but as a vulnerable child. Paul blazons this profound paradox in 

Phil 2:6-8. For Christ, equality with God meant emptying himself, taking the form 

of a slave, who had no rights and owed obedience, humbling himself and dying a 

slave’s death on the cross. It meant giving rather than getting, and Christ gave until 

he was empty; but his obedience led to an empty tomb and ultimate vindication that 

will culminate when throngs in heaven and on earth and under the earth, not just a 

host of angels, will bow down and sing glory in the highest to the One whose name 

is above every name. 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 


