
    Guide for the Preparation for Worship on 13 November 2022   

   

AM Worship – Samuelis Lukosius preaching 

Call to Worship: Psalm 105:1-3  

Opening Hymn: 234 “The God of Abraham Praise” 

Confession of Sin  

Almighty God, Who are rich in mercy to all those who call upon You; Hear us as we humbly 

come to You confessing our sins; And imploring Your mercy and forgiveness.  We have 

broken Your holy laws by our deeds and by our words; And by the sinful affections of our 

hearts.  We confess before You our disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and willfulness; 

And all our failures and shortcomings toward You and toward fellow men.  Have mercy 

upon us, Most merciful Father; And of Your great goodness grant that we may hereafter 

serve and please You in newness of life; Through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 2:17-18 

Hymn of Preparation: 244 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

Old Covenant Reading: Ruth 4:13-22 

New Covenant Reading: Acts 2:29-36 

Sermon: Living Happily Ever After 

Psalm of Response: Psalm 138A “With All My Heart My Thanks I Bring” 

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed (p. 852) 

Doxology (Hymn 568)  

Closing Hymn: Hymn 433 “Amazing Grace!” 

 

PM Worship   

Hymns: 429, Psalm 51C, Psalm 103A 

OT: Psalm 51:1-19 

NT: 1 John 1:5-9 

Sermon: Crying Out for Mercy 

   

Adult Sunday School: No Sunday School – Congregational Meeting to Interview David 

Duncan in consideration of Installing Him as a Deacon of MVPC  

Suggested Preparations   

   

Monday (11/7) Read and discuss Ruth 4:13-22.  

 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave 

her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, 

who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! 

He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-

law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” Then 

Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. And the women of the 



neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him 

Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 

Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, Ram 

fathered Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon 

fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. (ESV) 

 

Remember the basic plot line of the book of Judges. That period in Israel’s history was 

marked by a downward spiral of rebellion against God. The pattern was a simple one. The 

people would fall into rebellion; then the LORD would send judgment to punish them for 

their rebellion; in spite of the judgment – the people as a whole would not repent and seek 

the LORD with all their hearts – nevertheless, the LORD would have compassion on His 

people and send them a “Judge” to deliver them from the persecutions that they faced. Each 

time this cycle repeated, the people just seemed to get worse and worse. Why would this 

time be any different? Sure the LORD had given relief from the famine. He had also blessed 

Boaz and Ruth – two of His choicest servants. But if the people went back to their old ways 

why would this time be any different? Was Israel simply doomed to an endless cycle of 

judgment and deliverance without ever getting to Happily Ever After? 

 

The answer comes when we find Amazing Grace in a Genealogy. Verse 18-22: 

 

Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron 

fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, 

Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 

Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 

 

This genealogy is God’s answer to the dreadful refrain found in the book of Judges: “In 

those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” The 

genealogy makes clear that Almighty God was NOT waiting for His people to get their act 

together. Instead, He was preparing the way for a deliverer – a man after His own heart – 

to be the Shepherd-King over His people Israel. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 234 “The God of Abraham Praise” 

 

Tuesday (11/8) Read and discuss Matthew 5:17-20. 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever 

relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 

that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (ESV) 

 



Applying the Law in the Christian life can be challenging. Michael Wilkins gives us six 

helpful guidelines for this important task: 

 

1. The law is a revelation of God’s will for humanity. It reveals a standard of God’s 

perfect righteousness. We trifle with God’s will if we set aside some aspects of His 

word. For example, it may be commendable to oppose abortions, but when 

antiabortion activists resort to violence and murder, they have set aside God’s 

commands. 

2. We need to understand God’s purpose for giving His law if we are to rightly 

understand the law itself. The law had several purposes. It was designed to instruct 

God’s people in His will so that they might fulfill His purpose for “a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation” (Ex 19:6). But they were not to rely on its requirements 

as the means of finding forgiveness. The law was given to point out humanity’s 

sinfulness and need for God and to lead humanity to Christ, by whom they will be 

justified by faith. 

3. By reading the Gospels in general and the antitheses in particular (Matt. 5:21-48), 

we must keep in mind that Jesus is here objecting to misinterpretations of the law, 

not the law itself. A tendency existed in Pharisaic Judaism to make their 

interpretations and traditions just as binding as the law itself. Jesus rejected their 

practices, not the law. He continued to uphold the law as the will of God. 

4. Jesus fulfilled the law and proved to be the perfect God-man, who is therefore able 

to become the means of our justification or right standing with God. Therefore, we 

are not under the law as a means of gaining salvation. 

5. At the same time, Jesus is the interpreter of the law, showing what is binding in 

principle and what is the temporary symbolic ritual. We should seek Christ’s mind 

for a proper interpretation and application of the law and understand the Old 

Testament in the light of the new covenant He inaugurates. He emphasized that 

ultimately the law was given to aid humans to live life the way God intended it to 

be lived. … As Jesus gives His interpretation of the law, He reveals its intent and 

motive that were lost behind the external legalism of the scribes and Pharisees. He 

then demonstrates how principles of the law are valid guidelines to show God’s will 

for His people. 

6. Jesus demonstrates that the entire Old Testament [Law] hangs on love for God and 

neighbor, which truly brings to fulfillment all of the Law. 

 

Read or sing Hymn 244 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

   

Wednesday (11/9) Read and discuss Acts 2:29-36. 

 

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died 

and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing 

that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his 

throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned 



to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 

witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing 

and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

 

 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

 “Sit at my right hand, 

   until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

  

 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” (ESV) 

 

Eckhard Schnabel writes: 

 

Jesus of Nazareth who died on a cross is the promised Messiah and the Lord who 

reigns at God’s right hand. The pivotal explanation of Pentecost is linked with 

Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and exaltation to God’s right hand. This means that 

Jesus is significant for historical reasons (He lived, performed miracles, He died on 

a cross, he rose from the dead, He ascended to the right hand of God), for theological 

reasons (His life, death, resurrection, and exaltation are part of God’s plan to save 

Israel and the world), and for pastoral and evangelistic reasons (He lives, He 

bestows salvation, He transforms through the Spirit). The central content of Peter’s 

sermon is Christological. 

 

The connection between the coming of the Spirit and the person of Jesus constitutes 

both an invitation and a promise of salvation. Jesus invites us to “call on the name 

of the Lord” and thus acknowledge that He, the crucified Jew from Galilee, is indeed 

the Messiah and the Lord. At the same time His life, death, resurrection, and 

exaltation are an offer of salvation: those who invoke Jesus’ name in 

acknowledgement of who He was on earth and who He is in heaven will be saved 

from their sins and from condemnation on the day of judgment. 

 

Read or sing Psalm 138A “With All My Heart My Thanks I Bring” 

   

Thursday (11/10) Read and discuss 1 John 1:5-9. 

 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in 

him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 

we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 

say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(ESV) 

 



Karen Jobes writes: 

Readers today need to hear [what this passage says] about the reality of sin. There 

is in modern society a rationalization about sin that prevents even the word from 

being used beyond the walls of the church, for sin implies a moral responsibility to 

God. Wrong behavior is attributed to bad parenting, genetic propensities, or a lack 

of adequate education, or it is embraced to affirm a perceived entitlement of 

individuals to define moral principles for themselves. The claim that there is a God 

and a that violation of his moral standard is sin invites harsh social disapproval in a 

culture that no longer believes in absolute truth and sees any such claim as a 

wrongful and arrogant assertion of power. 

 

Furthermore, it is increasingly difficult to define sin in a society where what is legal 

is not necessarily ethical and moral by God’s standards. Collectively, modern 

mankind has said, “We have no sin,” and “We have not sinned.” Unfortunately, 

many preachers and churches have bent under that social pressure and largely avoid 

the “s” word. This will no doubt continue to be one of the greatest challenges to the 

church’s proclamation of the gospel in the years ahead. This denial of sin by society, 

even with the complicity of the church, is itself sin. Tod deny sin is to call God a 

liar, for God has declared his moral standard and has paid dearly for our sin by 

sending Jesus Christ to die as our atonement. What serious business is it to deny sin 

in any of the many ways we humans, starting with Adam and Eve, have found to do 

it! 

 

Friday (11/11) Read and discuss Psalm 51:1-19. 

 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had 

gone in to Bathsheba. 

 

 Have mercy on me, O God, 

  according to your steadfast love; 

 according to your abundant mercy 

  blot out my transgressions. 

 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

  and cleanse me from my sin! 

  

 For I know my transgressions, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

  and done what is evil in your sight, 

 so that you may be justified in your words 

  and blameless in your judgment. 

 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

  and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 



  and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

  

 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

 Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my iniquities. 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

  and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

  

 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

  and sinners will return to you. 

 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 

  O God of my salvation, 

  and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 

 O Lord, open my lips, 

  and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 

  you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 

 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

  

 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

  build up the walls of Jerusalem; 

 then will you delight in right sacrifices, 

  in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

  then bulls will be offered on your altar. (ESV) 

 

Allen P. Ross writes: 

 

We, like the psalmist, can and must have complete cleansing before we can fully 

and freely serve God in any capacity. Our eternal destiny may not be in doubt when 

we sin, and neither was David’s because he appealed to that covenant relationship, 

but our fellowship and service will be. God will not tolerate unconfessed sin, but 

will discipline for it. And if we harbor unconfessed sin in our lives, we cannot teach 

sinners about forgiveness, we cannot praise God, we cannot come to his table, and 

we will not have the joy that we knew when we were walking with the LORD. We 

may still try to do these things without finding forgiveness, but it will be hypocrisy, 

and therefore not accepted or blessed by God. 

 



Read or sing Hymn 433 “Amazing Grace!” 

   

Saturday (11/12) Read and discuss Ruth 4:13-22.  

 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave 

her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, 

who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! 

He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-

law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” Then 

Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. And the women of the 

neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him 

Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 

Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, Ram 

fathered Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, Salmon 

fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. (ESV) 

 

Today’s passage ends with the Elders and the People pronouncing a beautiful blessing: 

 

Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are 

witnesses. May the LORD make the woman, who is coming into your house, 

like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you 

act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, and may your 

house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the 

offspring that the LORD will give you by this young woman.” 

 

The benediction consists of three parts: a blessing on Ruth, a blessing on Boaz, and a 

blessing on his household. It is beautiful that the Elders and People of Bethlehem would 

ask that Ruth be like Rachel and Leah. As Daniel Block points out: 

 

This extraordinary statement demonstrated unequivocally that Ruth had 

been fully integrated into the community and the history of Israel. Their 

blessing signaled the completion of her transformation; they wished that she 

who had arrived as a Moabite outsider would take her place among the 

matriarchs of the nation. 

 

Isn’t that what the LORD has done for us as well. Most of us at Merrimack Valley 

Presbyterian Church are Gentiles by birth. As Paul tells us in Ephesians chapter 2: 

 

… remember that you were at [one] time separated from Christ, alienated 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

 



Second, the crowd blesses Boaz by asking that his name would become renowned in 

Bethlehem. They saw that Boaz was willing to be considered a nobody in order to honor 

the LORD and to bless Naomi and Ruth. They wanted this honorable man to be 

remembered as a somebody – that even decades or centuries later his name would be still 

be renowned in the little town of Bethlehem. Their intent was good but their vision was a 

bit small; for more than 3,000 years later the Living God has made the name of Boaz famous 

– even to the ends of the earth. Finally, the Elders and the People pronounce a blessing on 

Boaz’s household. They say: 

 

… may your house be like the house of Perez 

 

You have probably never said that to anyone, and you may not even remember exactly who 

Perez was. But this blessing fittingly calls the story of Genesis 38 to mind. There we see 

that Tamar, who had no children through her first husband before he died, gave birth to 

Perez through Tamar. There are definitely some PG and R-rated aspects to that story – but 

the important thing is that they are connecting Ruth to Perez the son of Judah (also known 

as Israel) because Perez is an ancestor of Elimelech’s clan in Bethlehem. They are saying: 

Just as the LORD gave many generations of important descendants through the widow 

Tamar … may the LORD grant many generations of important descendants through the 

widow Ruth whom you are now taking as your lawfully wedded wife. And that is exactly 

what the LORD would do for Boaz and Ruth. He would fulfill all three of these blessings 

in ways that were far beyond the wildest imaginations of those who first offered them. 

 

Prayer: Please lift up tomorrow’s morning and evening worship services.   


