
The Creation of Man 
Genesis 1:26-31 

Gen. 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters.” 

First, we read that God created light and brought an end to 
that darkness.   

Gen. 1:3  “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light.” 

Then, God brought an end to the formlessness of his creation.  
He brought order and shape to the world.  

Gen. 1:9  Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens 
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; 
and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the 
gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good.”

Then, thirdly, God brought an end to the emptiness of his 
creation.  He created living things, life.  First, vegetation, 

Gen. 1:11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the 
herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according 
to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. 12 
And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed 
according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is 
in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 So 
the evening and the morning were the third day. 

Then animals, 
Gen. 1:20  Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an 

abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” 21 So God 
created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, 
with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, and 
every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23 So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  24 Then 
God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to 
its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each 
according to its kind”; and it was so.” 

Thus, the earth was filled.  Creation was nearing completion.  
There was light.  There was form, there was life.  But one thing 
was still missing.  One final act of God’s creative power was still 
to be shown.  It was the act of creating man. 

There was something very different about the creation of man.  
Something that set man apart from all the rest of God’s creation.  
Something that established a different relationship between God 
and man than that relationship between God an every other 
creature. 

I. GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE. 
v.26-27 

Notice the profound statement of God’s plan.  “Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our likeness” 

The plural words “us” and “our” don’t refer to God along with 
the angels, as some commentators suggest.  Instead, they refer 
to the three persons of the Trinity which are all part of the one 
great God of creation.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit.  There is a sense in which God is speaking to himself, 
that is, among the three persons of the trinity.  A divine counsel, a 
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divine purpose precedes the creation of man.  That decree of that 
trinitarian counsel was the decree to create one final creature.  A 
special creature that would bear the image of God. 

Now, in verse 26, two Hebrew words are actually used, words 
translated into English as “image” and “likeness.”  People have 
tried to distinguish between them, but I think we are far safer to 
accept Hebrew parallelism, and see both words as referring to the 
same thing.  In some way, therefore, man would bear God’s 
image.  Somehow, he would reflect the nature of God.  Somehow, 
he would bear a likeness of God, he would be a representative of 
God. 

Now, none of that can have any reference to man’s physical 
body, for God is spirit, he is not body. So the image of God is not 
our appearance or chemical composition.  And the image of God 
does not mean, in any way whatsoever, that we become gods.  
Yet, 

A.  The image of God sets man apart from all the rest of 
God’s creation. 

This is what separates man from animal.  This is what 
distinguish human beings from the beasts of the field.  This is 
what we might properly call the “dignity” of man. 

Let me emphasize, as I mentioned last week, that the breath 
of life is not what separates man from animal, for man and animal 
both have that breath of life.  We read about the destruction of the 
flood in, 

Gen. 7:17  “Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The 
waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the 
earth. 18 The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the 
earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters. 19 
And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the 

high hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters 
prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 
21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and 
beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and 
every man. 22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of 
life, all that was on the dry land, died. 23 So He destroyed all 
living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and 
cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed 
from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark 
remained alive.” 

“All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that 
was on the dry land, died.”  Men and animals, no distinction there.  
Likewise, it is not the presence of a soul that separates man from 
the animals.  Both are described as living souls, the Hebrew word 
nepesh. 

Gen. 1:24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living 
creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast 
of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so.”

The words “living creature” are the words for “living soul.”  We 
find the same language in, 

Gen.9:9  “And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with 
you and with your descendants after you, 10 and with every living 
creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of 
the earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the 
earth. 11 Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  12 And God said: 
“This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and 
you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations: 13 I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for 
the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall be, 
when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be 
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seen in the cloud; 15 and I will remember My covenant which is 
between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 
The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 

So the animals, like man, are living creatures, living souls.  
Contrary to most popular thinking, the presence of a soul is NOT 
what distinguishes man from an animal in Scripture.  But there a 
distinction, a very important distinction, there is something that 
does set man apart from all the rest of God’s creation.  Man is 
created in God’s image, and that is not said about any other 
creature. 

This distinction will forever discredit and silence the 
foolishness of the theory of evolution.  As human beings, our 
great early ancestors are not apes.  You did not descend nor 
evolve from the beasts of the field.  You and I, through our first 
parents Adam and Eve, you and I were created by God in his own 
image. 

And therefore, with regard to the animals and all the rest of 
God’s creation, Scripture teaches that man bears a unique form 
of dignity or value.  We are, in Jesus’ own words, “more valuable,” 
“worth more” than other animals. 

Mat.6:26  “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they?” 

And, 
Luke 12:24   “Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor 

reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds 
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds?” 

And how is that value defined?  How is that distinction defined 
between the birds and mankind?  We are set apart from the rest 
of God’s creation by the image of God.  Then I need to ask, what 
exactly is that image?  It’s not physical, for God is not physical, 
God does not have a body.  The distinction is not appearance.  
It’s not chemical composition.  So what is it?  What is the image 
of God? 

I have chosen one word to describe that image, and I’ll try to 
explain carefully what I mean.  The word is “moral.”  Mankind, 
human beings, we alone are moral creatures.  And what I mean 
by “moral” is the concept of responsibility.  A moral creature is 
responsible for his actions.  Man, created in God’s image, is a 
self-conscious, rational, free, moral and religious agent.  Man 
lives and moves in the realm of ‘ought’, of duty, of obligation.  
Man is under obligation to obey the will of God in every moment 
of his life. 

And as moral creatures responsible for our actions, we will be 
held accountable.  Sin will be punished.  And obedience will be 
rewarded.  Put simply, 

B.  The image of God gives man a moral relationship with 
God. 

You could substitute “religious relationship” for “moral 
relationship.”   

Let me explain that distinction we have from animals.  My dog 
does not have a moral or religious relationship with God.  My dog 
doesn’t sin.  If he were able to have puppies and impregnated a 
female dog roaming through our neighborhood, he would not be 
guilty of adultery.  If he happened to bite someone, like he 
pretends that he wants to do whenever the UPS driver delivers a 
package, still he would not be guilty of breaking the sixth 
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commandment.  He’s not responsible before God in terms of a 
moral relationship.  I might be held responsible for his actions, 
especially if he caused harm, but he isn’t!  When he looks 
anxiously at our empty bowls of ice cream, waiting to lick them 
dry, he is not guilty of coveting.  None of those things are sins, 
none of them require redemption, and none of them have any 
reference to the death of Jesus Christ upon the cross. 

Animals don’t sin, because they are not moral.  They do not 
have a moral relationship with God.  They are not responsible nor 
accountable in that context.  Because they are not created in his 
image. 

But one of us, when we rebels against the authority God, 
when we violate one of God’s laws, we are held accountable for 
that sin.  And we can escape the eternal punishment for her sins 
only by the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross. 

Moral creatures are responsible creatures, creatures who are 
obligated and held responsible to avoid evil and do good. This 
moral definition of the image or likeness of God can be shown in 
other places, such as, 

Eph.4:20  “But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed 
you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is 
in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the 
old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on 
the new man which was created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness.” 

The likeness of God is defined by those words to be “true 
righteousness and holiness.” 

Similarly,    

Col.3:8  “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your 
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old 
man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who 
created him.” 

One of the horrible consequences of the doctrine of evolution, 
especially for any who profess to be Christians, is the elimination 
of this distinction between man and beast.  In our society, which 
so thoroughly accepts the doctrine of evolution, man is 
considered just another beast.  With tragic consequences.  We 
legalize drugs because drug addicts are just victims who can’t 
help themselves.  They are just animals, who can’t help 
themselves.  We provide free needles so at least those who use 
drugs won’t catch communicable diseases.  We pass out 
condoms in our public schools, so young people at least won’t get 
pregnant.  After all, the message of abstinence won’t work, we’re 
told, since young people are going to do it anyway.  But that 
attitude takes away personal responsibility for our actions, and 
reduces human beings to the level of a brute beast.  We free 
criminals and release them from any responsibility for their crimes 
because they were mentally unstable.  We label sin as sickness 
and call it a disease needing therapeutic treatment, not spiritual 
forgiveness and cleansing!  All that, because as a society, we 
have believed the lie of evolution that man is descended from 
monkeys and not created in the image of God. 

The truth is that if we are not held responsible for our actions, 
rewarded for what is good and punished for what is wrong, then 
we are no longer functioning as human beings created in the 
image of God.  And if we are not held responsible for our actions 
before God, then there would be no need for the cross of Jesus 
Christ.  Those who have a disease don’t need a savior to wash 
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away their sin, they just need a doctor some medication. 

But men, created in the image of God, are held responsible for 
their sins.  And all who have sinned need a savior to wash away 
their sin.  The image of God gives man a moral relationship with 
God.   

Now, of course, at creation, there were no barriers in that 
moral relationship.   

Gen. 1:31  “Then God saw everything that He had made, and 
indeed it was very good.” 

When we study Genesis 3 in a few weeks, we’ll see what 
happened at the fall, when this moral relationship with God was 
broken by sin.  But in Genesis 1, sin has not yet entered the 
picture.  God is establishing his relationship with mankind, in their 
perfect state of being created in his image.  And in that perfect 
relationship, 

II. GOD GAVE MAN MORAL RESPONSIBILITIES. 
What were those responsibilities? 
v.28 

“God blessed them.”  To bless is to bestow not only a gift but a 
function.  God is giving man a distinct role among his creation.  It 
is, first of all the blessing of being fruitful and increasing in 
number, to the point of filling the earth and subduing it.  To be 
perfectly plain about what God is talking about, look at the 
previous verse, 

v.27  “Male and female he created them.” 

As male and female, God calls upon mankind to be fruitful and 
increase in number and to fill the earth.  This is, 

A.  The moral responsibility of marriage and procreation. 
We’ll study this in much detail in Genesis 2, but God is 

creating man to be married, to exist as male and female.  And 
man, as male and female, has an obvious ability to procreate.  An 
obvious ability to have children. 

Again, as it is made clear in Genesis 2:23-25, the very 
creation of man was connected with the establishment of the 
institution of marriage.  Man was created as male and female in 
order that, “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”  And in that context 
of marriage, we read that “they were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and were not ashamed.” 

There is to be marriage.  And within marriage, there is to be 
procreation.  Let me say a couple of things rather quickly, by way 
of application.  First, it ought to be self-evident that God created 
man as male and female, to be joined together in marriage as 
male and female, and to engage in sexual intercourse as male 
and female, and to produce children by the biological and genetic 
combination of that union.  Sadly, the world in which we live today 
blatantly suppresses the truth of that natural order as God created 
mankind.  And so we read of the sinfulness of men in, 

Rom. 1:26  “For this reason God gave them up to vile 
passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for 
what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, 
men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in 
themselves the penalty of their error which was due.” 

We are created male and female.  Secondly, within marriage, it 
is God’s purpose for us to multiply and fill the earth.  In other 
words, children are God’s blessing and God’s ordinary design for 
marriage. Yet too often in our world today we all too eager to limit 
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the size of our families and focus unduly upon that limitation 
rather than the blessing of God.  To quote Henry Morris, in a 
terrific commentary on Genesis, “many people today are unduly 
alarmed over the so-called population explosion, urging 
government controls of various sorts to slow down population 
growth.  We can be sure that God’s command was made in full 
knowledge of the earth’s ability to support a large population, and 
[that command] has never been rescinded.” 

God gave mankind, created in his image, the moral 
responsibility of marriage and procreation.  And the problem today 
in our world is not that man has procreated too much, but that we 
have failed miserably in our second task, 

B.  The moral responsibility of stewardship and vice-
regency. 

Let me read again, 
v.28 

This verse is sometimes called the cultural mandate, for it 
speaks to our role in it’s broadest sense.  This is our highest 
calling as human beings.  Not only to fill the earth, but to subdue 
it.  To rule over the fish and the birds and over every living 
creature. 

Now, let me explain what those words do not mean.  They do 
not mean that God created all living creatures and then created 
man and said, in effect, “you can use all living things to your 
advantage however you want.”  God did not say to man, “You may 
exploit all living creatures and every aspect of creation for your 
own personal enjoyment and benefit.” 

Subduing the earth and ruling over the living creatures does 
not mean that all creation belongs to us for our selfish indulgence.  

It does not mean that we can destroy what God has created 
simply to advance our own pleasure.  Rather, those words mean 
that God has appointed mankind to be stewards.  A steward takes 
care of someone else’s property. 

This creation is not ours.  It belongs to God.  Every bit of it.  As 
we read in, 

Ps. 50:10  “For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle 
on a thousand hills.  11 I know all the birds of the mountains, And 
the wild beasts of the field are Mine.  12 “If I were hungry, I would 
not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.” 

Everything is God’s, and everything was created to bring him 
glory.  And it is our job, as stewards, as caretakers, to see that all 
of creation does indeed exist and prosper for the glory of God.  
Man’s responsibility is to allow all the creation to fulfill its function 
of bringing glory to God.  And so we read these words in, 

Ps. 8:3  “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your 
fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 4 
What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that 
You visit him?  5 For You have made him a little lower than the 
angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor.  6 You 
have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; 
You have put all things under his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen— 
Even the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the air, And the fish of 
the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.  9 O LORD, our 
Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!” 

As man created in the image of God, our position is one of 
honor, dignity and responsibility, the moral responsibility of ruling 
this world in God’s place, as a vice-regent.  We are to be God’s 
representatives in this world, seeing that world is cared for to the 
glory of God. 
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Therefore, there is no excuse for wasting or destroying either 
the natural resources or the natural wildlife which God has 
created.  There is no warrant for hunting to extinction animals 
which God has created, or needlessly destroying the atmosphere 
or the water which he has created.   

Unfortunately, just about the only people who are concerned 
about those issues today are unbelievers, secular 
environmentalists whose great concern is to worship the created 
universe instead of the creator.  And so environmental appeals 
today often fall in the context of honoring and worshiping “mother 
earth,” and those words are often capitalized. 

But the earth isn’t our mother, and the earth isn’t a god.  The 
earth is part of creation, and God’s people ought to concern 
themselves with ruling and governing that creation as God’s 
representatives.  So that all creation will live and prosper to the 
glory of God’s name.  The implication of that is that as Christians, 
we should not withdraw from this world.  We should not to 
withdraw from scientific study, or academic research.  We 
shouldn’t withdraw from the arts or humanities, we shouldn’t leave 
government or the military or the colleges and universities to the 
unbelievers!  We need more Christian businessmen and Christian 
scientist, Christian news reporters and Christian authors.  We 
should “fill the earth and subdue it.”  That is our moral 
responsibility. 

Quite a tall order, is it not?  Well, there are a couple more 
verses about the creation of man, 

v.29-30 

We see that, 
III. GOD PROVIDED MAN WITH AN ABUNDANT AND 
PEACEFUL SUSTENANCE. 

In the Garden of Eden, before the fall, life was wonderful.  It 
was easy.  It was abundant.  And it was peaceful. 

A.  Man was given all the plants of the earth to eat. 
v.29 

Remember, before the fall, before the curse, there were no 
thorns, no weeds.  There was no toilsome labor.  In a few weeks, 
we’ll study how all of that changed, reading in, 

Gen. 3:17  Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded 
the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’:  “Cursed is the 
ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your 
life.  18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And 
you shall eat the herb of the field.  19 In the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you 
were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 

But at creation, in the perfect paradise of Eden, there was no 
such trouble.  Just an abundance, for remember, God had said, 

Gen. 1:11  “Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit 
according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it 
was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose 
seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good.” 

I’ll make note at this point that man was not given permission 
to eat meat until after the flood, that permission being described 
in Genesis 9 after the flood, but at creation, man was a 
vegetarian.  And before the fall, there was no death whatsoever, 
not even among the animals.  For we read that, 
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B.  The other animals would also eat the plants of the 
earth. 

v.30 

All the animals were vegetarian!  The animals lived in peace 
and harmony with each other, and with man.  Let me repeat.  
There was no death.  Thus these days of creation couldn’t 
possibly have been long ages of millions of years during which 
the fossil record was laid down.  For fossils are dead things!  
There were no fossils until after the fall.  There were no fossils 
during the six days of creation, for there was no death until after 
the fall.  Death came, just as God threatened, as the judicial 
penalty of the sin of man. 

I should note that our eternal paradise shall return to this 
peaceful and abundant sustenance, the new heavens and new 
earth which shall be fully and permanently restored at the second 
coming of Jesus Christ.  In the new heavens and the new earth, 
in the eternal kingdom, we read that,  

Isa. 11:6  “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard 
shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them.  7 The 
cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down 
together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8 The nursing 
child shall play by the cobra’s hole, And the weaned child shall 
put his hand in the viper’s den.  9 They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.”  

Yet even after the fall, even after the curse of death was 
pronounced by God upon all of his creation because of our sin as 
man, our moral responsibilities as those who are created in God’s 
image have not been cancelled.  As we live in this world, in 
anticipation of our eternal home, we still bear this responsibility 

according to Genesis 1:28 to, 
Gen. 1:28  “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

That is our moral responsibility, a responsibility which is to be 
carried out in the context of worship.  In other words, the ultimate 
expression of our duty to God, as creatures created in his image, 
is to worship him.  And so, let me end with Psalm 8, a Psalm 
which speaks clearly of our role as stewards over all of God’s 
creation.  But even more importantly, it is a psalm of worship, 

Ps. 8:1  “O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all 
the earth, Who have set Your glory above the heavens!  2 Out of 
the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained 
strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the 
enemy and the avenger.  3 When I consider Your heavens, the 
work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have 
ordained, 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son 
of man that You visit him?  5 For You have made him a little lower 
than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor.  
6 You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your 
hands; You have put all things under his feet, 7 All sheep and 
oxen— Even the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the air, And the 
fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas.  9 O 
LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!” 

As men created in God’s image, those who are made rulers 
over the works of his hands, may those words always be upon 
our lips.  “O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the 
earth!” 
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