
Crushed!
Romans 16:20

This is an astounding verse.  
v.20  “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet 

shortly.”

That’s our focus this morning, just this one verse, a verse filled 
with more theology and practical encouragement that you would 
likely even image.  It’s a benediction, a good word such as those 
often found at the end of Paul’s letters, similar to the formality of 
the end of our worship services.  A word of blessing from God to 
his people, and the second half of verse 20 is pretty ordinary in 
that regard.  Not at all to diminish the importance of God’s work of 
grace, still those final words of verse 20 come across quite 
ordinary. Common.  Maybe even a bit routine.  “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”

That is a common benediction, and it remains rather ordinary 
even when it is received as part of the trinitarian blessing 
pronounced in,

2 Cor 13:14  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen.”

Yet, as ordinary as we might consider those words, as 
common as that blessing might be, there is nothing ordinary nor 
common about the words that precede them.  Those words come 
out of nowhere, from our perspective, as we read through this list 
of personal greetings that we studied last week.  We read over 30 
personal references in those verses.  It’s personal.  It’s 
affectionate.  It’s touching.  And then Paul unleashes this glorious 
benediction that spans the whole of human history, from God’s 
covenant promise to Adam and Eve after fall to the future triumph 

and glory that will be revealed when Jesus returns at the end of 
the age.  It’s all there, just those few simple words of blessing and 
benediction.  “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your 
feet shortly.”

Let’s begin with this revelation of God as he is defined by the 
apostle.

I. GOD IS A GOD OF PEACE.
In Paul’s words, he is THE God of peace.  But as simple as 

those words might be, we need to ask what they actually mean, 
and have the answer in mind.  In our day, in the politically 
charged age in which we live, being for peace might imply being a 
pacifist.  It might mean that you are opposed to the use of military 
power, or even the intervention of a local police department.  Fifty 
years ago it simply meant getting out of the war in Vietnam.  
Today it might require that you submit to injustice or even tyranny 
simply because you want to avoid any sort of conflict.  But that is 
not God.  God is not a pacifist.  he does avoid confrontation.  
Indeed, if anything, in many common misunderstandings of God, 
he is seen to be overly violent and for some, oppressive, harsh, 
even brutal.  Many people read of the wars and other examples of 
killing in the Old Testament and conclude that such a brutal god is 
not worthy of our worship nor even our faith.  So they reject the 
Christian God because he seems, to them, anything BUT a god of 
peace.

So what does that definition of God mean?  At its most 
important foundation, I would say this, that…

A. God re-establishes peace with his fallen people.
In other words, the God of people is the one who establishes 

peace with those who have sinned and rebelled against him.  God 
is the one who re-establishes peace with those who were, by 
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nature, his enemies and subject to his wrath and justice.  God is 
the one who takes those who are dead, dead in their sin, 
alienated from God, and brings about reconciliation.  Peace.  That 
is, of course, the very central theme of the gospel, that those who 
have rebelled against God in their sin, those who have become 
his enemies because of their sin, they are brought back into 
relationship with him.  That’s peace.  As Paul puts it in,  

Eph. 2:1  “And you He made alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 
among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.  4 But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).”

2 Cor. 5:18  “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us 
to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation.”

Similarly,
Col. 1:19  “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness 

should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by 
Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross.  21 And you, who once 
were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 
now He has reconciled.”  

That’s peace.  Peace in relationship with God which he has re-
established, reconciliation.  And that peace is ours as gift of his 

grace.
Rom. 5:1  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

God is the God who re-establishes that peace, and he does so 
through the work which Jesus accomplished for us on earth as he 
lived and then died for our sins.  “We have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

There is yet a little more to this definition of God as a God of 
peace, in that not only does it refer to the restoration and 
reconciliation of our relationship with him, but it also refers to the 
ongoing experience of peace in our lives.  It is not simply that God 
reestablishes a relationship of peace with his people, but that 
relationship continues to be defined and described as peace.  In 
other words, 

B. God lives in a relationship of peace with his redeemed 
people.

An ongoing relationship of peace.  And that is how the phrase 
is frequently used in the New Testament.  For example,

Phil.4:9  “The things which you learned and received and 
heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with 
you.” 

Or,  1 Thes. 5:23  “Now may the God of peace Himself 
sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.”

And in the words of another familiar benediction,
Heb.13:20  “Now may the God of peace who brought up our 
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Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you 
complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is 
well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”

So the God peace is the God who lives at peace with his 
people.  But, notice what this God of peace will do?  In our text 
this morning we read that “the God of peace will crush Satan 
under your feet shortly.”  Now that doesn’t seem very peaceful, 
does it?  That seems rather militaristic, and it is.  Those are words 
of war, not ones we might more quickly label words of peace.  
The image is plain, for a military conquest in the new testament 
age was represented by the total and complete subjection of the 
one defeated.  And the victor demonstrates his victory by putting 
the conquered foe under his feet, his feet upon the neck of the 
one conquered, demonstrating a total and complete conquest.  It 
wasn’t just a signed treaty, it certainly wasn’t the surrender with 
honor granted to the southern troops under Robert E. Lee.  It was 
a sign of total victory.  And the God of peace does that!

II. GOD WILL DESTROY HIS ENEMIES.
Here is where I want you to see the whole span of human 

history, in this promise of victory, a promise made way back in 
Genesis after the fall of Adam and Eve, and a promise which will 
be fulfilled in all its glory at the end of the age.  The point of Paul’s 
words here are that,

A. God fulfills his original promise in the covenant of 
grace.

That promise was given in the context of the curse, the curse 
upon Adam and Eve for their sin, which was the curse of death.  
Yet, with that curse comes the first words of what we rightly call 
the covenant of grace.  Rather than leave mankind forever 
subject to that curse, rather than leave mankind forever subject to 

death, God promises the victory over Satan that will restore life to 
mankind.  In other words, death and Satan will not remain 
victorious.  God will win the battle, the war.  And he will destroy 
his own enemies according to his own promise. 

Thus we read God’s words to the serpent, who was the 
representation of Satan himself,

Gen. 3:14  “So the LORD God said to the serpent:  “Because 
you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more 
than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you 
shall eat dust All the days of your life.  15 And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

Satan will win something of a partial victory, he will bruise the 
heel of the seed of the woman.  I believe that is a reference to 
Jesus’ crucifixion, when he hung upon the cross and his human 
flesh endured the actual, literal pain of death.  But the seed of the 
woman would inflict the mortal wound, crushing the head of the 
seed of the serpent.

You see, the ultimate war, the ultimate battle in the spiritual 
realms, is a battle between Satan and Jesus, and Jesus wins!  He 
will crush the head of Satan.  He will utterly and completely 
destroy the one who set himself up as the enemy of God.  And if 
there is any doubt that Genesis 3:15 refers to Jesus and Satan, 
Paul removes that doubt in our text this morning.  “And the God of 
peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.”

The God of peace will destroy his enemies.  Jesus will destroy 
the devil, sentencing and condemning him to the eternal and 
unchanging of doom.  And amazingly, that promise came to Adam 
and Eve immediately after their fall into sin.  Immediately upon 
receiving the curse of death for eating of the tree of the 
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knowledge of good and evil, they received the promise of the 
covenant of grace.  Jesus would crush the head of Satan, and 
with that the promise comes to us that death itself would be 
defeated.  Thus nowhere in Scripture are more triumphant words 
to be found that what we read in,

1 Cor. 15:20  “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 
become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For 
since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of 
the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes 
the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when 
He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He 
must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last 
enemy that will be destroyed is death.”

That will happen, because God promised it would way back in 
Genesis 3.  And here as Paul ends this great book of Romans, he 
gives the church in Rome and us such a great encouragement, 
“the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.”  The 
rest of the New Testament gives us further explanation of that 
hope and expectation, with a perspective on the end of this age 
when Jesus returns to earth in triumph and glory.  The 
encouragement to us, in the meantime, is obvious.  And helpful.  
Though we see a great spiritual battle between good and evil 
played out among us, though we see Satan seemingly winning in 
any number of skirmishes in that great war, though we still often 
feel the sting and sorrow of death, still this is the perspective 
given to us with such bold clarity that we ought never to lose 
hope.

B. God will be victorious in the ultimate battle against his 
enemies.

Just listen to how that great eschatological victory is described 

in the language of the New Testament.
2 Thes. 2:7  “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 

work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of 
the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with 
the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is 
according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 
wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved.”

Even more spectacularly, remember the great vision which the 
apostle John saw of heaven, recorded for us in,

Rev. 19:11  “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like 
a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a 
name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was 
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The 
Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His 
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the 
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a 
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 Then 
I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, 
saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and 
gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may 
eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty 
men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the 
flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.”  19 And I 
saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and 
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against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him 
the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he 
deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those 
who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake 
of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the 
sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the 
horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.”

That vision of triumph was clearly introduced by these words,
Rev. 19:1  “After these things I heard a loud voice of a great 

multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and 
honor and power belong to the Lord our God! 2 For true and 
righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great 
harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has 
avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again 
they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And 
the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 
Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all 
you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!”  
6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the 
sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, 
saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be 
glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”

All of that must have been in the mind of Paul when he wrote 
this triumphant benediction in Romans 16, “he God of peace will 
crush Satan under your feet shortly.”  That’s our encouragement 
in the midst of all the struggles this world has to offer.  All of this 
will come shortly, soon.

But I’ve still left out one part.  I hope you have noticed the 
language Paul uses, the actual words.  It is not just that Jesus will 

win the great and triumphant victory over Satan, it is not just that 
Jesus will crush the head of Satan under his feet, but that we will 
be united with Jesus in that very triumph.

III. GOD’S PEOPLE WILL JOIN IN HIS VICTORY.
So let me read that verse again,
v.20  “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet 

shortly.”

Under your feet, Paul says to the church at Rome.  And that 
means, under our feet!  We will join in this great triumph.  We will 
be with the God of peace when he brings about his great and final 
triumph over the seed of the serpent.  Our feet will be with Jesus, 
crushing the head of those whom Jesus has conquered.  “The 
God of peace will crush Satan under your feet.”  So it is that,

A. God’s people are united with Jesus in his resurrection. 
We are already reigning with him, seated with him in the 

heavenly places, on the throne of God.  Where Jesus is, seated 
at the right hand of God the father, there are we also, for God 
has…

Eph. 2:6  “…raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come 
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.”

We are already seated with Jesus.  Isn’t that glorious!  And 
when Jesus returns, we shall return with him.

1 Thes. 4:14  “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.”

That’s us, we who believe in Jesus, those who have died with 
Jesus.  They will return with him.  And when the final victory is 
accomplished, when Jesus puts his foot upon the neck of the 
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conquered enemies, our feet will be united with his.  “The God of 
peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.”

B. God’s people will be united with Jesus in his ultimate 
victory.

Jesus will have “eyes …like a flame of fire.”  “On His head [will 
be] many crowns.”  He will have the “name written that no one 
knew except Himself.” “His name is called The Word of God.”  
And yet, with all of that, there will be “armies in heaven, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean, [who will follow] Him on white horses.” 

Rev. 19:15  “Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that 
with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them 
with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”

And beloved, you and I will be with him.  And we need that 
hope.  We need that confidence, in a world in which it might seem 
like the seed of the serpent is winning.  But he isn’t.  And so this 
blessing, this benediction, is such a great encouragement.  
Because this great God of peace “will crush Satan under [our] 
feet shortly.” 
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