
In the Beginning (part 1)
Genesis 1:1-25

One of the great benefits for me in preaching like I usually do, 
with consecutive expository sermons through whole books of the 
Bible, is that I don’t have to spend time each week deciding what 
text to use for my sermon.  From week to week, I don’t have to 
decide what preach from.  I just pick up where I left off the week 
before.  That benefit was very obvious to me this week, as I had 
to spend time thinking about and deciding what book to study.  I 
always like to keep a balance in my preaching, a balance 
between Old and New Testament books, with more or less equal 
emphasis upon the gospels, the letters, books of history, the 
prophets, and the books of poetry.  But there is no exact science 
in all of that, and actually for a number of weeks now I have been 
somewhat uncertain and rather indecisive, unsure of what might 
be the best choice after the series on various one another 
commands.  

There are, of course, no bad choices among the books of the 
Bible, but which book would be the most beneficial for the 
church?  In the big picture, how can I most effectively preach on 
the whole counsel of God?  What book would I be most ready to 
study and preach?  Those are all very subjective questions, of 
course, but I finally settled on a book that is the foundation of so 
much of what we believe, the foundation of so much that follows it 
in the Bible, as it is the first book.  The book at the beginning.  
The book of beginnings, otherwise entitled so appropriately, 
Genesis.  That word itself means beginning.  And that is where 
the Bible starts, “in the beginning…”

So let’s go there together.  To the beginning.  The book of 
Genesis says some startling things, not startling to you, I hope, 
but very startling to the world in which we live.  Because we live in 

a world that has little interest in the beginning of things.  In our 
world today, we live in the present, in the existential existence of 
our own experiences.  Personal experience is what matters to 
people today.  My personal experience is what matters to me, 
your personal experience is what matters to you.  And the world in 
which we all live is a seemingly meaningless universe, certainly 
one that has no definition of a beginning, so my existential 
experience is really all that matters.  That’s the condition of the 
world in which we live.  

Just think about it.  One of the most influential books in 
modern history, in a bad way, was called “The Origin of Species.”  
Written by Charles Darwin in 1859, it is a foundational textbook 
regarding the whole subject of evolution.  But something odd has 
always struck me about evolution, and Darwin’s book in particular.  
There is no explanation of the beginning.  There is no explanation 
of the origin of species in a book which has those words as its 
very title.  All you find is a proposed explanation for the evolution 
of species, but an explanation that ignores the actual origin.

So what is the origin of species?  What is the origin of all 
animal life?  What about mankind in particular?  And what about 
plant life?  What about the earth itself?  And the whole of the 
universe?  Where did it come from?  And more importantly, what 
impact do those questions have for how we are to live and what 
we are think and believe as we live out our lives today?   

I have the answer to those questions.  I have the answer to 
the question of our origin, our creation.  I have those answers 
because God has revealed them to us.  And that’s why the book 
of Genesis is so important, because the proper understanding of 
your origin has a constant and continual effect upon how we 
should live and what we should believe.  It gives you a correct 
understanding of yourself, your nature as a human being.  And it 
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gives you a correct understanding of God.

God is not a figment of my imagination.  The God whom we 
serve and worship is not a God whom we can fashion in the 
thoughts and imaginations of our own hearts.  God is not the one 
who is made in our image, but just the opposite, we are creatures 
made in his image.  And so the starting point of the Bible, the 
starting point of God’s revelation to us as his creatures, is a plain 
and simple statement, “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1.

Let me state the obvious, obvious for you and obvious for me, 
but not at all obvious to the unbelieving world in which we live.  
This is the obvious point.

I. THE ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSE BEGINS WITH GOD.
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

We start with God.  We have to start with God, because nothing 
else makes sense.  Nothing else gives adequate explanation for 
the perfect design to say nothing of the beauty of the world in 
which we live.  Consider the words which David wrote recorded 
for us in,

Ps.1  “The heavens declare the glory of God;  And the 
firmament shows His handiwork.  2 Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech 
nor language Where their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has 
gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the 
world.  In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun, 5 Which is 
like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoices like a 
strong man to run its race.  6 Its rising is from one end of heaven, 
And its circuit to the other end;  And there is nothing hidden from 
its heat.”

What accounts for the perfect positioning of the sun, it’s 

perfect location with respect to the earth to sustain life?  What 
accounts for its regularity, its order, its stability?  “Its rising is from 
one end of heaven, And its circuit to the other end;  And there is 
nothing hidden from its heat.”  What accounts for that, in terms of 
its origin?  How did it come into being?

There is only one reasonable answer.  I would even say, only 
one logical answer.  Only one answer that can satisfy the glory of 
all the observations we call science.  That answer is the existence 
of something outside of this world that created the world.  This 
world screams out as loud as can be that there is a creator.  
There is no other reasonable answer possible.  We live in a world 
that was designed.  I’m thankful, even among any number of 
unbelieving scientists in our day who are honest enough to admit 
they have no other recourse than to admit of “intelligent design.”  
There is a long way to go from that concept of intelligent design to 
the full and right understanding of God presented to us in the 
Bible, but at least that is an honest start.  This world is designed, 
and we as human beings are designed, perfectly designed to live 
and thrive in that world.  David clearly demonstrates that 
awareness of design when he writes those familiar words of,

Ps. 139:13  “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me 
in my mother’s womb.  14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul 
knows very well.  15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I 
was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of 
the earth.”

This world is designed!  There is no other possible explanation 
that can satisfy your mind with any sort of intellectual consistency.  
You might recall at this point that Paul makes use of this idea 
when writing to the Romans, noting that every one is without 
excuse, regardless the extent of the gospel message they have 
heard.  Because everyone, every single human being has 
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opportunity to see the design of God in the origin of this world in 
which we live.  And they suppress that truth!  They deliberately, 
intentionally ignore and suppress the truth that is obvious by its 
own self disclosure.  

Rom. 1:18  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things.”

I didn’t grow up knowing or learning much about God.  I 
believed in God, but I certainly nderstood no doctrine.  I didn’t 
know much about what I believed and didn’t know much of 
anything else about the Bible.  But by God’s grace, I had some 
common sense.  In the naiveté and ignorance of my early 
children, I remember a 7th grade science teacher explaining to us 
the beginning of the world.  I liked this teacher and respected him, 
but what he said just seemed silly even to my very undeveloped 
and unsophisticated brain.  He talked about a big explosion, a big 
bang, out of which this perfectly ordered world came into 
existence.  That seemed about as close to reality for me as the 
popular notion of Santa Claus!  My first thought was that he must 
have been joking, but, of course, he wasn’t.  That is a popular 
view of the origin of this world.  And even if you ignore the fact 
that that explanation still begs the question of where the material 
came from that blew up in the big bang, the reality is that 

explosions don’t produce ordered and designed outcomes.  They 
never do.  If I want to build a house, I’m not going to pile a bunch 
of lumber, sheetrock, windows and hardware into a big pile and 
then throw a stick of dynamite on the pile so that a beautifully built 
and well-designed house might result from the explosion.  That is 
simply nonsense.  And I knew that before I ever knew anything 
about we would call the doctrine of creation.  I knew that order 
doesn’t result from chaos, disorder never produces order.  

In fact, when you begin to study science, you realize that 
actually, the exact opposite is true.  Scientifically true.  It is a law 
of science, and when I went to college and studied engineering, I 
learned what is called the second law of thermodynamics along 
with the concept of entropy.  That law of science states, by 
observation without exception, that any and every natural process 
proceeds from order to increasing disorder.  In other words, a big 
explosion will always produced increased disorder and chaos.  
And as a law of science, for order and design to increase, there 
must be an outside force or influence to bring that order.  That’s 
science.  Thus the words of Genesis 1:1 are completely and 
perfectly consistent, and validated, by science.  For an orderly 
world to exist, there must be an outside force.  In other words, a 
creator.  Thus I proclaim to you with every ounce of my being, 
with every brain cell fully engaged, and with unshakable faith—
the origin of universe begins with God.

There a few points that result from that declaration.  First, it 
must be said, therefore, that,

A. God existed before the creation of the world.
“In the beginning” is a phrase that really means “before the 

beginning.”  The New Testament equivalent would Paul’s words in 
Ephesians 1, “before the foundation of the world.”  It is a phrase 
that truly refers to origin, and that is a question for which the 
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modern processes of science are inadequate—modern science 
cannot tell us what happened before the beginning of the world, 
because modern science can only observe and interpret what 
already exists.

The observations of science can tell us that the world is 
designed.  And we rely upon that knowledge of design.  But when 
it comes to origin, we are left simply and humbly to declare that a 
designer exists.  And unless you suppress that truth in your own 
sinful rebellion and unbelief, “what may be known of God is 
manifest in [the human heart], for God has shown it to [us].  For 
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead.”  I am, of course, again quoting from 
Romans 1:26.

So I am not ashamed to preach to you that God existed before 
the creation of the world.  I do not turn off my brain in order to 
believe that.  To the contrary, I engage my brain as I look at this 
world in which we live, and the only conclusion that makes any 
sense at all is that God existed in the beginning, in what we can 
call eternity, and that eternal God who existed in the beginning 
“created the heavens and the earth.”

That’s my starting point.  If you are familiar with the word, that 
is my presupposition.  That is the place upon which I stand, the 
foundation of my faith upon which everything else is based.  

Hebrews 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God.”

There are other very helpful Bible verses to give further insight 
into this idea of God’s eternity, his eternal existence, that he lived 
“before the beginning.”  For example, Psalm 102 quoted in 
Hebrews 1,

Ps. 102:25  “Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And 
the heavens are the work of Your hands.”

And then there is the pointed rebuke which the Lord gave to 
Job, recorded in,

Job 38:1  “Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, 
and said:  2 “Who is this who darkens counsel By words without 
knowledge?  3 Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question 
you, and you shall answer Me.  4 “Where were you when I laid 
the foundations of the earth?  Tell Me, if you have understanding.  
5 Who determined its measurements?  Surely you know!  Or who 
stretched the line upon it?  6 To what were its foundations 
fastened?  Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 When the morning stars 
sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?”

None of us was there.  None of us where eyewitnesses to 
God’s work of creation.  We just see the result, and unless you 
suppress the truth of what you see because of your own 
sinfulness and rebellion against God, the only possible conclusion 
is that God existed before the creation of the world.

Notice what Genesis 1 says about eternity, before the creation 
of the world.

v.2

There was nothing.  “The earth was without form, and void.”  It 
was empty.  There was nothing in existence, which, of course, is 
the very definition of creation.  Creation means that you start with 
nothing and make something.

B. God created the universe out of nothing.
God brings the world into existence.  That is the origin of 

species.  That is the origin of the earth, and of the whole universe.  
God brought everything into existence, starting with nothing!  And 
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that is the foundation of our faith, the starting point upon which 
everything else is established.  Let me go back to,

Heb. 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.”

When we create things today, we are actually just 
redistributing previously existing resources.  We take ingredients 
or raw materials that already exist, and we put them together and 
shape them as we want.  But we always start with something.  
Not so with God.  When the Bible says “God created”, the Hebrew 
word carries the idea that God created out of nothing.  The Latin 
phrase, if you are interested, is ex nihilo.  Out of nothing, “so that 
the things which are seen were not made of things which are 
visible.”

The next question is how.  How does he do it?  The 
straightforward answer is simple, “by the word of his power.”  
Look at our text.

v.3

C. God created the universe by the word of his power.
Who of you has that power?  What creature could possibly 

bring something into existence simply by the power of his own 
word?  None, no creature has that power.  Only the creator, only 
God.  God spoke, God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light.”

Ps. 33:6  “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.”

This is, of course, the reason why we ascribe praise to God 
and give him our worship, for he alone has the power to create.

Ps. 148:5  “Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He 
commanded and they were created.  6 He also established them 

forever and ever; He made a decree which shall not pass away.”

Look at how this declaration of God’s power is repeated in our 
text.  I already read verse 3.

v.6  Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.”

We then read at the end of verse 7, “and it was so.”  “God 
said…and it was so.”  That is the word of his power.

v.9
v.11
v.14
v.15b  “and it was so.”
v.20
v.24b  “and it was so.”

Do you get the point?  This is the power of God, the power to 
command things into existence, things that previously did not 
exist.  And that is the foundation of our faith, to honor and worship 
that God.

Heb. 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.”

We know from John’s gospel that this God who created the 
world is not simply God the father, but also God the son.

John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made.”

The amazing emphasis of John’s gospel is the declaration of,
John 1:14  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Page  of 5 7



Father, full of grace and truth.”

God created the heavens and the earth, the whole universe, 
by the word of his power.  That’s how.  Then notice how long it 
took.

D. God created the universe in the space of six days.
I note the warning of,
Eccles. 12:12  “Of making many books there is no end, and 

much study is wearisome to the flesh.”

Surely on this subject there is no end of books, many of which 
are very wearisome to the flesh.  I’ll spend more time next week 
with a focus on the actual work of creation each day, but suffice it 
to say at the outset, that the normal, ordinary reading of these 
words makes complete sense.  God not only ordered the physical 
work in his creation, but he ordered our existence in time.  The 
most basic unit of time, I believe, is the span of one week.  We 
count years, and identify our age by years.  But more basic to our 
life cycle is the cycle of the week.  Seven days.  And while I know 
that sometimes the Hebrew word for day can mean an extended 
period of time, an age or a season, but the basic definition of a 
day is structured by God’s own creation of the sun.  And the most 
basic collection of days is not a year or a month, but a week.  
That’s God’s pattern in creation.

And each day is numbered, and described further by its two 
component parts.

v.5  “God called the light Day, and the darkness He called 
Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day.”

I believe that reference is to a normal, ordinary day.  And for 
emphasis, that formula of numbered days with the component 
parts of the evening and the morning is repeated for each day.

v.8  “And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening 
and the morning were the second day.”

v.13  “So the evening and the morning were the third day.”
v.19  “So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.”
v.23  “So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.”
v.31  “Then God saw everything that He had made, and 

indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were 
the sixth day.”

That brings me to my final point for this morning, that,

E. God created the universe with the perfection of 
goodness.

v.31  “Then God saw everything that He had made, and 
indeed it was very good.”

Everything God made was good!  Was see that repeated for 
emphasis as well.

v.4  “And God saw the light, that it was good…”
 
v.10  “And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering 

together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good.”

v.12  “And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose 
seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good.”

Verse 18, 21 and 25 repeat that same formula.  “God saw that 
it was good.”  In that goodness, there was no death.  No curse, no 
natural disasters, no thorns in the ground, no toil associated with 
our labor.  And the sin of Adam and Eve is what destroyed that 
natural goodness, which we will be studying in detail in the 
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coming weeks.  We will look at this same text next week, looking 
at the specific work of God’s power shown forth on each of the 
days, but for now, let’s end with this realization of the goodness of 
God revealed in his perfect creation.

So for today, for this first point of my first sermon on the book 
of Genesis, let me end with a specific and personal application.  
Our duty is to honor and glorify God our creator, to worship and 
adore him.  So don’t suppress the truth of God’s work of creation, 
rather honor him with the whole of your life, for he is your creator.

Psalm 148:1  “Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD from the 
heavens;  Praise Him in the heights!  2 Praise Him, all His angels;  
Praise Him, all His hosts!  3 Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise 
Him, all you stars of light!  4 Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, 
And you waters above the heavens!  5 Let them praise the name 
of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created.  6 He 
also established them forever and ever; He made a decree which 
shall not pass away.  7 Praise the LORD from the earth, You great 
sea creatures and all the depths; 8 Fire and hail, snow and 
clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word;  9 Mountains and all hills; 
Fruitful trees and all cedars; 10 Beasts and all cattle; Creeping 
things and flying fowl; 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples; 
Princes and all judges of the earth; 12 Both young men and 
maidens; Old men and children.  13 Let them praise the name of 
the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the 
earth and heaven.  14 And He has exalted the horn of His people, 
The praise of all His saints—Of the children of Israel, A people 
near to Him. Praise the LORD!”
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