
Serve One Another
Galatians 4:13;  1 Peter 4:10

The news of the week is certainly the death of Queen 
Elizabeth, who has reigned as queen over the United Kingdom for 
an astonishing 70 years.  Seventy years, such that vast majority 
of those living under her rule have never known any other 
monarch, no other king, no other queen.  Just Queen Elizabeth.  
And though her decline in health in recent years has been evident 
and obvious, though her death at age 96 was hardly a surprise, 
still it strikes so many people as almost unthinkable.  It was as if 
people thought she would live forever.  They just couldn’t imagine 
the British monarchy in another way other than in terms of Queen 
Elizabeth, they didn’t know how to consider their national identity 
without her.

Now, I must admit that I don’t fully understand the nuances of 
the British system of government of constitutional monarchy, nor 
do I even fully understand the difference between those four 
nations officially constituting the United Kingdom and those, such 
as Australia and Canada, who are merely part of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations.  But I have come to understand, even 
more so this week, why Queen Elizabeth is so adored, held in 
such unimaginably high esteem.  I have come to understand this 
particular aspect of the British monarchy, especially in terms of 
this particular queen, namely the idea that Queen Elizabeth 
viewed herself as the servant of those whom she ruled.  On the 
occasion of her 21st birthday, still several years before her 
father’s death would bring her to throne as queen, Princess 
Elizabeth spoke these famous words to the citizens of the British 
Commonwealth, “I declare before you all that my whole life 
whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your service and 
the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong.”

It would be, of course, a long life.  But think what you may of 
the British royal family, think what you may of their system of 
constitutional monarchy, it is fair to say that Queen Elizabeth lived 
up to that simple pledge she made that day.  “My whole life…shall 
be devoted to your service.”  She was loved by so many because 
she gave herself to be their servant, even in her reign as Queen.

It is that sense of being a servant that must also characterize 
our lives together as God’s people, as Christians.  As we continue 
in this series of sermons on the one another commands, we come 
this morning to a prominent one, a very broad and life-defining 
identity, that we serve one another.  Two verses today to focus 
upon, first,

Gal. 5:13  “For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only 
do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another.”

Then also,
1 Peter 4:10  “As each one has received a gift, minister it to 

one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

We will begin with Galatians 5, with a focus on the word for 
serve.  The word refers to a the position and work of a slave, 
sometimes translated bondslave in our English Bibles.   It is a 
word that implies subjection, bondage, servitude—both voluntary 
and involuntary.  It can refer to nations or individuals.  And Paul’s 
point is plain and obvious.  As Christians, we are to relate to one 
another by,

I. SERVING ONE ANOTHER AS AN ACT OF SLAVERY.
Paul would define his whole life’s existence in that way,
Rom. 1:1  “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be 

an apostle, separated to the gospel of God.”
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Thus he would call us to that same service in terms of 
sacrifice,

Rom. 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”

James, Peter and Jude would use the same word with 
reference to themselves.  And the personal definition of what it 
means to be a bondservant is, of course, Jesus himself.

Phil. 2:5  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross.”

So that is our calling, that is our identity, as Christians.  We are 
bondservants.  Slaves.  In this context, slaves of one another.  
Servants of one another.  And going back to Galatians 5:13, Paul 
connects that slavery of servanthood to the broad concept of 
Christian liberty, Christian freedom.  That’s what the book of 
Galatians is all about—freedom.  Freedom from the curse of the 
law.  Freedom from the bondage of the law, freedom from any 
and all sense of a works-righteousness that would somehow 
cause you to think that your standing before God is something 
you earn by the performance of your own works.  And Paul says 
“no.”  You are free!  We are redeemed from that bondage to the 
law.  And the conclusion of that is well expressed in the words of,

Gal. 5:1  “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ 
has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of 
bondage.”

You are free!  That’s the great message of the book of 

Galatians.  But that message comes with a caution, as I’ve read 
from verse 13, “do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another.”

You are free, but don’t let that freedom be an excuse to 
indulge your flesh, to indulge your sinful desires.  In other words, 
in the context of studying what it means to serve one another,

A. We must learn not to use our Christian freedom as an 
excuse for self-indulgence.

“Do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh.”  It’s easy to 
do.  A focus on Christian freedom might cause you to think that 
you are not obligated to keep and observe God’s moral laws.  A 
focus on Christian freedom might cause you to think that you can 
do whatever you want, that you do not live under God’s authority 
or under human authorities which God has established.  You 
come to understand that you are free from the curse of the law 
and you are then tempted to think that you are free from the 
duties and obligations of obeying God, that you are free to indulge 
all the desires of the flesh without reference to the restraint of 
God which calls us to be bondservants.

So the starting point of considering what it means to serve one 
another is clearly this cautionary warning against the abuse of 
Christian freedom.  We are to be servants, servants of God, to be 
sure.  And then, servants of one another.  Which means that,

B. We must learn to reject the notion of independence 
and autonomy.

Autonomy means self-law.  I am a law to myself and can do, 
therefore, whatever I want.  No one can tell me what to do.  I am 
my own master, I am my own authority.  And the Bible says, “No, 
you are not.”

We are not independent.  I hope that has been obvious from 
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the previous three sermons on these one another commands.  
We belong to one another.  We are members of one another, and 
therefore are to show tender affection, family affection.  And with 
a commitment to self-denial, we are to give preference to one 
another.  We spent the previous two sermons on the two halves 
of,

Rom. 12:10  “Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.”

You can’t do that if you think yourself as independent, or as 
autonomous.  You can’t do that if you think of yourself apart from 
your duty and obligation to one another.  And that is my point.  
You can’t truly serve one another if you think of yourself in 
isolation from one another.  Christian liberty is a vital doctrine, as 
Paul defines.  But that liberty, that freedom, does not mean 
independence.  And that freedom which is ours in Christ does not 
contradict our calling to be slaves to one another, bound to one 
another as servants.  We must learn to reject the notion of 
independence and autonomy.

I should note at this point Jesus’ definition of greatness.  Do 
you remember the request from the mother of James and John?

Mat. 20:20  “Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him 
with her sons, kneeling down and asking something from Him.  21 
And He said to her, “What do you wish?”  She said to Him, “Grant 
that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and 
the other on the left, in Your kingdom.”  22 But Jesus answered 
and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?” They said to Him, “We are able.” 23 So 
He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right 
hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for 
whom it is prepared by My Father.”  24 And when the ten heard it, 

they were greatly displeased with the two brothers.”

Jesus then used that occasion to teach about true greatness. 
Mat. 20:25  “But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You 

know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those 
who are great exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be 
so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, 
let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among 
you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.”

Likewise, 
Mat. 23:11  “But he who is greatest among you shall be your 

servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

And also,
Mark 9:33 Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in 

the house He asked them, “What was it you disputed among 
yourselves on the road?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the road 
they had disputed among themselves who would be the greatest. 
35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If 
anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of 
all.”

This isn’t a minor point.  This isn’t a side issue.  This is at the 
very heart and center of our lives as Christians.  Losing the sense 
of our own independence and even our own freedom in the 
context of autonomy, we are to serve one another as an act of 
slavery.

Now, let me define that more fully and properly, as Paul does.  
This slavery, this willingness to serve one another, is to be an act 
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and expression of love.
Gal. 5:13  “…through love serve one another.”

II. SERVING ONE ANOTHER AS THE DEMONSTRATION 
OF LOVE.

Though I’ve used the language of slavery, the idea is not one 
of mere duty and obligation.  Though I’ve used the language of 
slavery, there isn’t even a sense of external compulsion.  In other 
words, we are not forced to serve one another, even as a parent 
might compel a young child to do certain chores around the 
house for the benefit of the family.  Our service is to be much 
more than mere duty, much more than the mere performance of 
some external act.  Our service to one another must be,

A. The actions of love.
Gal. 5:13  “…through love serve one another.”

With love, by means of love.

I don’t yet know how many sermons I will be preaching on 
these one another commands, but I know what my last sermon 
will be, love one another.  And that sermon will really be the 
conclusion of all that goes before, because love is the 
comprehensive summary of all that defines our relationship to one 
another.  And it is crucial that I mention that here at this point, 
because it is a necessary part of true service.  This service we 
give to one another, this willingness to be a bondservant, a slave, 
to one another, must be performed as acts of love.  And love is 
action, is it not?

John says it this way,
1 John 3:16  “By this we know love, because He laid down His 

life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his 

brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the 
love of God abide in him?  18 My little children, let us not love in 
word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

James teaches the same thing, though broadens the concept 
of love to the whole our religion,

James 1:27  “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to 
keep oneself unspotted from the world.”

In terms of faith itself, we read,
James 2:14  “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone 

says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 
15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 
and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and 
filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for 
the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does 
not have works, is dead.”

So our calling is not merely to be servants, but to be lovers, 
lovers of one another, showing that love with our actions.  And 
allowing that love to be the driving force and motive in all that we 
do to serve one another.

B. The motive of love.
Gal. 5:13  “…through love serve one another.”

As Paul writes so eloquently to the Corinthians,
1  Cor. 13:1  “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 

angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
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though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits 
me nothing.”

Without love, your service to one another profits you nothing.  
It is worthless.  Thus we are to be a bondservant, as was Jesus, 
because we love one another.  There is no other way.

Let’s look, then, at the second verse I mentioned at the outset, 
1 Peter 4:10  “As each one has received a gift, minister it to 

one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

There is a little different emphasis here, and actually a 
different Greek word for serving one another.  Our English 
translations reflect that difference, using the word “ministering” 
instead of serving.  At least the New Kings James does.  The 
NASB keeps the translation “serving one another,” as does the 
ESV.  There is now error there.  The words are really synonyms, 
serving and ministering, but in these two verses I am focusing on 
today, there is a distinct difference in terms of context.  As we’ve 
seen, the focus in Galatians 5:13 was that of a slave, a 
bondservant.  And now in 1 Peter 4:10 the focus is upon our 
service to one another as an evidence of the grace of God at 
work in us.  So when we read that we are ministers here in 1 
Peter 4, the idea is of,

III. SERVING ONE ANOTHER AS THE EVIDENCE OF 
GOD’S GRACE.

So you are a minister, a servant, a word that comes into 
English as deacon.  The idea is that you wait on others as a 
waiter in a restaurant waits upon his table.  You serve, in the 
practical context of doing whatever you can for the benefit of 
others.  And you do so as a minister of God’s grace, having been 
enabled by God to perform whatever that act of service might be.

And again, Peter makes it plain.  God’s grace at work in you is 
the focus of your service, your ministry, to others.  And this is the 
word Jesus uses in,

Luke 22:24  “Now there was also a dispute among them, as to 
which of them should be considered the greatest. 25 And He said 
to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, 
and those who exercise authority over them are called 
‘benefactors.’ 26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who 
is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who 
governs as he who serves. 27 For who is greater, he who sits at 
the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet 
I am among you as the One who serves.”

So if you are in a fancy restaurant, the one who is the greatest 
is the waiter, the servant.  The minister. 

I have known some churches who chose not to use the word 
minister as a title for the pastor because they wanted to 
emphasize that everyone is a minister.  And in this sense, that is 
correct.  My title as a minister refers to one specific form of 
service, namely the ministry of the word.  So my service to you is 
to administer to you the word of God.  That’s one example of 
service, or ministry.  There are many others.  And the point here is 
that,

A. God graciously equips all his people to serve.
1 Peter 4:10  “As each one has received a gift, minister it to 

one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

Paul puts it this way in,
Rom. 12:6  “Having then gifts differing according to the grace 

that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in 
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exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”

Similarly,
1 Cor. 12:4  “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And 
there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who 
works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
each one for the profit of all.”

Thus our service to one another reflects the reality that God 
has equipped us to serve, each of differently to be sure, but each 
of us.  In one way or another, we live and exist for the benefit of 
one another.  God graciously equips all his people to serve.  And 
the emphasis of the word “minister” is that you take that God-
given equipping and you use it, you minister it, for the benefit of 
others.  The idea is that,

B. God calls all his people to be ministers.
And in this context, we are all called to be stewards of his 

grace.  In other words, those who use the gifts and ability that he 
gives us for the benefit of others.  Isn’t that exactly what Peter is 
expressing?

1 Peter 4:10  “As each one has received a gift, minister it to 
one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

I don’t want to get bogged down on identifying all the specific 
gifts God gives.  Some are certainly mentioned in a couple places 
in the Bible, but too often I’ve observed people getting frustrated 
or hesitant trying to identify their specific gift or gifts.  The broader 
picture is this, whatever God enables you to do for the benefit of 
someone else, do it.  Minister to one another the grace of God 
given to you, the manifold grace of God, meaning the different or 
varying gift of God.  Whatever it is that God enables you to do for 

one another, that is what you ought to do.  As a steward of God’s 
grace, one who rightly receives and puts into practice what God 
enables.

In that context, we are all called to be ministers, ministers of 
God’s grace.  So you who have received God’s grace, let this be 
the definition of your identity, especially within the church, that 
you be an instrument which God himself would use for the benefit 
of others.  And that servant, that minister, is identified as the one 
who is the greatest of all.

Mat. 20:26  “…whoever desires to become great among you, 
let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among 
you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.”

Phil. 2:5  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant…”

People of God, as those who belong to one another and are 
members of one another, “through love serve one another.”
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