
  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 11 December 2022 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 105:1-3  

Opening Psalm: Psalm 100B “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” 

Confession of Sin  

Almighty God, Who are rich in mercy to all those who call upon You; Hear us as we 

humbly come to You confessing our sins; And imploring Your mercy and forgiveness.  We 

have broken Your holy laws by our deeds and by our words; And by the sinful affections 

of our hearts.  We confess before You our disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and 

willfulness; And all our failures and shortcomings toward You and toward fellow men.  

Have mercy upon us, Most merciful Father; And of Your great goodness grant that we may 

hereafter serve and please You in newness of life; Through the merit and mediation of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:1-3 

Installation of David Duncan as an Ordained Deacon 

Hymn of Preparation: Hymn 500 “Father, I Know That All My Life” 

Old Covenant Reading: Genesis 2:18-25 

New Covenant Reading: Matthew 5:31-32 

Sermon: Marital Faithfulness to the Glory of God 

Psalm of Response: Psalm 101A “Of Steadfast Love and Justice, LORD” 

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed (p. 852) 

Doxology (Hymn 568)  

Closing Hymn: Hymn 548 “Oh, Blest the House” 

 

PM Worship 

Hymns: 233, 490, 291 

OT: Isaiah 61:1-11 

NT: 1 Peter 1:1-9 

Sermon: Chosen, Transformed, and Washed by the Triune God 

 

Adult Sunday School: Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 7 

Q. Are all people then saved through Christ 

just as they were lost through Adam? 

A. No. 

Only those are saved 

who through true faith 

are grafted into Christ 

and accept all his benefits. 

Q. What is true faith? 

A. True faith is 

not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true 

all that God has revealed to us in his Word; 



it is also a wholehearted trust, 

which the Holy Spirit works in me by the gospel, 

that God has freely granted, not only to others but to me also, 

forgiveness of sins, 

eternal righteousness, 

and salvation. 

These gifts are purely of grace, 

only because of Christ’s merit. 

Q. What then must a Christian believe? 

A. All that is promised us in the gospel 

a summary of which is taught us 

in the articles of our catholic and undoubted Christian faith. 

Q. What are these articles? 

A.I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended to heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from there he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (12/5) Read and discuss Matthew 5:31-32. 

 

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But 

I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 

immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery. (ESV) 

 

Matthew Gibbs writes: 



 

The occasion when some of the Pharisees seek to trap Jesus in their debates over 

valid and invalid divorce will provide this commentary with the opportunity for a 

lengthier exegesis and application of Jesus’ authoritative teaching on marriage, 

divorce, and remarriage. Jesus teaches more briefly here, in the context of His 

sweeping and authoritative revelation of the true meaning of the Torah, in contrast 

to current rabbinic interpretations of the Torah. 

 

The focus here is on the responsibility of the husband in matters of marriage and 

divorce. Hat have Jesus’ disciples heard from among others? What “was said” by 

teachers in Judaism regarding God’s will for husbands and the way they should 

deal with their wives? Jesus summarizes the teaching that stands in contrast to 

God’s intended truth; in effect, it is “If you are going to divorce your wife, you 

must giver to her a certificate of divorce.” The main clause in 5:31 receives the 

main emphasis: “Let him give to her a certificate of divorce.” The question for some 

at least in Judaism was not whether or not a citation of the Torah’s teaching, for the 

Law nowhere contains this command. Rather, Deuteronomy 24:1-4 presupposes or 

permits the practice of divorce and mentions the giving of a certificate of divorce, 

but that is not the subject of the passage. … 

 

Is God’s will for marriage merely that when a divorce is chosen, the divorce should 

take place according to some legal procedure that grants a measure of protection 

and future security to the wife who is being put away? With divine authority Jesus 

reveals the truth that marriage is much more than that! In a stunningly 

comprehensive revelation, He categorically denies the validity of divorce in 

general, though He acknowledges that where sexual unfaithfulness has occurred, 

then divorce may be regarded as permitted [by God]. … When a man divorces his 

wife, he separates what God has joined together (see 19:6). 

 

Read or sing Psalm 100B “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” 

 

Tuesday (12/6) Read and discuss Matthew 5:27-30. 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 

her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is 

better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 

And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that 

you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. (ESV) 

 

In today’s portion of God’s word, Jesus is calling you to a faithful future. He is not 

condemning you for a faithless past. 

 

One of the things about sexual sins, including our secret lusts, is that these sins produce a 

great deal of shame. Such shame can be utterly debilitating. Such shame can leave you 

feeling utterly disqualified for effective service in the Kingdom of God. 

 



Here’s the good news: Jesus didn’t come to rub your shame in. Jesus came to rub it out … 

and to make you whiter than snow. 

 

Does LORD really do that with such truly ugly sins? 

 

Let us consider one of the most horrendous sins in all of history - when Israel made a 

golden calf – and let’s think about it in very personal terms as though you were in the place 

of Aaron. Aaron had the astonishing privilege of being Israel’s very first high priest. Yet, 

he played the pivotal role in creating the golden calf - even telling the people of God to 

look at the calf … and to behold their God. 

 

Can you imagine what shame Aaron must have felt afterwards. How could he ever look 

Moses in the face again? How could he ever look the people of God in the face again … 

when he had led the people of God into such wretched sin … sin which led to the death of 

3,000 of their fellow Jews? 

 

The answer for Aaron is also the answer for you: God’s grace … is greater than your sin. 

Or as I just put it: “Jesus didn’t come to rub your shame in. Jesus came to rub it out … and 

to make you whiter than snow.” 

 

Think about the blessing with which we close every morning worship service. Did you 

know that it is called the Aaronic blessing because it was given to and through Aaron? Yes, 

that Aaron. The Aaron who led Israel into sin with the golden calf. You can find this great 

blessing in Numbers chapter 6. Beginning at verse 22, we read these words … 

 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, … “Speak … to Aaron and his sons, 

saying, … Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

 

 The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

“Speak … to Aaron.” The LORD had not only forgiven Aaron. The LORD was making 

Aaron the instrument of blessing to His people. 

 

Reed Lessing interprets the command like this: “Aaron, … tell My people that I’m gracious 

and forgiving. … I want it coming from your mouth, Aaron, … because you … are Exhibit 

A!” 

 

All of us … every single one of us … needs to hear this message and to take it to heart. In 

Christ, we have been completely forgiven of all our sins. Almost all of us get that part, but 

please listen to the second part of the story: In Christ the most wretched sins from your past 

are not an obstacle to you being profoundly used by God to bless other people in the present 

and in the future. That’s what the LORD did for Aaron, and our God is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 500 “Father, I Know That All My Life” 



 

Wednesday (12/7) Read and discuss Genesis 2:18-25. 

 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the 

field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call 

them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave 

names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But 

for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep 

to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 

brought her to the man. Then the man said, 

 

 “This at last is bone of my bones 

  and flesh of my flesh; 

 she shall be called Woman, 

  because she was taken out of Man.” 

  

 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 

ashamed. (ESV) 

 

James Montgomery Boice writes: 

 

Marriage exists for God’s glory. This is why God instituted marriage. During the 

week I was preparing this message I attended a membership class at Tenth 

Presbyterian Church in which the teacher, one of our elders, said that God created 

sheep so that Christians might understand how they act and what they are. I had 

never thought of it that way, although I should have. I had thought of it the other 

way around, that God had created sheep and that Jesus came along and discovered 

that they made a good illustration. Our elder meant that God had created sheep with 

this end in view – that Jesus would have the illustration when he should come to 

this important part of his teaching. The point is: If this is true of sheep, it is even 

truer of marriage, for the Bible tells us explicitly that God created marriage in order 

that by marriage we might understand the most important of spiritual relationships. 

 

That is why Jesus is portrayed to us in the Bible as the great bridegroom and 

husband of the church. It is why we who believe on him are portrayed as his bride. 

How are we going to communicate this greatest of all relationships if we who are 

Christians do not demonstrate it in our marriages? On the other hand, if we do 

demonstrate it there, then the world around will have a real-life illustration of how 

God works toward us in Christ to bring us to faith and save us from our sins. 

 

Sing or Read Psalm 101A “Of Steadfast Love and Justice, LORD” 

 



Thursday (12/8) Read and discuss Isaiah 61:1-11. 

 

 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

  because the LORD has anointed me 

 to bring good news to the poor; 

  he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

 that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 

 They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations. 

  

 Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; 

  foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; 

 but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; 

  they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; 

 you shall eat the wealth of the nations, 

  and in their glory you shall boast. 

 Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; 

  instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; 

 therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; 

  they shall have everlasting joy. 

  

 For I the LORD love justice; 

  I hate robbery and wrong; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

  and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

  that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 

  

 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

  my soul shall exult in my God, 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 



  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to sprout up before all the nations. (ESV) 

 

Alec Motyer writes: 

How blithely we read ‘for the joy that was set before him he endured the cross …’ 

(Heb 12:2), and many have been heard to say that the ‘joy’ in question was the 

crown that awaited him. [Perhaps}, but Isaiah says it was the joy of saving us. We 

think of the intended humiliation and actual pain of the crown of thorns, but to the 

Lord Jesus it was a bridegroom’s priestly head-dress (61:10). We picture the 

bedraggled and bloodstained seamless robe that he wore to Calvary, but to him it 

was a wedding garment! His Calvary-joy was wedding-day joy. He was winning 

his bride. … This is how much we mean to him. His wedding garments were 

‘salvation’ and ‘righteousness,’ says Isaiah (61:10). In the Bible, clothing speaks of 

capacity and commitment. When the LORD showed himself to Joshua as an armed 

man (Joshua 5:13), it was to display his warrior might and his commitment to win 

the LORD’s wars. Jesus was dressed in ‘salvation’ because he alone has power to 

save (Acts 4:12), and because he is personally committed to the work of saving us. 

He wore the robe of righteousness, first because he is the perfectly righteous Jesus 

who knew no sin, did no sin, and in whom there was no sin. Only the sinless can 

bear the sins of others. Secondly, he was omitted to doing the righteousness – the 

righteous will – of God, to ‘fulfill all righteousness’ (Matthew 3:15). And thirdly, 

the salvation he has accomplished is itself a righteous work: the whole law of God 

is totally satisfied in the price paid, the penalty accepted and endured. 

Righteousness without salvation would mean our eternal condemnation; salvation 

without righteousness would not be acceptable to the inviolable holiness of God. 

Jesus is all-perfect, all-sufficient, all-loving. 

 

Friday (12/9) Read and discuss 1 Peter 1:1-9. 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the 

Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 

 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 



from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 

to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 

precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise 

and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you 

love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 

inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls. (ESV) 

 

Simon Kistemaker writes: 

 

What is joy? Joy is not only an emotional outburst that lasts momentarily. It is not 

simply a response to external circumstances that favor and encourage expression of 

joy. Joy often appears in the midst of hardship, suffering, trials, and persecutions. 

Joy is a gift that we receive from God, for Scripture shows that God is the giver of 

joy (see Ps. 16:11; John 16:24; Rom 15:13). This gift, then, comes to the believer 

who puts his complete trust in God. 

 

Joy is a gift that must be shared with others. The shepherd who finds his sheep and 

the women who finds her coin share their joy with neighbors, while the angels in 

heaven rejoice over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:4-10). In Scripture, joy is 

often related to God’s almighty acts of saving man. As a result, man expresses his 

joy by loving God and by obeying his commands (see especially John 15:9-11). 

And last, joy is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). 

 

Read or sing Hymn 548 “Oh, Blest the House” 

 

Saturday (12/10) Read and discuss Matthew 5:31-32. 

 

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But 

I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 

immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery. (ESV) 

 

Given the importance of marriage in God’s plan for humanity, it is not surprising that the 

Church would wrestle a great deal with issues regarding marriage and divorce nor that 

some of the parameters of marriage and divorce would be codified in the confessions of 

the church. 

 

This is a great benefit to us, as we are all easily tempted to bend the truth to fit our 

circumstances … or perhaps to be judgmental towards others who don’t take as rigorous 

an approach towards the application of God’s word as we might. Our Lord’s opening words 

“It was also said” warn us against treating the careful meditations of centuries of Christians 

as the final word. Nevertheless, the Confession and Catechisms of our church are both a 



helpful guide for our own practices and a safeguard against wrongly condemning the 

innocent. If we end up, after a great deal of study, disagreeing with our Confession on the 

matter of marriage and divorce – we ought to do so with great humility and without 

condemning those whose views align with the historical view of the Reformed churches. 

Our Confession of Faith says this about marriage and divorce: 

 

1. Marriage is to be between one man and one woman: neither is it lawful for any man 

to have more than one wife, nor for any woman to have more than one husband, at 

the same time. 

2. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and wife, for the increase of 

mankind with legitimate issue, and of the church with an holy seed; and for 

preventing of uncleanness. 

3. It is lawful for all sorts of people to marry, who are able with judgment to give their 

consent. Yet it is the duty of Christians to marry only in the Lord. And therefore 

such as profess the true reformed religion should not marry with infidels, papists, 

or other idolaters: neither should such as are godly be unequally yoked, by marrying 

with such as are notoriously wicked in their life, or maintain damnable heresies. 

4. Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of consanguinity or affinity forbidden 

by the Word. Nor can such incestuous marriages ever be made lawful by any law 

of man or consent of parties, so as those persons may live together as man and wife. 

5. Adultery or fornication committed after a contract, being detected before marriage, 

giveth just occasion to the innocent party to dissolve that contract. In the case of 

adultery after marriage, it is lawful for the innocent party to sue out a divorce: and, 

after the divorce, to marry another, as if the offending party were dead. 

6. Although the corruption of man be such as is apt to study arguments unduly to put 

asunder those whom God hath joined together in marriage: yet, nothing but 

adultery, or such willful desertion as can no way be remedied by the church, or civil 

magistrate, is cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of marriage: wherein, a public 

and orderly course of proceeding is to be observed; and the persons concerned in it 

not left to their own wills, and discretion, in their own case. 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 


