
Be of One Mind with One Another
1 Peter 3:8;  1 Corinthians 1:10;  Romans 12:16

It is easy to begin with a lighthearted comment regarding our 
subject this morning, be of one mind with one another.  The 
solution to the problem, the way to be of one mind with one 
another, is easy to accomplish.  We would all be of one mind with 
one another if you would just all agree with me about everything.  
Wouldn’t that be a way to achieve that goal?  You could just agree 
with me, and then we would be of one mind.  Or maybe you might 
want to reverse it, and if I just agreed with you we would be of 
one mind.  

I know men who live that way, who exercise leadership that 
way, who try to be a pastor that way, or a husband.  They just 
don’t see the problem—if you would just agree with me instead of 
disagreeing with me, everything would be fine.  I still remember a 
conversation with a fellow pastor some years ago telling me that 
was his standard by which elders should be elected in his church
—men who would simply agree with him about everything.  I was 
a young man at the time, and shuddered at the implication of 
what he was saying.  That’s one of the last things I want from 
elders, as the starting point of a qualification for office.  Yes-men 
we call them.  That is a recipe for disaster.

Yet we are to pursue being of one mind with one another.  And 
that is a worthy goal, a godly perspective for our lives together as 
members of the church.  So the question is, how do we do it?  If I 
don’t impose my will upon you to agree with me about everything, 
and if you are not obligated to do so in terms of your own 
Christian liberty and maturity, then how do we achieve this lofty 
goal?  How do we obtain the status of rightly being of one mind 
with one another?  And what even does that mean?  Here is 
where it starts.

I. BEING OF ONE MIND WITH ONE ANOTHER REQUIRES 
A COMMITMENT TO RESIST THE FORMATION OF
DIVISIONS.

We will look first at,
1 Cor. 1:10  “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

Paul is pleading with this troubled church.  He identifies the 
troubles they are experiencing, beginning with the divisions 
among them.

1 Cor. 1:11  “For it has been declared to me concerning you, 
my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are 
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, 
“I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am 
of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in the name of Paul?  14 I thank God that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 lest anyone 
should say that I had baptized in my own name. 16 Yes, I also 
baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know 
whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.”

That’s how serious a matter it was.  The presence of divisions 
raised the danger that “the cross of Christ should be made of no 
effect.”  So if people identify with other individuals instead of 
identifying with Jesus, the power of gospel is emptied!  And Paul 
is adamant, “I thank God that I baptized none of you except 
Crispus and Gaius.”  He is horrified to be named among those 
causing division, as if his name had any importance at all when 
compared to Jesus.
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A. Divisions arise when you exalt other men rather than 
following Christ.

One of the ironies of church history is the importance given to 
John Calvin, to his name.  The irony is that he, as much or even 
more than the other reformers of the church in the 16th century, 
had no interest in his name or his leadership being prominent.  Of 
all the reformers, I believe, he would be the least interested in a 
movement that would bear his name.  As I have read his own 
writings and seen more than a glimpse into the humility of his own 
heart, I believe he would horrified that Christians to this day would 
identify themselves as Calvinists.  Historically, God used him in 
ways that, in many ways, would change the world.  But still this 
warning persists, this warning against exalting other men rather 
than following Christ.

Even the label and title of reformed can be used in a harmful 
way, especially when that title assumes preeminence even over 
the title Christian.  Or believer.  I understand the importance of the 
historical identity of that word, along with words like protestant, 
and even identifying words such as presbyterian.  But what must 
be settled in your heart is not your historical label, but the label 
that comes from Jesus’ own name.  We are believers in him, we 
are Christians.

Col. 1:15  “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, 
and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, 
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in all things He may have the preeminence.”

We have to give more than lip service to those words, if we 
are going to be of one mind with one another.  Those words have 

to be the settled perspective of your heart and mind, that in all 
things, Jesus would have the preeminence.  And however much 
you have profited from or benefitted from other teachers and 
writers, divisions arise when you exalt other men rather than 
following Christ.

Look again at Paul’s exact words,
1 Cor. 1:10  “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”

No divisions among you means that you are “perfectly joined 
together in the same mind.”  And while, unfortunately, since the 
fallen human mind is always subject to error, that cannot mean 
that we will always agree with each other about everything, still 
we are to pursue this biblical goal of being of one mind with one 
another.  For Paul, that means that we resist the formation of 
divisions, divisions which arise not only when you exalt other men 
but also when you exalt your own opinions.

B. Divisions arise when you exalt your own opinions 
rather than give respect to one another.

I live in the real world, so do you.  We live after the fall, none 
of us yet made perfect in mind or soul.  So to “be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment” cannot 
require the impossible task of uniformity of opinion, it does 
require, as one commentator puts it, “a loving disposition that 
strives for harmony and peace.”  And there are other Bible verses 
that add to our understanding of what that means.  Such as,

Rom. 12:3  “For I say, through the grace given to me, to 
everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to 
each one a measure of faith.”
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Phil. 2:2  “…fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself.”

So don’t exalt your own opinions too highly, but give respect to 
one another, even when there might be a difference of opinion.  
No selfish ambition.  No vain conceit, but rather “lowliness of 
mind.”  As Paul puts it in,

Eph. 4:1  “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”

That brings me to my second point, very much related, from 
Romans 12:16,

II. BEING OF ONE MIND WITH ONE ANOTHER REQUIRES 
HUMILITY ON YOUR PART.

Rom.12:16  “Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not 
set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do 
not be wise in your own opinion.”

Notice the direct connection between the exhortation to be of 
the same mind toward one another and the reference to humility.  
“Do not be wise in your own opinion.”  The reality is that we are 
prone to do just that, to be wise in our own opinion.  Clearly there 
are many people who always think that they are right, that they 
have the right answer, that their perspective is the proper 
perspective, that their answer is the correct answer, that their 
solution is the best solution.  And the Bible says something quite 
different, a warning to us in the pride of our fallen condition.  “Do 
not be wise in your own opinion.”

That doesn’t come naturally to fallen man, so it is that,
A. You must nurture the attitude of humility.
Nurture means you consciously pursue it, for yourself.  You 

work at it, you identify your need for it, and you do the things 
necessary to develop it.  Beginning with the willingness, when 
appropriate, to say, “I was wrong.”  It includes the willingness to 
listen to people with whom disagree, listen with respect, so that 
whatever you might be able to learn you can learn.  It involves the 
willingness to admit that maybe you aren’t right, after all, even 
though you think you are.  It means that you are willing to admit 
where you have been wrong, that you identify those things that 
you know you don’t know.  I believe that is an important measure 
of maturity—that you know what you don’t know.  And that is 
where some people fail, disastrously.  They simply think that they 
know everything, or at everything they need to know.

So Paul urges you to nurture humility, as the necessary 
foundation for being of one mind with one another.  

v.16  “Be of the same mind toward one another.”

Then he says immediately, “Do not set your mind on high 
things, but associate with the humble.”  Then he concludes with 
the warning, “Do not be wise in your own opinion.”

That’s humility.  I read earlier from Ephesians 4, that you “walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness 
and gentleness.”  And Philippians 2, that “in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem others better than himself.”

Peter puts it this way,
1 Peter 5:5  “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves 

to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and 
be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives 
grace to the humble.”
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You must nurture all of that.  You must set that before you as 
the goal and pursue that goal earnestly and sincerely—the goal of 
humility, the attitude of submission.  And then you must practice it!

B. You must practice humility in relationship to one 
another.

Humility isn’t something that is abstract.  It is not something 
you keep to yourself.  Rather, it is the attitude of your heart that is 
displayed outwardly in your relationships with one another.  You 
can certainly see that in Romans 12, an emphasis we saw a lot 
when we studied through Romans 12 some months ago, for 
example,

Rom. 12:9  “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. 
Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another 
with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.”

The practice of humility includes giving preference to one 
another.   And Paul continues,

Rom. 12:14  “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 
who weep.”

That is the context for this exhortation to be of one mind with 
one another—it is the practice and the exercise of humility.  The 
chapter continues,

Rom. 12:17  “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good 
things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as 
depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not 
avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”  21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  

This is the path to being of one mind!  And going back to,
Phil. 2:3  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others.”

That is how you practice humility.  And this is the emphasis 
Paul has when he urges us to be like Jesus.

Phil. 2:5  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross.”

Jesus humbled himself, and took to himself the role of a 
servant.  And that is our calling as well, in relationship to one 
another.  Then only can we begin to pursue to the goal of being of 
one mind with one another. 

Let me move then to my third point, the third thing that is 
necessary for this goal.  First, a commitment to resist the 
formation of divisions.  Then second, the practice of humility.  And 
third,

III. BEING OF ONE MIND WITH ONE ANOTHER REQUIRES 
YOU TO NURTURE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS.

Relationships with one another.  If you want to be of one mind 
with someone, then you must nurture that personal relationship.  
Nurture it—pursue it.  Work on it.  Make the effort.  Here we turn 
to Peter.

1 Peter 3:8  “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 
compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, 
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be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, 
but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, 
that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For “He who would love life 
And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his 
lips from speaking deceit.  11 Let him turn away from evil and do 
good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.”

That’s what I’m talking about.  All those verses refer to the 
exercise of our relationships with one another.  They describe 
what should characterize those relationships.  Beginning with 
compassion.  This is an interesting connection, then when Peter 
emphasizes being of one mind, he immediately refers to 
compassion.  You see, the ability to be of one mind requires that 
sort of personal connection and commitment.  Thus, according to 
Peter, we see,

A. The necessity of compassion for one another.
v.8  “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for 

one another.”

They go together.  You won’t be of one mind with someone 
else if you really don’t care much for them, if you live in 
relationship to them without compassion for them.  You won’t be 
of one mind if you simply demand that everyone agree with you, if 
you simply demand conformity of mind and thought, as if your 
way is the right way, the only way.  And anyone who disagrees 
with you is simply wrong, because there are only two possibilities, 
your way and the wrong way.  

There is no compassion in that.  And no unity of mind, either.  
Peter simply grounds this call for unity of mind with the heart-felt 
experience and expression of compassion—personal connection, 
personal concern and care for someone else, someone else 
whom you consider more important than yourself.  Do you see 

how all this fits together?

The idea of this sort of compassion is extended with the use of 
the other words Peter uses, which I summarize simply by 
emphasizing,

B. The necessity of a gentle attitude.
Again,
1 Peter 3:8  “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 

compassion for one another.”

Then the additional explanation—“love as brothers, be 
tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling 
for reviling, but on the contrary blessing,”

Love as brothers, the idea being the natural tender affections 
that bind siblings together in a lifelong bond.  The bond of family 
affection, family connection, belonging together.  And with that 
gentle sense of love, Peter adds “be tenderhearted.”  The Greek 
word is the deepest expression in the Greek for tender affection 
and gentle love.  The word refers to the deepest sense of concern 
for the well-being of others.  And it is a very gentle word.  Tender 
affection is a very good English translation.  It means that you are 
deeply moved with regard to the benefit and encouragement of 
others.  We see the word again in,

Eph. 4:31  “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
in Christ forgave you.”

Do you want to be of one mind with one another?  Then 
nurture this quality of being tenderhearted.  That’s the path.  
That’s the way by which we gain a unity of mind.  And Peter adds 
another word, translated “courteous.”  Literally it means a “friendly 
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mind.”

Beloved, for some people, this is very profound, because they 
do not have a friendly mind.  They have a domineering mind.  A 
proud mind.  A selfish mind.  A mind wanting to control.  A mind 
wanting to be exalted, and often, then, wanting to put other 
people down.  To be demanding, demeaning, condescending, or 
simply unkind.  And they wonder why they are not able to live in 
peace, with one mind, in relationship to others.

Again, I’m heading all this as a gentle attitude.  Tender 
affection combined with a friendly mind.  Being courteous.  What 
a marvelous word in our English language.  And what a significant 
aspect of true godliness and spiritual maturity—being courteous 
to one another, kind to them in the genuine and sincere exercise 
of humility.  

And that also means, as Peter expresses it, “not returning evil 
for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing.”

So people of God, let this be your goal, your ambition, to be of 
one mind with one another.  That doesn’t necessarily mean that 
we will fully agree on every matter, but it does mean that we treat 
each other in all the ways which I have emphasized this morning.  
And that is the goal to which we should aspire.  Not the 
partisanship of identifying with one group or another.  Not the 
proud arrogance of exalting yourself and your ideas above others, 
but the gentle, compassionate willingness to give honor and 
respect to one another as the demonstration of your Christian 
love and devotion.

Then there will be the ability to be of one mind, to be of the 
same mind with one another.  To be one, to be unified, to be able 
to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

What a fool I would be if I really thought that being of one mind 
just meant that you should agree with me.  But what a great 
blessing does God give to those who learn to live together while 
being of one mind with one another.
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