
In the Beginning (part 2)
Genesis 1:1-10

Today’s sermon is really a continuation of last week, which is 
to say, a continuation of the theme of the beginning.  The 
beginning of the world.  The real beginning.  The subject is the 
origin of the universe, with this great emphasis that that origin 
begins with God.  That was my only main point last week, with a 
particular focus upon the plain and clear words of,

v.1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

The implication of that is that God alone is eternal.  God alone 
existed before the beginning, “before the foundation of the world,” 
as Paul would express it in Ephesians 1.  And when he created 
the world, he started with nothing.  He created something out of 
nothing.  Further, he created merely by the word of his power.  
The power of his creating work was his word.  He spoke a word, 
and by the word, he created.  We looked at the first instance of 
that in,

v.3  “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.”

All of that is a foundational point in our Christian faith, a 
fundamental element of true saving faith, expressed so well in,

Heb. 11:1  "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a 
good testimony.  3 By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.” 

That’s what we believe.  That’s what we understand.  That’s 
what we know.  We know it, not because we were there to see it, 
but because God has told us what happened.  And that really is 
what faith is, by that definition of Hebrews 1, believing to be true 
whatever God has said to us in his world.  In the precise, 

technical words of our Westminster Confession, chapter 14 
includes this sentence:  “By this faith, a Christian believeth to be 
true whatsoever is revealed in the Word, for the authority of God 
himself speaking therein.”

So by choosing to believe that what God has said is true, by 
that faith, we know that “the worlds were framed by the word of 
God.”  We know it, because God has told us so.  And God spoke 
the world into existence.  Out of nothing.  “The things which are 
seen were not made of things which are visible.” 

Now, if you are tempted to question that, if you are tempted to 
question what God has told us about the beginning of the word, if 
you think you have a better answer or explanation, then you need 
to hear the warning and the rebuke so plain in,

Job 38:1  “Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, 
and said:  2 “Who is this who darkens counsel By words without 
knowledge?  3 Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question 
you, and you shall answer Me.  4 “Where were you when I laid 
the foundations of the earth?  Tell Me, if you have understanding.  
5 Who determined its measurements?  Surely you know!  Or who 
stretched the line upon it?  6 To what were its foundations 
fastened?  Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 When the morning stars 
sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?”

Where you there?  Certainly not!  We are left to receive and 
believe what God has said. And that becomes the focus of our 
worship.  For example,

Ps. 33:6  “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.”

Ps. 104:1  “Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, 
You are very great: You are clothed with honor and majesty, 2 
Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch out 
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the heavens like a curtain.  3 He lays the beams of His upper 
chambers in the waters, Who makes the clouds His chariot, Who 
walks on the wings of the wind, 4 Who makes His angels spirits, 
His ministers a flame of fire.  5 You who laid the foundations of 
the earth, So that it should not be moved forever, 6 You covered it 
with the deep as with a garment; The waters stood above the 
mountains.”

That Psalm just continues verse after verse giving praise to 
the God who created all things out of nothing by the word of his 
power.

Ps. 104:19  “He appointed the moon for seasons; The sun 
knows its going down.  20 You make darkness, and it is night, In 
which all the beasts of the forest creep about.  21 The young lions 
roar after their prey, And seek their food from God.  22 When the 
sun rises, they gather together And lie down in their dens.  23 
Man goes out to his work And to his labor until the evening.  24 O 
LORD, how manifold are Your works!  In wisdom You have made 
them all.  The earth is full of Your possessions…30 You send forth 
Your Spirit, they are created; And You renew the face of the earth.  
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; May the LORD 
rejoice in His works. 32 He looks on the earth, and it trembles; He 
touches the hills, and they smoke. 33 I will sing to the LORD as 
long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.”

That’s what it is all about.  That’s what our faith is all about.  
That’s what Christianity is all about.  “I will sing to the LORD as 
long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.”  
That’s what the creation account in Genesis is all about, the 
praise and exaltation of our great creator God.  

And speaking of all that he has created, the sun and the 
moon, the stars in the sky and all the creatures on the earth, 
remember the words of,

Psalm 148:5  “Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He 
commanded and they were created.  6 He also established them 
forever and ever; He made a decree which shall not pass away…
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is 
exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven.”

So let’s look a bit more directly at these six days of creation.  
Today the first three days, which give to us an emphasis upon 
design.  

I. THE ORIGIN OIF THE UNIVERSE CAME ABOUT  
ACCORDING TO GOD’S SOVEREIGN DESIGN.

I mentioned last week that a number of scientists, even 
without any commitment to true faith in Jesus, still believe and 
affirm in what is typically called intelligent design.  At least they 
are honest in their initial observations of this world, an honesty 
that is absolutely required by the simple and straightforward 
observation of this world in which we live.  There is only one way 
to miss that design, only one reason why there are so many 
people who deny it, and that is to actually suppress the truth, and 
to stop believing your lying eyes!  Don’t believe what you see, 
don’t recognize the obvious design, because your starting point in 
life is that there is  no god.  Here is what the Apostle Paul says 
about that,

Rom. 1:18  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 

Page  of 2 6



became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things.”

It’s obvious!  Just look.  God’s eternal power is obvious—it is 
obvious that something had to exist eternally in order to bring 
about the perfectly designed universe in which we live.  His divine 
power is obvious in these six days of creation.  And his Godhead, 
his divine nature.  Let’s look at that obvious declaration of those 
two things in the first three days of creation. 

First, in general terms,

A. The basic elements of the universe were created and 
then energized by God himself.

That’s what we are told.  And if you are tempted not to believe 
what you are told, remember God’s rebuke to Job, “Where were 
you when I laid the foundations of the earth?  Tell Me, if you have 
understanding.”

So look at how God describes the origin.
v.2  “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 

on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters.”

Let me emphasize at the outset, I don’t recognize any great 
gap of millions and millions of years between verses 1 and 2.  
The old Scofield Bibles included such a note on this verse, and it 
just doesn’t make sense, for there is a direct sequence from verse 
1 to verse 2, both describing the very first day of creation.  

v.1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the 
face of the deep.”

Without form means that the earth had not yet been put into 
any defined shape.  It was not at all a completed system.  All the 
elements were no doubt there, but in no orderly design.  And it 
was empty.  There were no inhabitants.  No people or animals.  
No living things whatsoever.  And it was dark.  There was no light.  
The surface, or face, of the deep was entirely dark.  There was 
nothing but deep darkness.  God had created all the elements, 
but there was no light.

Until something happened.  God himself energized those 
elements, and thus created light.  And the agent of this energizing 
was the Holy Spirit.

v.2 

The Spirit of God was hovering.  The Spirit of God set in 
motion all that was about to take place.  No doubt, that energizing 
meant the beginning of what we call gravity, when the particles of 
creation would begin to come together.  Perhaps other forces of 
nature had beginning at this time.  The point is that the spirit was 
at work in order to activate what God had created.  Soon, it would 
no longer be formless and empty, and it would no longer be dark.

Let me note at this point, the presence of all three persons of 
the Trinity.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  
You can’t build the whole doctrine of the Trinity on these two 
verses, but they certainly provide the foundation to do so.  There 
is God himself, sometimes in Scripture broadly referring to the 
fullness of God, the triune God, father son and holy spirit.  But in 
many places, here included, there is a distinction made between 
God, whom could rightly call the Father, and the Spirit of God, 
whom we can identify from the rest of Scripture as the Holy Spirit.  
Then there is also the Word, the word of God.  Verse 3 begins, 
“Then God said.”  Then God spoke, he spoke his word.  And we 
know most clearly from John’s gospel that that word of God, by 
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which the world was created, is identified as Jesus. 
John 1:14  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” 

That first chapter of John’s gospel begins with words so 
similar to Genesis 1, clearly defining that Jesus himself, the 
incarnate word, is truly and fully God.

John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not comprehend it.” 

So God the Holy Spirit energized this world at creation, “the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”

In the words of the Psalmist,
Ps. 33:6  “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.”

Breath and spirit are same word in Hebrew, same word as 
wind, so breath is clearly identified in the Bible as the spirit of 
God, the Holy Spirit.  Then the first word, the first word which God 
spoke, the first creating word of God’s power,

v.3  “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.”

B. On the first day, light was separated from darkness at  
God’s command.

What amazing power!  What divine power!  There is no other 
explanation.  “Darkness was on the face of the deep.”  And then 
“there was light.”  

v.4  “And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided 

the light from the darkness.”

Thus we read,
v.5

All of that came about according to God’s sovereign design, 
beginning with the creation of light.  God ended darkness by 
creating light.  At creation, the word of God brought light to this 
dark world.  And with that statement, let me emphasize that 
Scripture consistently connects this most basic element of 
physical light with the most basic element of spiritual life.

2 Cor. 4:6  “For it is the God who commanded light to shine 
out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Those words are preceded by this comment,
2 Cor. 4:3  “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has 
blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 5 
For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.”

So directly connected with this creation account is one of the 
clearest declarations of the gospel found in the New Testament,

John 8:12  “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the 
light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but have the light of life.”

And as I just read, speaking of Jesus,
John 1:4  “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 

And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.  6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the 

Page  of 4 6



Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, 
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true 
Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.”

God’s first word of creation on the first day of creation was to 
create light, and in so doing, to reveal his son as the light of the 
world.  And that connection between the physical light and the 
spiritual light is carried over into the book of Revelation, when in 
the age to come, for all eternity, this is our glorious hope of 
heaven,

Rev. 21:22  “But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of 
the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those 
who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth 
bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at 
all by day (there shall be no night there).”

So that’s the first day of creation.  Although there is not yet a 
sun, there is light.  There is a day and there is a night, according 
to God’s sovereign design.  Then,

C. On the second day, the atmosphere above was  
separated from the waters below which would sustain  
life.

v.6-8

It’s obvious from verses 14-17 that the expanse which is 
called the “sky” refers to the outer atmosphere, the home of the 
planets and the stars--space, perhaps as we would use that word.  
The waters above the expanse formed some sort of vapor canopy 
in the atmosphere above the earth, waters that wouldn’t 
condense and precipitate and fall as rain until the flood in the 
days of Noah.  Until that time, the waters above stayed above.

Likewise, it’s obvious from verses 9-10 that the water under 
the expanse would be the raw materials from which the dry 
ground and the seas, all of earth, would appear.  They would be 
some sort of shoreless ocean, in which probably all other material 
elements were randomly dissolved or suspended.  

Those waters would start to take form, and would ultimately 
become a tent for us to dwell in.  In the words of Isaiah, speaking 
of God,

Is.40:21  “Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Has it 
not been told you from the beginning?  Have you not understood 
from the foundations of the earth?  22 It is He who sits above the 
circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who 
stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads them out 
like a tent to dwell in.”

A tent is created in which life on earth would be able to exist.  
The creation is beginning to taking form, according to God’s 
sovereign design.  And,

D. On the third day, the dry land was separated from the 
waters.

Now we’re really getting some form, in anticipation of the 
arrival of inhabitants.

v.9-10

When the word of God energized the formless elements, the 
earth was formed.  Tremendous chemical reactions would have 
been commanded by God’s word, dissolved elements precipitated 
and combined with others to form the vast complex of minerals 
and rocks making up the solid earth.  No doubt, many of the 
geological formations which scientists tell us occurred over a 
period of billions of years occurred during this third day.  
Continents rose up from the crust of the earth and channels and 
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reservoirs opened up to receive the retreating waters.  The earth 
which had been formless now has a perfect form.  From our 
perspective, that would mean it was created with the appearance 
of age.  There is no difficulty in understanding that, and nothing 
contradictory with the observations of modern day science.  The 
foundations of the earth were laid at God’s command.  Exactly as 
he designed them.  

And so we read that,
Ps. 102:25  “Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And 

the heavens are the work of Your hands.”

That Psalm continues with these marvelous words of praise 
and delight in the Lord,

Ps. 102:26  “They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they 
will all grow old like a garment; Like a cloak You will change them, 
And they will be changed.  27 But You are the same, And Your 
years will have no end.”

Thus God is defined by the prophet Zechariah as,
Zech. 12:1 “The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who 

lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit of man 
within him.”

At this point the stage is set for the emptiness of the earth to 
be ended.  Next week we’ll look at the living inhabitants of 
vegetation created on the remainder of the third day, the order 
given to the sky above on the fourth day, the living creatures 
given to the water on the fifth day, and the living creatures given 
to the land on the sixth day.  Then, in two weeks, we’ll study the 
creation of man in God’s own image.

But as we end today, I want to apply all this stuff in a call to 
you to worship, a call to worship your creator!  That’s why we 

study God’s work of creation, that you might be more equipped, 
more motivated to worship him who has created the world with 
such beauty and power.  

The Psalmist says, that,
Ps. 33:6  “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.  7 He gathers 
the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deep in 
storehouses.  8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the 
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.  9 For He spoke, 
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  10 The 
LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the 
plans of the peoples of no effect.  11 The counsel of the LORD 
stands forever, The plans of His heart to all generations.”

Therefore, it is appropriate for us to worship our Creator!  And 
so I’ll end with the words which begin that Psalm, words which I 
used to call us to worship this morning,

Ps. 33:1  “Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous! For praise 
from the upright is beautiful.  2 Praise the LORD with the harp; 
Make melody to Him with an instrument of ten strings.  3 Sing to 
Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.  4 For the word 
of the LORD is right, And all His work is done in truth. 5 He loves 
righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the goodness of the 
LORD.”
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