
  Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 1 January 2023 

 

AM Worship 

Call to Worship: Psalm 98:1-3 

Opening Hymn: 229 Holy God, We Praise Your Name 

Confession of Sin  

O You whose chosen dwelling is the heart that longs for Your presence and humbly seeks 

Your love:  We come to You to acknowledge and confess that we have sinned in thought 

and word and deed;  We have not loved You with all our heart and soul, with all our mind 

and strength;   We have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves.  Deepen within us our 

sorrow for the wrong we have done, or for the good we have left undone.  But You, O 

Lord, are full of compassion and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy;  there is 

forgiveness with You.  Restore to us the joy of Your salvation;  Bind up that which is 

broken, give light to our minds, strength to our wills and rest to our souls.  Speak to each 

of us the word that we need, and let Your Word abide with us until it has wrought in us 

Your holy will.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 10:10-13 

Hymn of Preparation: 233 O Father, You Are Sovereign 

Old Covenant Reading: Leviticus 19:1-12 

New Covenant Reading: Matthew 5:33-37 

Sermon: Faithful Tongues 

Psalm of Response: 101A Of Steadfast Love and Justice, LORD 

Confession of Faith: Apostles Creed (p. 851) 

Doxology (Hymn 568)   

Closing Psalm: 15B Who, O Lord, with Thee Abiding 

 

PM Worship 

110A The LORD Said to My Lord 

288 We Come, O Christ, to You 

286 Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder 

OT: Psalm 110:1-7 

NT: 1 John 5:6-12 

Sermon: Saved by the Triune God 

 

Adult Sunday School: Lord’s Day 8 

Q. How are these articles divided? 

A. Into three parts: 

God the Father and our creation; 

God the Son and our deliverance; 

and God the Holy Spirit and our sanctification. 

Q. Since there is only one divine being, 

why do you speak of three: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 



A. Because that is how 

God has revealed himself in his Word: 

these three distinct persons 

are one, true, eternal God. 

Suggested Preparations 

 

Monday (12/26) Read and discuss Matthew 5:33-37 

 

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 

shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I say to you, Do not take an oath at 

all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by 

Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not take an oath by your head, for 

you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 

anything more than this comes from evil. (ESV) 

 

Sinclair Ferguson writes: 

 

Jesus forbids swearing by heaven, earth, Jerusalem, and one’s own head. Why 

would anyone do that in the first place? People were swearing oaths by these things 

without using God’s name, and on that basis releasing themselves from fulfilling 

the promise they had given. ‘Of course,’ they would argue, ‘had I sworn by God’s 

name to keep my oath, I would have fulfilled it. But the fact that I swore by the 

earth indicates that my commitment was not an absolute one.’ Jesus says two things 

about this. 

 

It is utter hypocrisy. Heaven is God’s throne, earth his footstool, Jerusalem his city, 

and he numbers the hairs of our heads and chooses their color. That being so, no 

promise can ever be made, no word ever spoken, without it being done in the 

presence of God. 

 

It is deep seated dishonesty. What masquerades as theology is rank untruth. To 

swear things is to give the appearance of serious commitment. It is to suggest that 

one’s word is one’s bond, when all the time, behind the sign of integrity, one’s heart 

is full of duplicity. Jesus abhors such a lack of moral integrity and seriousness. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 229 Holy God, We Praise Your Name 

 

Tuesday (12/27) Read and discuss Luke 2:1-20 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 



was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 

for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, 

 

 “Glory to God in the highest, 

  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

  

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. (ESV) 

 

It is easy to sympathize with Mary and Joseph. Augustus snaps his fingers and calls for a 

census and although Mary is 8 months pregnant, she has to journey with her husband to his 

ancestral home – just so that Caesar can make sure that he is squeezing all the tax revenue 

out of Palestine that he can possibly get. 

 

And yet, for those with eyes to see, the good news of that first Christmas is already 

beginning to shine through. Hundreds of years earlier, Micah had prophesied that the Christ 

would be born in Bethlehem. But Mary lived in Nazareth. How in the world would Jesus 

end up being born in Bethlehem? Almighty God simply has Augustus call for a census at 

the right time – and the ancient prophecies are all fulfilled. Caesar foolishly imagined that 

he was in charge. But with the eyes of faith, we can see that Caesar was simply another 

pawn on the Almighty’s chess board - carrying out God’s will without the slightest clue 

that he was doing so. The first piece of good news we see in this morning’s passage is that, 

for all of his pomp and apparent power, Caesar isn’t in charge. Almighty God is in charge, 

and nothing can ever happen in your life apart from His sovereign care. 

 

Phil Ryken puts it beautifully: 

 

Although Caesar would never know it, he had unleashed a chain of events 

that would turn the whole world upside down, for among the millions who 

had to register was a man named Joseph, with his fiancée Mary. This one 



little family, seemingly swept up in the tide of earthly power, gave birth to 

a son who would rule the world. Mary’s song was starting to come true: “He 

has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts; He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and 

exalted those of humble estate.” God was taking Caesar’s pawns and 

moving them to checkmate, so that the real Savior would stand alone as the 

King of Kings. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 233 O Father, You Are Sovereign 

 

Wednesday (12/28) Read and discuss Leviticus 19:1-12. 

 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to all the congregation of the people of 

Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. Every one of 

you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the LORD 

your God. Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the 

LORD your God. 

 

“When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD, you shall offer it so that you 

may be accepted. It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything 

left over until the third day shall be burned up with fire. If it is eaten at all on the third day, 

it is tainted; it will not be accepted, and everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because 

he has profaned what is holy to the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from his people. 

 

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, 

neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not strip your 

vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave 

them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God. 

 

“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. You shall 

not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD. 

(ESV) 

 

Verses 11 and 12 focus on integrity. Derek Tidball writes: 

 

Resuming the reference to the Ten Commandments, the eighth and the ninth 

commandments are quoted to forbid any dishonest action or speech. Both these are 

reinforced by the summary statement, “Do deceive one another.” Further 

reinforcement comes in verse 12 which refers to the fourth commandment. 

Profaning God’s name – the name would refer to the whole of his being – by using 

it falsely in an oath is not a new issue, separate from what has just been said, but a 

continuation of the same theme. In any dispute, God’s name may well have been 

invoked as a means of covering up an act of deception. The citizens of Israel needed 

to be people of plain dealing and plain talking, marked, through and through, by 

integrity. 

 

Sing or Read Psalm 101A Of Steadfast Love and Justice, LORD 



 

Thursday (12/29) Read and discuss Psalm 110:1-7. 

 

 The LORD says to my Lord: 

  “Sit at my right hand, 

 until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

  

 The LORD sends forth from Zion 

  your mighty scepter. 

  Rule in the midst of your enemies! 

 Your people will offer themselves freely 

  on the day of your power, 

  in holy garments; 

 from the womb of the morning, 

  the dew of your youth will be yours. 

 The LORD has sworn 

  and will not change his mind, 

 “You are a priest forever 

  after the order of Melchizedek.” 

  

 The Lord is at your right hand; 

  he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 

 He will execute judgment among the nations, 

  filling them with corpses; 

 he will shatter chiefs 

  over the wide earth. 

 He will drink from the brook by the way; 

  therefore he will lift up his head. (ESV) 

 

Allen P. Ross writes: 

 

Passages like this offer hope and comfort to believers because no matter how evil 

or troubling the world might appear, the final outcome is certain. Those who believe 

in Jesus the Messiah, and who have been sanctified by His sacrificial blood, have 

nothing to fear. They will be with Him as He comes to rule on earth, for they will 

be like the dew that suddenly appears in the morning when the shadows flee away, 

and the “sun of righteousness” rises with healing in His wings (Mal. 3). Because of 

that hope, believers should (1) comfort and encourage one another, (2) purify 

themselves to be clothed in white linen, which are the righteous acts of the saints 

(Rev. 19), and (3) be about the work of the kingdom, obeying he king, serving the 

king, and extending His kingship to people in the world. 

 

Friday (12/30) Read and discuss 1 John 5:6-12. 

 

This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the 

water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 



For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony 

of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the 

testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has 

not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And this is the 

testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son 

has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. (ESV) 

 

David Jackman writes: 

 

It is the function of the Spirit, then, to testify to the truth, as it is in Jesus. This was 

what the Lord Jesus himself has promised his disciples. ‘When the Counsellor 

comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out 

from the Father, he will testify about me; but you also must testify, for you have 

been with me from the beginning’ (Jn. 15:26-27). The apostles were the human 

channels through which the truth was related. The Spirit was their guarantor and 

enabler. And how does the Spirit testify today but through the channels he 

commissioned and used at the beginning, through the apostolic testimony. The New 

Testament? Again, this is a direct fulfilment of the promise of Jesus, recorded by 

John in his gospel. ‘When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all 

truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will 

tell you what is yet to come.’ (Jn. 16:13) 

 

So the Spirit bears witness through the Scriptures, God’s Word of truth, by which 

human minds are instructed and human wills are changed, as he brings Christ’s 

obedient followers increasingly into likeness to their Lord. The Spirit of God still 

takes the Word of God and produces children of God. Or, in the words of the 

Westminster Confession, ‘our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth 

[of the Bible] is from the work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the 

Word in our hearts.’ This explains how the lives of 3,000 people were transformed 

on the day of Pentecost. It was not that they had discovered new evidence 

concerning the resurrection or the deity of Christ. That objective evidence had been 

there ever since Easter morning. It was the activity of the Spirit ‘testifying’ to the 

truth and to the person of Christ that brought a multitude to faith, as they repented, 

found forgiveness, and were baptized (Acts 2:36-41). It is still the same today. 

 

Read or sing Psalm 15B Who, O Lord, with Thee Abiding 

 

Saturday (12/31) Read and discuss Matthew 5:33-37 

 

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 

shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I say to you, Do not take an oath at 

all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by 

Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not take an oath by your head, for 



you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 

anything more than this comes from evil. (ESV) 

 

James Montgomery Boice writes: 

 

I believe that if we are to receive the full import of Christ’s teaching, we must 

realize that He was not speaking about the taking of oaths primarily. This is the 

sense in which certain religious bodies in our time have taken Christ’s teaching, 

and hence, they will not swear to the truth of their statements even in a court of law. 

Actually, Jesus as speaking not against oaths themselves but against the abuses of 

oaths and the corresponding abuse of the truth that went with them. 

 

We see this most clearly when we look in the broadest way at the positive teaching 

about oaths throughout Scripture. For instance, as far back as in the book of 

Deuteronomy we hear Moses commanding the people, “Thou shalt fear the LORD 

thy God; Him shalt thou serve, and to Him shalt thou cleave, and swear by His 

name” (Deut. 10:20). Jeremiah speaks on behalf of the LORD in commanding not 

only the nation of Israel but also the Gentile nations to swear by Jehovah: “It shall 

come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my 

name, the LORD liveth, as they taught my people to swear by Baal, then shall they 

be built in the midst of my people. But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up 

and destroy that nation, saith the LORD” (Jer. 12:16, 17). In the New Testament 

Paul frequently swears by the LORD crying, “As God is my witness” (Rom. 1:9; 2 

Cor. 1:23; Phil. 1:8; 1 Thess. 2:5, 10). 

 

It is even more remarkable to notice that at many places in the Bible God takes an 

oath also. This does not mean that God appeals, as men do, to a higher authority. 

But it does mean that God takes the most solemn steps to assure men of the truth of 

His statements. 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services. 


	Adult Sunday School: Lord’s Day 8

