
Living Inhabitants
Genesis 1:11-25

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.”

With that initial description of God creating the world out of 
nothing, we can note several deficiencies which yet remained.  By 
deficiency, I don’t mean that there was anything wrong with what 
God created, just that, until the end of the sixth day, God’s work 
was incomplete.  God created the heavens and the earth.  He 
created all things out of nothing.  But initially, that creation was 
covered with darkness.  That deficiency was ended when God 
spoke those words of power, “Let there be light..”  

Secondly, God’s creation was formless.  Just a mass of 
elements and raw materials, suspended in waters.  God ended 
that deficiency by giving a form to his creation.  He separated the 
atmosphere above from the waters below.  Then, with those 
waters below, he separated the dry ground from the seas.  Now 
God’s creation had order and form, an order and form which are 
still studied today by scientists in the field of geology.  It was a 
perfect order, for God saw that it was very good.

But one deficiency remained.  One area of incompleteness.  
Up through the middle of the third day, through Genesis 1:10, 
God’s creation was still empty.  That is, there was form, but no 
living inhabitants.  When we left off last week with verse 10, God’s 
creation still lacked life—living creatures.  And so, in our text this 
morning, we read of God ending that deficiency, filling his creation 
with an abundance of living things.  Vegetation, sea creatures, 
land creatures.  Next week we’ll study the crowning act of God’s 

creation--he created man in his own image.  But today we will 
focus on the creation of those living inhabitants.  First, the plants.

I. ON THE THIRD DAY, GOD BROUGHT FORTH LIVING 
PLANTS TO FILL THE EARTH.

v.11-13

Previously, rocks and minerals had been formed, along with a 
blanket of fertile soil, with abundant chemical nutrients and soil 
moisture.  But no living plants, that is, plants able to reproduce.  
The life of plants is different from the life of animals, as we’ll see 
shortly, but it is still life.

There is such a thing as a living plant and a dead plant, and 
having on numerous occasions over many years tried to re-seed 
the various yards where I have lived, I know the difference very 
well.  I know the difference between living grass and dead grass.  
Too often, despite many attempts to the contrary, my yard still 
seems destined to have lots of dead grass.  And we have also 
had plenty of dead trees, as well, and we just had a large tree cut 
down in our woods because it was leaning almost 45 degrees to 
the side.  I had several old tree stumps ground up as well.  There 
is a difference between a living plant and a dead plant.

The point is that plants have life in themselves, so we read in 
verse 11 that,

A. The dry ground produced all types of living plants.
v.11

Three types of plants are mentioned, not directly 
corresponding to the scientific labels of modern taxonomy, but not 
far from them either.  God gives us common-sense divisions 
among the plants, what the NKJV translates grass, the herb that 
yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit.  
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The word translated grass, sometimes translated vegetation, 
simply indicates dampness.  Included would likely be things like 
moss and other plants designed to carpet the earth.  Ground 
cover.

The second word obviously refers to plants bearing seed.  Our 
closest word might simply be vegetables.  It could refer to 
everything between grass and trees, including the various grains.  
And the last term, fruit trees bearing fruit, would also include trees 
bearing nuts and probably even bushes yielding berries.

Notice that God didn’t create these plants from nothing.  Verse 
11 says, “let the earth bring forth grass.”  The earth didn’t bring 
forth seeds, either.  But full grown plants and trees.  That seems 
obvious by,  

v.12

It seems clear that, by God’s creating word, the earth brought 
forth plants that were full-grown and mature, already aged.  That 
answers many of the scientific observations about the age of the 
earth, and refutes those who use very inaccurate methods of 
dating to presume and assume a very, very long existence of the 
earth.  We read here that at creation, on the third day, there was 
already in the plant life an appearance of age.  

This plant life is not defined by any sort of personal 
consciousness, but rather by the ability to reproduce.  And we see 
clearly that,

B.  God enabled the living plants to reproduce after their 
own kind.

There were seeds, and there were kinds.  Implanted in each 
organism was a seed, a genetically programmed ability to 
reproduce exactly.  Scientifically stated, each organism has its 

own unique DNA molecule and genetic code.  There is great 
variety within each kind, but each kind is its own.  Therefore, and 
let me state what I hope for you is obvious, there is no evolution 
from one form of plant to another.  God created the plant life 
“according to its kind.”

“Kind” could refer to modern day distinctions of species, or 
perhaps the distinction of a genus or family.  But the plain biblical 
truth is that each kind, or family, was created by God distinct from 
every other.  The permanent distinction of created kinds is further 
supported by,

1Cor. 15:37  “And what you sow, you do not sow that body 
that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain. 
38 But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its 
own body.  39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind 
of flesh of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and 
another of birds.”

I should also mention that plants were brought forth before the 
animals, a direct contradiction of most theories of evolution.  
Furthermore, many plants require pollination by insects for 
reproduction, insects not made until the sixth day, thus 
contradicting the notion that these days could have been long 
ages of millions of years, for the plants created on day three 
would not have survived without the animals created on day six.

God is filling his creation.  It is no longer void, empty.  And 
thus, we read in,

v.12-13

Then,
II. ON THE FOURTH DAY, GOD BROUGHT FORTH THE 

SUN, MOON, AND STARS TO SERVE THE EARTH. 
v.14-19
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God had already created light, on the first day.  Now he 
creates bodies that will perpetually generate light.  There was 
light on the first three days, light that determined the evening and 
the morning of those days.  God can certainly create waves of 
light energy before creating the sun to continue generating that 
light.  That’s exactly what is described here.

And so, actually, on this fourth day, God finishes giving form to 
his creation.  Form to the outer atmosphere, to space.  To the 
universe.  And something astounding becomes obvious by the 
description of the sun, moon, and stars.  They all have reference 
to the earth. They all are created for the purpose of serving the 
earth.  Specifically, to permanently separate day and night, to be 
signs and indicators, and to be the source of light.

From this point on, from the fourth day, day and night follow 
one another in an ordered sequence, according to God’s design, 
at the direction of the sun, moon and stars.  There is now a 
defined order to time on earth.

A.  The sun, moon and stars permanently separate day 
and night.

God created the whole universe, and created all the bodies of 
outer space in order to define the most basic element of our life in 
time and space--a day.  And, according to verse 14, those 
heavenly bodies are signs.

B.  The sun, moon and stars are signs and and indicators.
v.14

In the broadest possible sense, they are signs which declare 
the glory of their Creator.  And so we read,

Ps. 19:1  “The heavens declare the glory of God; And the 
firmament shows His handiwork.  2 Day unto day utters speech, 

And night unto night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech 
nor language Where their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has 
gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the 
world.  In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun, 5 Which is 
like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoices like a 
strong man to run its race.  6 Its rising is from one end of heaven, 
And its circuit to the other end;  And there is nothing hidden from 
its heat.”

“The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament 
shows His handiwork.”  What great and glorious signs they are.

I’m not an astronomer, and have never been very good 
identifying the stars and planets.  But I will tell you the obvious.  
What I have seen in the stars, every bit of it, everything I’ve 
observed cries out to proclaim the existence of a creator God.  It 
just couldn’t happen by chance.  That’s impossible.  Statistically 
and scientifically beyond the realm of probability.

Yet people deny those signs all the time.  As we read about it 
in Romans,

Rom.1:18  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things.”
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God’s creation demonstrate his eternal power and divine 
nature, his godhead.  The sun, moon and stars are signs of those 
very things.  They are also used in Scripture as signs for future 
events or even of God’s judgment.

The sun, moon and stars were also used to denote the 
seasons, days and years.  Clearly, as scientists now understand 
and observe, the sun, moon and stars do mark out days and 
years, along with the seasons of those years.  The sun marks the 
beginning of the day and the end.  Seasons of the year are 
likewise dependent upon the position of the sun and moon.  The 
shortest day of the year is in the middle of winter.  The light of day 
gets shorter and shorter throughout the beginning of the winter 
and then grows longer and longer as summer approaches.  That 
cycle is repeated every single year.

The day is the shortest unit of our life marked out by the 
heavenly bodies.  And the year is the longest.  And what makes 
that cycle of days and years so predictable, and so reliable?  God 
placed all the stars into orbit and place the sun and moon in their 
position.  God is a God of order and purpose, and so we can be 
sure that the plan for all the seasons will come about every year.  
Indeed, every day.  Any legitimate weather report will tell you the 
exact minute when the sun will rise tomorrow, and the exact 
minute it will set.  God have given us those sure and certain 
signs.

And he gave us an additional promise after the days of the 
flood during Noah’s life,

Gen. 8:22 “While the earth remains,Seedtime and harvest, 
Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not 
cease.”

God has sovereignly put into order the world in which we live.  

And given us some signs so that we can figure some of it out.  
But there is a great danger in signs.  The danger of attempting to 
use those signs in a way that God never intended, to use those 
signs as a means of direct revelation.  God never intended the 
stars to be sources of revelation.  Scripture is the full and final 
source of revelation.  But sinful men, discontent with the content 
of Scripture, look for guidance from the stars.  And they are 
rebuked, for star-gazing for guidance is but one form of idolatry, 
idolatry carried on shamelessly by the enemies of God.

Jer. 10:1  “Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O 
house of Israel.  2 Thus says the LORD:  “Do not learn the way of 
the Gentiles; Do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven, For the 
Gentiles are dismayed at them.  3 For the customs of the peoples 
are futile; For one cuts a tree from the forest, The work of the 
hands of the workman, with the ax.  4 They decorate it with silver 
and gold; They fasten it with nails and hammers So that it will not 
topple.  5 They are upright, like a palm tree, And they cannot 
speak;  They must be carried, Because they cannot go by 
themselves.  Do not be afraid of them, For they cannot do evil, 
Nor can they do any good.”  6 Inasmuch as there is none like You, 
O LORD (You are great, and Your name is great in might).”

So we are told not to be like the heathen, those who use the 
stars as a means of divine guidance.  I’m talking about 
horoscopes and the signs of the Zodiak.  Don’t do it.  Just let the 
stars signify what God intended them to signify, marking out our 
days and years.

v.14

The sun, moon and stars have one more significant purpose, 
a purpose ordained by God and ultimately under his control.

C.  The sun, moon and stars are established as sources of 
light. 
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Here is where their purpose of serving the earth becomes 
most prominent.  They exist to give light to the earth, the dry land 
formed to house living inhabitants.

v.15

The stars are of lesser importance, it appears, but not 
because of size.  Many are much larger than the earth or moon, 
or even the sun.  But they are a much simply structure, and unlike 
the earth, not able to support life.  So they are servants.  Servants 
providing light.  We read of two lights, one for the day and one for 
the night.

v.16

Now, I know that the sun and the moon are very different, of 
very different substance.  I know that the moon doesn’t actually 
generate light.  It only reflects it.  I know that.  That doesn’t mean 
that the Bible is scientifically inaccurate.  Rather, the Bible 
describes the situation from our perspective.  

Speaking of the moon as a lessor light is no more scientifically 
inaccurate than a weather forecaster telling you that the sun will 
rise at 7:04 tomorrow morning and set at 6:08.  We all know the 
sun doesn’t actually rise or set, don’t we?  The sun doesn’t move, 
the earth does.  But from our perspective, since we move right 
along with the earth, the sunrise and the sunset are accurate 
descriptions.

So, from our perspective, when you go out at night in a full 
moon, you can see all around you.  And you can see all around 
you because of the light of the moon, the light the moon reflects 
toward earth.  Just as you can see during the day because of the 
light from the sun high up in the sky.

God did all of that.  God has established permanent sources 

of light.
v.16-18a

With this great order established, we read in,
v.18b  “And God saw that it was good. 19 So the evening and 

the morning were the fourth day.”

Now, in God’s creation, there is light, not darkness.  And there 
are living inhabitants on the earth.  Living plants.  But on the fifth 
day, God brings forth living inhabitants far greater than the plants.  
Animals.  Water animals on the fifth day and land animals on the 
sixth day.

First,
III. ON THE FIFTH DAY, GOD BROUGHT FORTH LIVING 

ANIMALS TO FILL THE SEAS AND SKIES.
v.20-23

After the fourth day, all the necessities of life were in place, but 
the earth was still void, empty of living animals.  God’s work of 
creation was not yet completed.

Isa. 45:18  “For thus says the LORD, Who created the 
heavens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and made it, Who 
has established it, Who did not create it in vain, Who formed it to 
be inhabited: “I am the LORD, and there is no other.”

And so the God of glory would fill his creation with animals, 
what he terms living creatures.  Quite literally, living souls.  And 
these living souls spring forth first from the waters and skies.  God 
speaks them into existence.  They immediately arise from their 
respective domain.  And so, at God’s command,

A.  The seas and skies were filled with all types of living 
animals.

v.20
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Immediately, the waters and the skies teem with living 
creatures.  No evolution, from lessor to greater of the animals.  
No chance chemical reactions amid a primeval blob of protoplasm 
coming together in response to electrical discharges.  No, God 
speaks, and the skies are filled with birds.  God speaks, and the 
waters are filled with fish.

v.21

The question is always asked, “Which came first, the chicken 
or the egg?”  It is often asked in fun, and is actually one of those 
questions unanswerable by modern, secular science.  Evolution 
cannot answer that question.  The scientific method cannot 
answer that question. But I can.  The chicken came first.

God commanded, and the water teemed with living creatures.  
God created living creatures, not eggs.  God commanded, and 
the skies teemed with birds flying above the earth.  God created 
animals, not eggs.  And those animals, those living creatures, are 
identified as living souls.  In verse 20, “Living creatures” are “living 
souls.” Same in, verse 21

Biblically, it is not just man that has a soul.  It is not just man 
who has the breath of life.  We will see next week that what sets 
man apart from the animals, but it is not the presence of a soul.  It 
is not the breath of life.  Only man is created in the image of God, 
and we will study what that means.  But here, in our text today, 
we read that all animals have the breath of life.  All animals, 
including man, are called “living souls.”  And all the animals, 
according to Gen.6:17, have the breath of life.

Gen. 6:17 And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the 
earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the 
breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.”

The soul, or breath of life, is what distinguishes animals from 

plants.  Animals are an entirely new type of being, they breathe 
and are given such life as to go from one place to another, living 
and breathing on their own initiative.  And, in direct and total 
contradiction to any theory of evolution, God created animals as 
kinds, most closely connected with the modern scientific 
classification of species.

v.21

God created animals according to their kind.  One kind did not, 
and can not, evolve into another kind.  If evolution is true, then 
God is a liar.  And so,

B.  God blessed the living animals with the ability to 
reproduce after their own kind.

v.22

It was God’s blessing given to living souls to reproduce, to 
increase in number, and to fill the earth.  God made the earth to 
be inhabited!  And animals, living souls, are given the right and 
responsibility to inhabit!

Notice today, before we study the proper dominion of man 
over all God’s creation, notice that the animals share in this 
blessing to be fruitful and multiply.  That is their God-given design.  
The sea-creatures to fill the waters in the seas.  And the birds to 
fill the skies.  Every vestige, every remnant of that emptiness is to 
be done away with, cancelled.  And it actually came about by 
God’s own command, his word of power.

The Creator is glorified by the multitudes of beings which His 
creative word makes.

v.23

Then, at the beginning of the sixth day, what took place in the 
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seas and skies took place on the dry ground.

IV. ON THE SIXTH DAY, GOD BROUGHT FORTH LIVING 
ANIMALS TO FILL THE EARTH.

It was precisely the same pattern.
v.24-25

First,
A.  The earth produced all types of living animals.
There is a slight difference here, because here it does say that 

the earth brought them forth.  Not merely by God’s command.  
The command is actually given to the earth,

v.24

Clearly, God is the creator, as emphasized in,
v.25

But still animals came from the dust of the earth.  And after the 
fall, after sin, the curse of death is that we shall return to that dust.  
As with the sea creatures and birds, at God’s command the earth 
was filled with living souls.  Animals.  “God said, ‘Let the land 
produce living creatures’...And it was so.”

I should say it again.  The chicken came before the egg.  And 
the dinosaur before the dinosaur egg.  All on the sixth day of 
God’s creation, according to,

v.24

Again the phrase living soul is used.  And these living souls, 
these animals, were also created according to kind, and, like the 
fish and the birds,

B.  God blessed the living animals with the ability to 
reproduce after their own kind.

It is good to realize that at creation, before the fall, before 

death entered the picture, before creation became subjected to 
frustration because of the sinfulness of man, God created 
different kinds of animals, different species, to use a familiar word 
of our day, and different types.  Here labelled as cattle, creeping 
things, and beasts or wild beasts.  And in parallel with the fish and 
the birds, he blessed them with abundance!  And not when God 
looked upon all his creation of animals, and “saw that it was 
good.”

The earth was formed to be inhabited.  Inhabited with living 
living animals given the blessing to be fruitful and multiply, to fill 
the earth to God’s glory.  And so I will end this morning as I did 
last week, with a call to worship.  A call to worship your creator.  
Today, I will give you that call with the words of Isaiah the prophet.  
Listen to those words, found in,

Isa. 45:18  “For thus says the LORD, Who created the 
heavens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and made it, Who 
has established it, Who did not create it in vain, Who formed it to 
be inhabited:  “I am the LORD, and there is no other.  19 I have 
not spoken in secret, In a dark place of the earth; I did not say to 
the seed of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in vain’; I, the LORD, speak 
righteousness, I declare things that are right.  20 “Assemble 
yourselves and come; Draw near together, You who have 
escaped from the nations.  They have no knowledge, Who carry 
the wood of their carved image, And pray to a god that cannot 
save.  21 Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take 
counsel together.  Who has declared this from ancient time?  Who 
has told it from that time?  Have not I, the LORD?  And there is no 
other God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is none 
besides Me.  22 “Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the 
earth! For I am God, and there is no other.”

The creator of heaven and earth has spoken.
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