
There Is Work to be Done
Matthew 4:12-22

Throughout the years of my ministry, I have always had the 
sense that there was work to be done.  That has always been my 
approach to the labors of the ministry and it certainly continues to 
be my perspective.  There is work to be done.  I am continually 
thankful that my labors here are enjoyable—peaceful and fruitful.  
There is no sense of burden or mere duty in my heart or in my 
motivation, but there is this ever-present, on-going sense of work 
to be done.  Good work. God’s work. In that context, a lot of work.  

It is that context that defines our text this afternoon, following 
along very closely upon the last two sermons from Matthew’s 
gospel.  The formal inauguration of Jesus’ ministry came with his 
baptism, from the end of chapter 3.  Then, his first item of 
business in his public ministry was to fast for 40 days and 40 
nights in the wilderness, learning in the process to depend upon 
God the Father in the midst of his human life, and learning 
obedience through the personal temptations which Satan was 
allowed to bring to him.  Jesus, of course, endured those 
temptations and resisted them entirely without sin, but he was 
tempted in every way as we are.  Thus he was qualified to be a 
sympathetic and compassionate high priest.

Then the work would begin, the work of redemption.  The work 
of his own ministry, which meant, in his own experience, the 
inauguration of his kingdom.  With the beginning of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry, we can rightly observe that,

I. THE KINGDOM OF JESUS IS BEGUN.
It was inaugurated under Jesus’ preaching with the same 

message as the final word of preparation which John provided, 
v.17b  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

The “kingdom of heaven” is a common description for 
Matthew, particularly appropriate for his Jewish audience who 
would be sensitive about not using the actual name of God for 
fear of taking his name in vain.  So kingdom of heaven is how 
Matthew describes the kingdom for his predominantly Jewish 
audience.  The other gospels would speak more of “the kingdom 
of God,” emphasizing God’s own personal and eternal rule and 
dominion.  But the more familiar Jewish phrase is used by 
Matthew.  

Either way, the idea is the heaven has come to earth, and in 
the person of the second person of the Trinity, it has!  God in 
heaven has become God incarnate, God with us, Immanuel.  The 
kingdom of heaven is now present on earth, for the King of 
heaven has become flesh and dwells among us as men.  The 
kingdom of God is the kingdom of Jesus.  

The kingdom has come, though admittedly, not yet in its 
fullness.  So many people speak of the “already” and the “not 
yet.”  The kingdom is now already come, already here, already 
present.  Yet the fullness of that kingdom, the full revelation of that 
kingdom, the full power and authority of that kingdom are still “not 
yet.”  They are still future.  Don’t let that distinction confuse you, 
but rather help you understand this declaration of the kingdom.  
There is, in this new kingdom,

A. The  arrival of a new age.
And this new age is not Aquarius!  It is not the new age that is 

so often referred to in our day with such great popularity, 
combining a lot of eastern mysticism with religious spirituality.  
No, this new age is the age of Jesus, and this new age movement 
is the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  It is the inauguration of 
the new covenant, and the fulfillment of all that has gone before.
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Notice how this new age is introduced.
v.12-16

Jesus withdrew, first of all, because the timing of his work and 
ministry was under his own control.  It was not yet time to be 
arrested.  It was not yet time to stand in the full publicity of the 
Jewish temple and declare his own identity.  It was not yet time to 
provoke the opposition of the Jews nor that of the Romans.  He 
withdrew into Galilee.

v.13

There are many reasons why Jesus might have chosen this 
area, and we can speculate upon them.  It is obvious that Jesus 
doesn’t being his work with the Jewish aristocracy in Jerusalem, 
but in the mixed Jewish-Gentile area of Galilee.  They would be 
the people more sorely afflicted, greatly despised and largely 
ignorant masses.  Surely God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise!  Jesus grew up in Galilee and he spent 
most of his life on earth there.  From there he gathers his 
disciples. There he begins to make himself known as Messiah.

There is one obvious reason, however, at this point, for the 
arrival of this new age to begin in Galilee, and as we have seen 
before, the reason is the fulfillment of prophecy.   Jesus quotes,

Isaiah 9:1  “Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who 
is distressed, As when at first He lightly esteemed The land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And afterward more heavily 
oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In 
Galilee of the Gentiles.”

Such glory, indeed, that the Messiah would be from Galilee.
Is. 9:2  “The people who walked in darkness Have seen a 

great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of 
death,Upon them a light has shined.”

There is the quotation in Matthew.  Notice how this message 
continues, however, remembering as I emphasized a few weeks 
ago that NT quotations from the OT are a reference to a whole 
context.  One verse might be quoted, but the reference is the 
entire passage, the fullness of the context.  So Isaiah describes 
for us the light that the people have seen.  They had been in 
darkness, Gentile nations unable to see the light of the gospel 
and separated and alienated from God.  But now that light comes 
to them!  Thus Isaiah continues,

Is. 9:3  “You have multiplied the nation And increased its joy; 
They rejoice before You According to the joy of harvest, As men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil.  4 For You have broken the 
yoke of his burden And the staff of his shoulder, The rod of his 
oppressor, As in the day of Midian.”

That is the language of freedom!  Kingdom freedom.  Kingdom 
victory.  A victory made obvious in,

Is. 9:5  “For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, And 
garments rolled in blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire.”

Now, how did that kingdom come?  How was that kingdom 
triumph to be accomplished?  That’s easy!

Is. 9:6  “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of His government and peace 
There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
From that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this.”

So this quotation in Matthew 4 is an obvious declaration of the 
incarnation of God, the son who would be born.  And remember, 
Matthew’s Jewish audience would have been familiar with Isaiah’s 
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prophecy.  They would be looking forward to descendant of David 
who would come.  They would be expecting the throne of David to 
be reestablished.  They would expect a child upon whose 
shoulders the government would be place.  What a great day it 
would be!  What a glorious new age it would become!

And Jesus says, right at the outset of his ministry, that new 
age is here.  The kingdom is come.  That day has arrived.   And 
the main point was that this new kingdom, this new covenant, was 
for all the nations.  The light of the world was for all the nations, a 
theme made so clear later in Isaiah’s prophecy.

Is. 60:1  “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall cover 
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 
upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  3 And nations 
shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
rising.”

All nations will come.  All nations are invited.  All nations will 
be part of this new kingdom.  That’s why Jesus withdrew into 
Galilee and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali.  The new age dawns with a new light, the 
light of the world.  Those who had before been under the 
sentence of death, in the blindness of their own sin, they now 
could see.  And live!

So the gospel comes in those terms.  Jesus is the light of the 
world.

John 8:12  “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Similarly,
1 John 1:5  “This is the message we have heard from him and 

proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”

And that is the message of the kingdom.  That is the message 
of this new age, these last days which began with the earthly 
ministry of Jesus Christ.  Obviously, with the arrival of this new 
age is,

B. The arrival of a new prophet.
That’s the point in Matthew 4.
v.17

Remember, there had been no voice of prophecy for over 400 
years.  From the time of Malachi until the arrival of John the 
Baptist, God had been silent.  The God who had spoken to his 
people many time and many ways by the prophets had remained 
silent.  Perhaps, by many, forgotten.  But with the new age comes 
a new prophet, the prophet like unto Moses.  The Messiah.  
Jesus.  

The words in verse 17 are so simple, we might be tempted to 
skip over them.  But how revolutionary they must have been for 
the people of Israel.  “Jesus began to preach...”  God had begun 
again to speak.  Only now, he speaks through his son.  That is the 
contrast made so evident at the opening of the book of Hebrews.

Heb. 1:2  “...in these last days [he has] spoken to us by His 
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory 
and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by 
the word of His power.”

The new prophet of the new age has arrived, and there is 
much work to be done.  Which means, quite obviously, there is a 
need for many,
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II. WORKERS FOR THE KINGDOM.
And so Jesus calls disciples.
v.18

They were fishermen.  Ordinary men.  And they would be the 
workers Jesus chose.  There would be twelve of them, an obvious 
continuity from the fullness of the Old Covenant Israel and the 
twelve tribes.  They would, of course, become the twelve 
apostles, the foundation upon which Jesus would build his 
church.  And the emphasis remains their relative, worldly 
unimportance.

That same point would be so well made to the people of 
Corinth, to whom Paul wrote,

1 Cor. 1:26  “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of 
you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

So you and I can identify with these disciples.  Not the rich 
and famous.  Not the movers and shakers.  Not those who are 
prominent and powerful.  Instead, the ordinary.  The common.  
The unimportant.  They would be the disciples.  They are first 
given that title at the sermon on the mount, in Matthew 5:1.  The 
disciples were, quite literally, learners.  Students or pupils.  More 
fully, followers.  We still use the word that way today.  A disciple is 
a followers, a student who takes on the priorities of the teacher or 

the master.  And we use that word to describe Christian maturity, 
discipleship.  We use it as a verb in terms of Christian ministry, to 
disciple someone.  

Though it is distinctly used to identify this original group of 
twelve, the word “disciple” is a good and useful description of 
what every Christian ought to be.  And in that sense this passage 
is a challenge to each one of us, each one of you, to be a 
disciple.  To live as a disciple.  And the example here becomes 
our calling as well.

A. The disciples were called to follow Jesus.
v.19

Follow me...That’s essentially the same calling Abraham 
received, isn’t it.  Follow me.

Gen. 12:1  “Now the Lord said to Abram, Go from your country 
and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will 
show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Then we read,
Gen. 12:4  “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy- five years old when he 
departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot 
his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had 
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and 
they set out to go to the land of Canaan.”

That’s a disciple.  God says, “Go.”  And you go.  Jesus says, 
“Follow me,” and you follow.  The first disciples did the very same 
thing.

Page  of 4 6



v.20

They found two others.  v.21
Then, v.22

Don’t skip over the radical reaction of those disciples.  “They 
immediately left their nets and followed Him.”  They were 
fisherman.  That was their livelihood.  That was their life.  That’s 
all they knew.  That’s all they trained for.  That’s how they lived.  
And they left it all behind.  That is the call of discipleship.

People of God, let me urge you to consider that calling upon 
your life as well.  Not necessarily in a literal and dramatic sense of 
physically leaving.  I’m not necessarily talking about a change of 
career or a physical relocation.  But nonetheless a radical 
commitment to follow Jesus.  To go where he would have you to 
go.  To leave behind the things he would have you leave behind.  

In my own experiences, I still remember literal experience.  I 
had planned all my life for an engineering career, and when I 
began a job shortly after graduating from college, my life was all 
planned out.  I had it all under control.  I knew what lay ahead for 
years to come.  Or so I thought.  The sudden and intense call 
which I felt upon my life was similar to what Abraham heard.  It 
was similar to what these fishermen heard.  My father was an 
engineer and his father before him.  My life and my security were 
tied up in that accomplishment and that identity, and I sensed the 
need to leave it all behind.  Follow me, Jesus said.  That meant 
resigning from my work as an engineer.  I still remember that day.  
It was the hardest part of going to seminary for me.  Leaving 
behind what I had accomplished for myself.  Leaving behind the 
stability and security I had achieved for myself.  I knew what I had 
to do.  I’m not trying to boast, but only to illustrate the very 
practical reality of this call to discipleship.  Jesus says, “Follow 

me.”
  So also, to each of you, Jesus also says, “Follow me.”  

Perhaps it is a commitment you are unwilling to make.  Perhaps it 
is a change of life that you fear greatly.  Perhaps it is something 
you are unwilling to give up.  Or a sin you cherish in your heart.  
Maybe it is a relationship.  Maybe it is a life goal you have 
established in your own heart and you are unwilling to yield.  
Whatever the circumstances, whatever the situation of your heart, 
Jesus says, “Follow me.”  Perhaps there is something you need 
to leave behind.  Perhaps there is a priority of life you need to 
change.  Or some form of disobedience which you need to turn 
from. 

So when Jesus says, “Follow me,” listen to him.  You might not 
know where you are going.  Abraham didn’t.  And God calls us to 
live by faith not by sight.  So when God says, “Follow me,” leave 
your nets and leave your boats, leave your own life behind, and 
follow Jesus.  That’s a disciple.

Notice in verse 19 the specific calling given to these specific 
men, showing forth what is most necessary in the work of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

B. The disciples were called to become fishers of men.
For them, that meant that the emphasis of Jesus’ ministry 

would be a ministry to others, a ministry to the nations.  A ministry 
by which those who were lost would be saved, those blind made 
to see, those dead in sins made alive.

That is what the church would be all about, from this first 
calling of the disciples.  Then, after his resurrection, Jesus would 
say to those disciples,

Mat. 28:18  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
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baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”

Make disciples of all nations.  You shall be fishers of men.  
Then, as Jesus ascended up into heaven, he told his disciples,

Acts 1:8  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

So my main point, my sermon title—there is work to be done.  
There is work for us to do.  There is work for our church to do.  
There is work in all the nations of the world, which is why we send 
and support missionaries, and why we pray for them so 
frequently.  There is work to be done in our own nation, which is 
why we support home missions around the world.  There is work 
to be done in our own region, in our own presbytery, establishing 
new churches and strengthening those that exist.  There is work 
to be done in Mount Airy, and in Elkin, and in the southern 
portions of Virginia—it is the work of the gospel and the work of 
the kingdom.  There is work to be done in your own families, in 
your own neighborhoods, among your own friends. 

Our goal can’t simply be self-preservation.  Our goal can’t be a 
restoration or reliving of some past accomplishments.  Jesus 
called his disciples to be fishers of men.  But he says to them, 
first, “Follow me.”

Please consider how those words would apply to you, and to 
us as a church.  Please consider the implications of walking by 
faith, not by sight, following Jesus.  Please consider what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus.  And as you do, hear these 
words from Jesus, “Follow me.”
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