
Two Kingdoms
Matthew 5:13-16

All Christians are citizens of two kingdoms, two separate 
kingdoms.  To be sure, our primary identity belongs to the 
kingdom of God.  We are citizens of a heavenly kingdom, the city 
of God, a kingdom well defined by the words of,

Heb. 12:22  “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to 
the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”

But we are also citizens of an earthly kingdom, a kingdom that 
might be identified by the formal structures of civil authorities and 
political structure, or it might simply be a more broad reference to 
culture.  In either case, that earthly kingdom could be called “the 
world.”  With our flesh and blood, we obviously live in the world, 
and Scripture defines our responsibilities to the world in a number 
of ways.

What is surprisingly difficult, however, is to define the 
relationship between those two kingdoms.  Specifically, the 
difficulty and sometimes the strong disagreement among 
Christians is when we try to define the Christians relationship to 
each of those kingdoms.  Sometimes that goes under the banner 
of “worldview.”  Sometimes under the label of “Christ and 
Culture.”  Whatever the label, the issue is the Christians 
involvement, as a Christian, in the realm of public and political life 
of the kingdoms and culture of this world. 

There are lots of associated questions.  How should Christian 

be involved in politics?  How should you vote?  Should you vote?  
What should a Christian say and do about the social issues, 
about abortion?  Euthanasia?  What about Sunday blue laws?  
What is the role of the ten commandments in the life of a nation?  
What about the question, “Can you legislate morality?”  How do 
you answer when you are accused of denying the separation of 
the church and the state?  I could go on and on with those 
questions. 

Sometimes, I believe that there is too great a distinction drawn 
between the two kingdoms such that the church, as a church, is 
hardly at all engaged in the kingdoms of this world.  Even more 
troublesome is the idea that the Bible, as such, is inappropriate to 
be used as an influence within the earthly kingdoms of this world.  
The appeal may be to natural law, but such an appeal absent the 
Word of God removes what I believe ought to be our great 
weapon in the great warfare of taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ, that which is living and active, sharper than 
any two- edged sword.

Sometimes, however, there is the opposite error, too little a 
distinction drawn between the two kingdoms such that the work of 
the church gets co-mingled with a partisan political cause.  I’m not 
going to attempt any comprehensive definition to avoid those two 
opposite errors, but rather expound upon the overarching general 
explanation which is clearly taught by Jesus in this sermon on the 
mount.  It is a simple and straightforward explanation.  What is 
the generalized answer to all of those questions about the two 
kingdoms in which Christians live?  You all know the answer.  
Christians are to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  
This afternoon, after a discussion of those two descriptions, I’ll 
end with an admonition for Christians to be engaged in the world.  
Not disengaged.  We are to be “in the world,” as Jesus teaches 
his disciples, as he prays for them in,
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John 17:15  “I do not ask that you take them out of the world, 
but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world.”

Jesus sends us into the world, so the idea of spiritual maturity 
being stimulated by any sort of monastic retreat from the world is 
foolishness.  God doesn’t call us to enter a monastery.  He 
doesn’t call us to live in our own Christian subculture isolated 
from unbelievers.  Just the opposite, he sends us into the world to 
be salt and light.  First, salt.

I. CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE THE SALT OF THE EARTH.
This sermon was given, of course, before the medical 

profession made us all aware of the dangers of salt intake.  So 
banish from your minds all thoughts about counting your sodium 
intake and the dangers of processed foods.  Don’t think about 
grams and food labels.  Get rid of any thoughts about cholesterol 
and high blood pressure.  And think positively about salt.

When I was first ordained, one of my professors, who had 
become a friend, knew one of the men in the church that had 
called me to be there pastor.  I’ll never his comment about that 
man, “He is the salt of the earth.”  I’ve always appreciated that 
description of people, and I still use it with reference to people 
who are eminently practical and faithful, devoutly loyal and 
industrious.  In my opinion, it is one of the highest compliments 
you can pay someone.  “He is the salt of the earth.”  The origin of 
the expression, of course, comes from out text this afternoon.  
And I want to emphasize two aspects of what it means to be salt.  
First, preservation.

A. Salt as a preservative in the midst of decay.

In Jesus’ day, salt was a vital preservative, especially for meat.  

The obvious implication of Jesus’ words is that the world, like 
fresh meat, quickly becomes rotten.  The world has a tendency to 
pollution and to becoming foul and offensive.  Just imagine the 
smell of rotten meat.  That’s the image.  As Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
expresses it, “As the result of sin and the fall, life in the world in 
general tends to get into a putrid state.  That, according to the 
Bible, is the only sane and right view to take of humanity.  Far 
from there being a tendency in life and the world to go upwards, it 
is the exact opposite.  The world, left to itself, is something that 
tends to fester.”

So how do we, as Christians, preserve the world?  By being 
different.  We must glory in that difference.  That is why it is so 
crucial that we live out our lives in a way that provides this 
preservation.  So how do you preserve the world in which you 
live?  To build upon the context of this sermon on the mount, that 
means you live out the live that Jesus describes as so blessed.  It 
means that you exhibit what it means to be poor in spirit, to be 
humble and sincere.  That you mourn for your sins, and exercise 
the godly grace of being meek, not demanding your rights.  That 
you hunger and thirst for righteousness, show mercy, preserve 
the purity of your heart and life, and seek to live at peace with 
others.  Not because the performance of any of those things will 
earn for you your salvation, not because any of those things is the 
essence of the gospel, but because you are to be the salt of the 
earth.

So why is it that Christians so often join in the world’s decay?  
That’s a probing question, isn’t it?  Why do we as Christians 
indulge ourselves in some or most of the same corruption as is 
found in the world?  Why are you tempted to imitate the world, 
even in their depravity.  That can be especially challenging for 
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young people, facing peer pressure.  Often it is the pressure of 
the world, to conform.  To imitate.  To idolize the depravity of the 
world.

Jesus calls you to something else, to be the salt of the earth.  
Salt as a preservative.  And,

B. Salt as a seasoning in the midst of decay.
That gets the emphasis here in the text.
v.13a

So let me challenge you to evaluate yourself.  How about this 
example,

Col. 4:5  “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best 
use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each 
person.”

More explicitly,
Eph. 4:29  “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, 

but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that 
it may give grace to those who hear...31 Let all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice.”

So let your speech be “seasoned with salt,” such that you 
know how to answer people.  Providing flavoring, taste, instead of 
foolishness.  Wisdom and insight, instead of the emptiness and 
vanity of the world.

When I worked as an engineer, my immediate supervisor was 
an old Navy man, and he had the mouth of a sailor.  His language 
was filthy and profane.  I worked hard for him and he appreciated 
that, but I never joined in the coarseness of his language.  I never 

spoke harshly or with crude words.  I never lost my temper.  And 
over time, he stopped cursing in my presence.  I was thankful that 
he felt the influence of a preservative, and that is to be our effect 
everyone, all the time.  

So when you are in a conversation where there is gossip or 
slander, be the salt of the earth.  Influence that conversation with 
your salt.  Where you confront anger, bitterness, immodesty, or 
anything that even borders on being crude or filthy, be the salt of 
the earth.  When you find yourself in the presence of coarse, 
boorish or raunchy behavior, then let your influence be known.  
Let the fruit of the spirit, the evidence of these beattitudes be 
obvious.  Christians are to be the salt of the earth.  Secondly,

II. CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
Again, the emphasis is upon your influence.  Let me mention 

two specific ways.  First,

A. The light of truth in the midst of lies.
The world is in darkness, despite it’s claim of enlightenment.  

The world doesn’t know the truth, the world doesn’t want to know 
the truth.  The world loves the language of the devil, lying.  So 
Christians are called to be the light of the world, to speak in the 
light, to tell the truth.  Always.  Without exception.  No little white 
lies.  No lies of convenience.  No deception.

As Christians, we must be committed to that light of truth, 
including the truth of God’s word.  So we live out the truth of the 
gospel.  Paul puts it this way in,  

2 Cor. 4:1  “Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of 
God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper 
with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 

Page  of 3 6



3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For 
what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus 'sake. 6 For God, who said, 
Let light shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.”

So again, those penetrating questions.  Does the light of truth 
shine in your life, “to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ?”  To the Ephesians, Paul says,

Eph. 5:6  “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 
for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord.”

You are light.  You have the truth.  And Paul goes on,
Eph. 5:8  “Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is 

found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful 
even to speak of the things that they do in secret.”

 To the Romans, Paul puts it this way,
Rom. 13:12  “The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then 

let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”

That’s what it means to walk in the light.  It is to live in,

B. The light of godliness in the midst of immorality.
1 Thes. 5:4  “But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that 

day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, 
children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6 
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and 
be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 
get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
for a helmet the hope of salvation.”

The light of the world refers to how you live.  And the point of 
these verses in the sermon on the mount is that “we have a 
responsibility to show the Christ-like life of light to those around 
us.”  (Ferguson)    That’s the point.  

v.16

And let your saltiness be felt.  Let me go back to where I 
started.

III. CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE ENGAGED IN THE WORLD.
Jesus is pretty clear, isn’t he?  His point is obvious regarding,

A. The uselessness of isolation.
In other words, losing your saltiness.  Salt which loses its taste 

is useless.
v.13

Absolutely worthless.  If you are not having an influence upon 
the world in which you live, you are no longer good for anything!  
Strong language, and convicting words.  If the world around you 
doesn’t see your light and taste the flavor of your saltiness, then 
you have accomplished nothing. 
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When you cease to be seasoning in the rotten and decaying 
world in which you life, you have lost your taste and cannot be 
restored.  

Sad to say, that so often not only are Christians isolated from 
the world, but they blend in with the world.  They provide no flavor 
of salt at all.  They provide no preservative, no seasoning.  They 
just join in, and when there is no difference between the life of a 
Christian and the life of an unbeliever, the church looses her 
witness.  And that “you” in verse 13 is plural.  That “you” is the 
church.  Not just the individual Christian living an individual 
Christian life, but the church living out the life of the church.  We, 
together, are the salt of the earth.  We, together, as a church, 
ought to engage in the world such that by our influence the world 
will have the taste of our salt.  The world will have the benefit of 
our good influence.  And if we lose that, we are “no longer good 
for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s 
feet.”

So it is even clearer with reference to the light.  Jesus 
presents,

B. The mandate for engagement.
v.14-15

That’s foolish, isn’t it?  You don’t put lights under a bushel.  
You put it on a stand.  That’s why you have lights in your house, 
to let them shine.  By definition.  “A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.”

Again, with the plural of “we,” that is what we are supposed to 
do, we the church.  We the body of Christ on earth.  We are 
supposed to give light to the whole house.  It is a mandate for 
engagement in the world, a mandate to be involved in the world, 

to be in the world but not of the world.  And to be noticed, 
intentionally and personally.

v.16

So, people of God, put this verse into practice in your own life.  
“Let your light shine before others.”  “Let them see you good 
works, and give glory to your father in heaven.”  Live before the 
world in faith, not in fear.  Live before the world with courage and 
boldness.  Let your light shine and let it be seen.

And let that be true of our church.  That goal is part of the 
foundation of why the session is calling for a day of prayer and 
fasting.  A special occasion, to focus on evangelism and outreach, 
a time to pray for God to enable us to be salt and light in this 
world.  Ultimately, that goal is nothing less than the Great 
Commission,

Mat. 28:19  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” 

Go, therefore, and shine your light before the world.  So let 
people see your life.  Let them see the difference that Jesus 
makes in your life.    

Jesus is the light of the world, and he is the light that you must 
shine.  As Jesus prayed for his disciples in John 17, he sent them 
into the world.  So he sends us into that same world, that others 
might see our light.  So go into that world.  Go into your 
neighborhood with the light of Jesus.  Go into the political arena 
with the light of the Word of God.  Go into the world of business, 
into the world of commerce, into the world of education, go into 
the world and let the light of Jesus shine clearly and brightly.  As 
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we sing in the familiar hymn,

“Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, with the cross 
of Jesus going on before:  Christ the royal Master leads against 
the foe; forward into battle, see, his banners go.  Onward, 
Christian soldiers, marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus 
going on before.”    
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