
Peacemakers
Matthew 5:9

Prov. 6:16  “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are 
an abomination to Him:  17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands 
that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, 
Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who 
speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.”

That’s a pretty serious list, isn’t it?  Our focus this afternoon is 
upon the last of those seven things, though in the Sermon on the 
Mount we will look at the positive alternative, peacemakers.  But 
as we begin a study of the promised blessing and blessedness of 
peacemakers, consider the weight of the words of Proverbs 6.  
The Lord hates “one who sows discord among brethren.”

To emphasize that point with a New Testament example, 
consider what Paul was compelled to write to the Corinthians.

1 Cor. 3:1  “And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to 
spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you 
with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able 
to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still 
carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, 
are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 4 For when one 
says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not 
carnal?  5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 
through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then 
neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God 
who gives the increase.”

“There are envy, strife, and divisions among you.”  What a 
terrible condition for the church to be in.   “One says, “I am of 
Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos.”  Remember how he began 

the letter,
1 Cor. 1:10  “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it 
has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those 
of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. 12 
Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of 
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15 lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own 
name. 16 Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. 
Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other. 17 For 
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not 
with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of 
no effect.”

They were divided, some identifying themselves with Paul and 
some with Apollos or Cephas.  And Paul abhorred that very 
thought, claiming for himself no words of eloquent wisdom 
because the last thing in the world that he wanted was a church 
that followed him or identified with his preaching.  So he grieves 
that those divisions existed, and asked that painful question, “Was 
Christ divided?”  

Of course not, and therefore the church ought to be either, 
especially over the personality or preaching of a man, any man, 
“lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.”  Emptied of 
its power.  The point is timeless and universal, and it applies to us 
today just the same way that it did the Corinthians.  So what is 
needed in our day is the same that was needed when Jesus 
preached the Sermon on the Mount.  What is needed are 
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peacemakers.  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God.”

As we study this seventh of the beattitudes, you will notice if 
you follow my outline that my method will be a little bit different 
this afternoon.  For the most part, my references are from other 
passages in Scripture, which I’ve put together in what is 
essentially a Bible study on the subject of peacemakers, or 
perhaps a textual sermon on that single subject.  Given the 
immediate and obvious practical nature of this whole subject, I 
thought that would be an edifying method to follow.

I begin with what we need to avoid, the things that disqualify 
you as a peacemaker.  To put that more strongly, the things that 
cause division and strife within the church of our Lord Jesus.  I 
have picked three answers to fill in the blank of what is my first 
point tonight,

I. TO BE A PEACEMAKER, YOU MUST NOT BE...
Let’s fill in the blank.  These are things you must avoid, they 

are sins you must put to death, if you wish to receive the blessing 
Jesus promises his disciples.  Again, I have picked three.  First, to 
be a peacemaker, you must not be...

A. A gossip or slanderer.
2 Cor. 12:20  “For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you 

such as I wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do 
not wish; lest there be contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults.”

Quite a devastating list, and all very much related.  
Contentions, quarreling among God’s people is a disastrous 
situation.  Strife.  Jealousies.  Division.  Discord.  And surely such 
trouble comes from many roots even as they were identified in 

that verse, but perhaps chief among those causes of division are 
backbitings slander and whisperings gossip.

Backbiting could be translated slander.  Literally it means 
speaking evil.  Speaking in a way that harms other people.  
Speaking in a way that harms their good name, their reputation or 
their honor.  It is a repeated warning in Scripture, repeated for 
obvious emphasis.  Over and over again, God’s people are 
commanded not to slander, not to speak evil of others.

Whisperings could be translated “gossip.”  Let me read a few 
Proverbs in this context.

Prov. 16:28  “A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer 
separates close friends.” 

Prov. 26:20  “For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where 
there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases. 21 As charcoal to hot 
embers and wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling 
strife. 22 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; 
they go down into the inner parts of the body. 23 Like the glaze 
covering an earthen vessel are fervent lips with an evil heart. 24 
Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors deceit 
in his heart; 25 when he speaks graciously, believe him not, for 
there are seven abominations in his heart; 26 though his hatred 
be covered with deception, his wickedness will be exposed in the 
assembly.”

We can also read this warning,
Gal. 5:19  “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not 
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inherit the kingdom of God.”

Notice that list of the works of the flesh includes contentions, 
jealousies or rivalries, and dissensions.  Those sins find their 
place right next to sexual immorality, idolatry and drunkenness.  
The warning couldn’t be clearer.  “Those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Beloved if you will be a peacemaker, you must not gossip.  
You must not whisper about people behind their back, for gossip 
is defined to be hatred.  Gossip kindles strife and divides friends.  
It is an abomination.  Likewise, to be a peacemaker, you must not 
be...

B. Quarrelsome or quick-tempered.
The verses I have chosen for this are from the list of 

qualifications for Elders and Deacons, which represent a 
noticeable measure of Christian maturity.  The point is valid for all 
of us, that Christian maturity requires of us all the willingness to 
put to death these destructive and divisive sins.

1 Tim. 3:2  “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, 
able to teach; 3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for 
money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous.”

Not quarrelsome.  Likewise,
Titus 1:7  “For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of 

God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not 
violent, not greedy for money.”

Quick-tempered and quarrelsome go together hand-in-hand, 
don’t they?  It is the person who always has to be right.  Always 
has to have the last word, always has to be in control.  And easily, 
so easily made angry.  A contentious man, always looking for an 

argument, always eager for a battle of words.  Always sowing 
strife, creating divisions.  And when Paul writes to Titus, he has 
such a practical approach to this whole matter,

Titus 3:10  “Reject a divisive man after the first and second 
admonition, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, 
being self-condemned.”

I would put one more item in this list as I observe how people 
often behave in light of what Scripture teaches.  To be a 
peacemaker, you must not be...

C. Self-absorbed.
I use that expression to define all of the implications of a self-

centered, selfish worldview that is so prevalent in our day.  Self-
absorbed means that my life revolves around me–my needs, my 
problems, my priorities, my interests.  And there is a simple and 
direct admonition to such people,

Phil. 2:3  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others.”

That means, in the context of the church, that you think of the 
body, the good of the body.  You find your place in the church for 
the good of the whole.  The idea is that the church is a body, and 
all the parts of the body work together for the common good, of 
the body!

1 Cor. 12:12  “For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of 
one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body, that would not make it 
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any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, Because 
I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body, that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 
20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot 
say to the hand, I have no need of you, nor again the head to the 
feet, I have no need of you. 22 On the contrary, the parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those 
parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 
greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not 
require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor 
to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for one 
another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body 
of Christ and individually members of it.”

Martyn Lloyd-Jones puts it so characteristically well, “The 
peacemaker is one who is not always looking at everything in 
terms of the effect it has upon himself...Before one can be a 
peacemaker one really must be entirely delivered from self, from 
self-interest, from self-concern.”

Beloved, there is no room for self-absorbed selfishness in all 
of this.  So before we move on this afternoon, let me urge you to 
search your own heart to see where any of these things might find 
a home within you.  And where you find them, make a 
commitment to put them to death.  Are you guilty of gossip, talking 
about people behind their backs?  Then repent, and stop doing it.  
Even if you are just the one listening, stop listening!  Walk away.  

And in the gentleness of family love, admonish the one who is 
gossiping.  

Likewise, slander.  If you speak badly of people to others, then 
stop.  If you have a problem with someone, talk to them about it 
personally and privately.  If it is a public sin, then bring it to the 
Elders of the church.  But don’t speak evil of others, especially 
others within the body.  And where you are quarrelsome or self-
absorbed, seek by God’s grace to put those sins to death as well.

Ps. 139:23  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, 
and know my anxieties; 24 And see if there is any wicked way in 
me, And lead me in the way everlasting.”

Let’s look as well, then, at the positive qualities which 
Scripture would give us, the characteristics necessary for you to 
be an effective peacemaker.  So, first of all,

II. TO BE A PEACEMAKER, YOU MUST BE...

A. Quick to listen and slow to speak.
I might mention casually the obvious observation that many 

have made, “God gave us two ears and one mouth.”  Beloved, if 
you would be an effective servant of Jesus Christ, if you would be 
a useful and edifying member of the body of Christ, then you must 
learn the wisdom of what James writes in,

James 1:19  “So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man 
does not produce the righteousness of God.”

I don’t need to explain that verse at all, do I?  Quick to listen.  
Eager to listen.  Willing to listen.  Which, of course, means that 
you stop talking so much.  Slow to speak.  That’s what is 
necessary to be a peacemaker. Secondly, at least in my list, you 
must be,
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B. Courageously and actively engaged with others. 
And by that, I mean, with reference to,
Mat. 18:15  “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 

his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church.”

You see, a peacemaker is something different than someone 
who wants to sweep things under the rug.  After all, those people 
would say, if there is a problem, if you just ignore and and pretend 
that it doesn’t exist, it will go away.  Saying it that way exposes 
the foolishness of the idea, but many of us tend to approach 
problems that way.  We ignore them.  We hide them and cover 
them up, because of the foolish thought that if you get involved it 
will just make the situation worse.

A peacemaker is someone who acts very differently than that.  
A peacemaker is something very different than the person who 
wants to make everybody happy by appeasement.  A peacemaker 
is someone who gets involved in the problem.  That takes 
courage and energy.  “If your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother.”  That’s peacemaking.

To do that, to be a peacemaker, there is also a requirement for 
your own heart.  You must be,

C. Humble and gentle.
Eph. 4:1 (p.1243)  “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge 

you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

Eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit.  Eager to maintain the 
bond of peace.  If you would have that eagerness, it will cost you.  
You must learn to practice humility and gentleness.  Those 
qualities aren’t natural to the natural man.  They aren’t natural 
characteristics of fallen man.  But they are the fruit of the Spirit, 
the work of God’s Holy Spirit in the life of a godly man or woman.  
You must be humble and gentle.  

Pride will destroy any attempt at peacemaking.  Arrogance will 
undermine all your efforts.  So will a harshness or bitterness that 
lacks godly gentleness.  Notice from Ephesians, how Paul defines 
those traits as walking “in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called.”  This isn’t moralism, devoid of the promise 
of the gospel.  This isn’t legalism, denying the power and 
preeminence of God’s grace at work in our lives.  This is how we 
live in a way that pleases God.  This is how we live in a way that 
corresponds to the calling we have received by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  “With all humility and gentleness.”

So let me urge all of you to pursue the path of being a 
peacemaker.  This isn’t an optional gift practiced perhaps by 
some or a select few.  These beattitudes are for all of us as 
believers, they define the goal and progress of our discipleship.  
And blessed are you when you are a peacemaker.

Let me then go back to the sermon on the mount directly and 
describe that blessing which Jesus prescribes.

III. IF YOU ARE A PEACEMAKER, YOU WILL BE...

A. Claimed by God as his own.
God will claim you!  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
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shall be called sons of God.”  Those are the ones God identifies 
as his children, those who seek peace and pursue it.  The 
peacemakers are the ones who become God’s co-workers.  They 
shall be called the sons of God!  Indeed, blessed are they.

With one final blessing, the blessing of wisdom.  If you are a 
peacemaker, you will be...

B. Full of wisdom.
One final reference.
James 3:17  “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 

God’s wisdom is peaceable.  And you who make peace shall 
reap a harvest of righteousness in your own life.  Peacemaking is 
not given to those who have some special training in counseling 
or psychology.  It is not for those have some special gift.  
Peacemaking is the calling of all who would seek to be righteous 
and godly.  It is the calling of all who would be full of godly 
wisdom.  It is to be the calling of all who follow Jesus as his 
disciples.

With a great blessing attached,
v.9  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 

sons of God.” 
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