
Members of One Another
Ephesians 4:25;  Romans 12:5

One of the advantages of preaching for as many years as I 
have done so now is that have a wealth of previous material upon 
which to rely for sermons.  There are a lot of sermons I have 
previously preached that can be relatively easily updated and 
reworked.  I don’t have to start from scratch on every sermon, 
especially upon books which I have previously preached from.

There is also a disadvantage of preaching for as many years 
as I have now done, whenever I look back at my old sermons and 
think to myself, “I can do better than that!”  Thankfully, I might 
add, my early few years of ministry were before the personal 
computer age, so those sermons are not very accessible any 
more.  But I do have about 30 years worth of sermons on my 
computer hard drive, and as I would evaluate many of those early 
sermons, they still need a lot more work!

But I still remember one series of sermons I preached 28 
years ago, 1994.  A number of you weren’t even born then.  I 
guess I was a lot younger then.  I remember the church I was 
pastoring, and I remember my concerns for the well-being of that 
church in terms of their relationships with one another.  The 
people just weren’t very connected to one another.  There wasn’t 
a lot of meaningful communal fellowship, and I wanted to 
stimulate that.  I had a good relationship with most of the people 
in the church and they were committed Christians, but I sensed 
that their relationships with one another simply weren’t sufficiently 
developed.  So I gave a lot of thought to the various one another 
commands in Scripture, the verses that contained those words 
“one another” along with some specific application or exhortation.  
Such as, “love one another.”  And I developed a whole series of 
sermons that, as I remember, were quite well received and 

helpful.  The ideas in those sermons have certainly been present 
in many of my sermons in the years that have passed, but I have 
never again preached a whole series on that subject.  I have 
chosen to do so now.

I’m not doing so with the same concerns I had for that church 
years ago.  I find that many relationships with one another in this 
church are healthy and well.  I’m very thankful for that, thankful to 
be a part of that.  So I’m preaching with the desire to build on a 
strength rather than specifically to correct a perceived weakness.  
And given those good relationships we have with one another, I 
would hope to see God’s blessing in order to cause even more 
growth and maturity, even as I see that same growth and maturity 
in myself as I preach on the same topic as I did those many years 
ago but with the benefit of the wisdom and experience of those 
years.

I almost always preach sermons based on books of the Bible, 
which is to say, I preach through a whole book, from beginning to 
end.  Chapter by chapter.  Sometimes for a year or more.  With 
only a few exceptions, I think I have done that the whole time I 
have been here.  So this series will be a bit different.  Not at all 
different in terms of expositional preaching—I’m not preaching 
topical sermons based on my own thoughts and ideas.  I will 
continue to preach expositional sermons from specific Bible texts.  
But the series as a whole will be topical.  I haven’t planned out the 
whole series, but it will somewhere around 20 sermons, all based 
on Bible passages that give us instructions about our 
relationships with one another.  We came across several of those 
passages as we studied through Romans, and the first one 
another sermon I preach today comes from two passages, one of 
which is in Romans.

Rom. 12:4  “For as we have many members in one body, but 
all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being 
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many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one 
another.”

I will also focus upon,  Eph. 4:25  “Therefore, putting away 
lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we 
are members of one another.” 

So let’s study together what it means to be members of one 
another.  And I want to begin with an emphasis upon,

I. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MEMBERSHIP.
We emphasize membership a fair amount here.  You are 

certain welcome to worship with us and not be a member.  Some 
people have done that for an extended period of time.  But 
membership is important, though not for some of the reasons it is 
often stressed.  We don’t make a big deal about our membership 
statistics, we don’t measure the health or well-being of the church 
by membership.  We’re obviously not a big church, but the driving 
motive and reason for our existence is not the number on a 
membership roll.  I’m thankful for a growing membership, for new 
members, but if I had to define my sense of success in ministry it 
would have to be the evidence of God’s hand at work in the lives 
of his people.  In other words, is God at work in his people here?  
That’s a very different question than the more simple question, 
“How many people are here?”

But still we emphasize membership.  I often emphasize that 
membership is what establishes the relationship between myself 
and those who come.  I find myself conscious of my responsibility 
before God for the care of his sheep, those entrusted to my care.  
I understand the significance of,

Heb. 13:17  “Obey those who rule over you, and be 
submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must 
give account.”

So there is submission called for on behalf of members, but 
from my perspective, even more significantly, there is 
accountability for those who exercise that rule.  Surely I am 
responsible to God for all that I teach and preach, but in a 
particular way I find myself, with the other elders, responsible for 
those who are members!

But that’s not my focus this morning.  My focus is not church 
membership, per se.  I’m not focused this morning upon the 
formality of how we define and practice church membership, but 
rather something tangentially related to that—namely this idea of 
being members of one another, a phrase repeated in Ephesians 
4:25 and Romans 12:5.  Members of one another.

This perspective of membership doesn’t simply have 
reference to an organization, but to people.  You are to be 
members not merely of an organization.  You are to be members 
not simply of a church body, but you are to be members of one 
another.   But before I go on, let me emphasize that there is a 
relationship between those two.  I’m not dismissing the 
importance of church membership, just trying to focus it correctly.  
Because in Scripture there is clearly to be seen,

A. The priority of a corporate identity for God’s people.
And by “corporate,” I mean a body.  A group. Not just an 

individual.  In other words, the emphasis of Scripture is not upon 
the individual experience of the Christian life, but upon the 
corporate experience.  Our experience together.

Too often, especially in our Bible belt culture and in our 21st 
century Americanism, the individual nature of Christianity is 
emphasized.  A personal experience.  A personal faith.  Personal 
worship.  Personal devotion.  And while all those things are part of 
being a Christian, they aren’t sufficient in themselves.  The idea of 
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an individual Christian is an oxymoron, an apparent contradiction 
of terms.  Instead, our corporate identify as God’s people is 
stressed much, much more.  We are part of a body, a family, as I’ll 
emphasize in a few minutes.  That’s where I want to start this 
whole study of one-another commands, with a stress upon the 
priority of our identity as members of one another, joined together, 
connected to one another in membership.

And with that corporate identity, we find,

B. The priority of our corporate responsibilities as God’s 
people.

All relationships have responsibilities.  Those responsibilities 
actually define the relationship.  And so our relationship to one 
another, as members of one another, is defined by those 
responsibilities we are given.  And again, with repetition for 
emphasis, those responsibilities are not simply person and private 
duties that we perform individually.  They are duties we perform in 
relationship to one another.

Just look at the examples from those two verses which are our 
focus this morning.

Rom. 12:4  “For as we have many members in one body, but 
all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one 
another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, let us use them…”

The point is obvious.  Romans 12 is very specific enumerating 
those responsibilities, but in general terms, the point is that we 
are to use our gifts and ability for the benefit of one another.  
Because we are members of one another!  It is a very simple 
idea.  The illustration Paul uses is, of course, the human body.  
Each part of the body has a function, and each part of the body is 

expected to be faithful in exercising that function, for the benefit of 
the other parts.  For one another.  Our body parts are members of 
one another, as are we who are part of the church.  That’s the 
only way it will work!

Ephesians 4 has a very similar context, with a very specific 
responsibility noted with reference to one another.

Eph. 4:25  “Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you 
speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one 
another.” 

There is a reason you should never lie, because you are 
members of one another.  That is your corporate responsibility.  
So the commandment not to lie is not just a personal duty that 
you are obliged to keep privately.  Rather, it is your responsibility 
to one another, for “we are members of one another.”

Let me move on in terms of this idea of being members of one 
another, and that is to emphasize,

II. THE RELATIONSHIP OF EQUALS.
I believe that is the focus of this many, many one-another 

commands in the Bible.  They have reference to our relationships 
as equals.  Now, there are some very important contexts in which 
we don’t related to one another as equals, and I’m speaking in 
terms of the exercise of authority.  Some of our relationships are 
define by that authority, and the corresponding duties of 
submission.  Children to parents, as is emphasized in the fifth 
commandment, which Paul re-emphasizes in, 

Eph. 6:1  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right.”  

Likewise, 
Eph. 5:22  “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
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Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is 
head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.”

There is, of course the duty of submission to the civil 
authorities, which God has established.  And there is the exercise 
of authority and submission with the oversight of Christ’s church.  
And our larger catechism uses the language of superiors and 
inferiors in that context, relating not to the essence of our being 
but rather our relationships which require either the exercise of 
authority or submission to it.

Question 126 of the Larger Catechism is this, “What is the 
general scope of the fifth commandment?”  And the answer is, 
“The general scope of the fifth commandment is, the performance 
of those duties which we mutually owe in our several relations, as 
inferiors, superiors or equals.”

There is the reference to the relationships of equals, which, in 
terms of biblical repetition, is actually, I believe,

A. The priority of our relationships.
In other words, there is more written in Scripture about those 

relationships as equals than the others.  Now, I believe in the 
relationship of inferiors and superiors, in terms of authority.  The 
Bible is certainly not egalitarian in those very specific and 
important relationships with marriage, the family, the church and 
the civil government.  But those well-defined and important 
relationships do not eliminate the broader scope of our 
relationships as equals.  Even submission is defined in that 
context, with the seemingly contradictory emphasis of,

Eph. 5:18 “…be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always 
for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.”

My point for this morning, as I begin a series of sermons on 
the one another commands, is that these one-another 
relationships as equals are presented in Scripture with a rather 
obvious priority.  There are over 20 examples of exhortations with 
respect to one another which we will be looking at these coming 
weeks, and going back to our Larger Catechism, all those 
exhortations might be summarized with the words of the answer 
to Question Q. 131, “What are the duties of equals?”  “The duties 
of equals are, to regard the dignity and worth of each other, in 
giving honor to go one before another; and to rejoice in each 
others' gifts and advancement, as their own.”

We will be looking at two of the proof-texts for that answer in 
the weeks to come,

Rom. 12:10  “Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.”

Giving preference to one another!  That’s our duty as God’s 
people who are members of one another.  And similarly,

Phil. 2:3  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself.”

That’s the priority of our relationship as members of one 
another, and that priority includes,

B. The priority of commitments to one another.
In other words, this is not merely theoretical.  It is intensely 

practical.  As practical as it could possibly be.  We are live in 
commitment to one another, that’s what membership is all about.  
And again, not just membership to the church, not just 
commitment to the church, not just commitment to coming to 
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church on Sunday, but a commitment to one another.  To live out 
your relationships with one another as you come to church.  
That’s the priority.  To live out what it means to be part of the 
body.

This is how Paul explains it to the church at Corinth.
1 Cor. 12:15  “If the foot should say, “Because I am not a 

hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And 
if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the 
body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were 
an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, 
where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the 
members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 
And if they were all one member, where would the body be?  20 
But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And 
the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 No, much 
rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to 
be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our 
unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our 
presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, 
having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that 
there should be no schism in the body, but that the members 
should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member 
is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  27 Now you are the 
body of Christ, and members individually.”

Members of one another.  Such that “the eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I 
have no need of you.””  Why not?  Because you have 
commitments to keep.  You hand has a commitment to keep, to 
do the things the hand is designed to do.  Your feet have a 

commitments to keep, to do what feet are supposed to do.  And 
they do for the sake of all the other members of the body.  Which 
leads to my final point this morning in terms of being members of 
one another, which is,

III. A SENSE OF BELONGING.
You see, beloved, the reality is that you belong to one another.  

And that is such a healthy concept, isn’t it, a sense of belonging.  
Even if you strip away the spiritual context, the world still 
recognizes the psychological health and personal benefit of this 
sense of belonging.  

Membership means belonging, being a part of something 
beyond yourself.  You belong to a body.  I’ve already emphasized 
that illustration, that image.  Being members of one another 
means that you belong to one another, just like your left hand 
belongs to your right hand, your eyes belong to your ears.

There is another common biblical illustration of this sense of 
belonging, namely the family.  Or even more specific, the 
household.  As Christians,

A. We belong to a family.
The family of God.  The household of God.  Not just a church.  

Certainly not just some organization of human origin.  But the 
family of God.

Eph. 2:19  “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God.” 

In 1 Timothy 3:15, Paul refers to the “house of God,” and then 
identifies it as “the church of the living God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth.”  Galatians 6:10 urges us to do good, “especially to 
those who are of the household of faith.”
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Heb. 3:6  “…Christ [is] a Son over His own house, whose 
house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of 
the hope firm to the end.”

1 Peter 2:4  “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected 
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as 
living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.”

That’s our identity as the people of God, members of the 
house of God, the household of God, the family of God.  In other 
words, members of one another.  And for an appropriate climax to 
all of this thinking about our sense of belonging,

B. We belong to a family established by God.
We are members of one another, specifically, you and I here in 

this church.  We are members of one another because we are 
members of this body, this family.  And to put the final punctuation 
mark upon that whole idea, we read in,

1 Cor. 12:18  “But now God has set the members, each one of 
them, in the body just as He pleased.”

That’s the point.  God did it.  Think personally, think 
specifically, not theoretically.  God has set the members in this 
body, this church, “just as he pleased.”  He did it!  That’s what it 
means to be members of one another.  It means that you 
recognize that God has set you in this place “just as he pleased.” 

Paul would continue, verse 24 of that same chapter, “But God 
composed the body.”  “Just as he pleased.”  Just as he 
determined.  And ultimately, that’s why we belong to one another.  
Because God made it that way.  God brought us together that 
way.  God made us members of one another.

So, let’s make that a reality as we live together.  Nurture that 
sense of belonging, a commitment that takes time and energy, 
especially in the busyness of our daily lives.  Do whatever you are 
able to stimulate that sense of belonging, that sense of 
membership.

And look forward to these next 20 weeks are so as we flesh 
out the details of what that means, what responsibilities that 
entails, as we study these one-another sayings.  With this great 
objective in mind, as Paul describes the church in Ephesians 4:16 
with this reference to us as members of that body, that…

Eph. 4:16  “…the whole body, joined and knit together by what 
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which 
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love.”

“Every part does its share.”  That’s what it means to be 
members of one another.  And that is our calling.  That is our 
identity, the very definition of our existence as the people of God.  
We belong to one another because we are members of one 
another.
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