
An Encouraging Confidence
Romans 15:14-21

It is fair to say that our denomination, the OPC, makes much 
of the importance of church officers.  In fact, when it comes right 
down to it, that is what makes a church a church in the first place.  
That is definition of when a mission work becomes a particular 
church, when officers are elected and installed.  Not simply a 
pastor, or minister of the word.  But officers, elders and deacons.  
Elders who lead and rule in the church, including the pastor one 
whose specific function is to teach and preach.  Sometimes the 
Greek word for bishop is used to describe and define the same 
office.  And then deacons, who bear authority to lead in all the 
areas of service and practical ministry.  So when Paul writes to 
the churches, he often identifies those officers, elders or bishops, 
and deacons.  Most clearly we read in,

Phil. 1:1  “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To 
all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops 
and deacons:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

But note what Paul mentioned first in that greeting.  “To all the 
saints…”  The saints were mentioned first, all of them.  Together 
with those who exercise authority and leadership, the elders and 
deacons.  So what we come to in Romans 15 this morning, first of 
all, is that greeting to all the saints found in verse 14.  Paul 
certainly has much to say of himself, and of his own work in 
ministry in the church.  He has much confidence in that as the 
calling which the Lord has laid upon him.  He will, especially in his 
later letters, write much about the special offices in the church 
along with their importance, the offices of elder and deacon.  But 
first, here in chapter 15, he speaks of the general office of all 
believers, the duties and responsibilities of all believers in that 
general office.  And, even more importantly, their qualifications.  

Interestingly, the OPC also makes note that general office in 
the church, the general office of all believers.  We certainly 
emphasize the special office of elder, and whether the Pastor has 
the same office as an elder but with a different function in terms of 
teaching, or whether those are two separate and distinct offices, 
the point is obvious that we as a denomination make much of the 
importance of the at office.  And I would say, in general terms, 
that is one of our strengths.  That emphasis is a good emphasis, 
and the need for well qualified men, and men only, to serve in that 
ordained office of elder is the great need of each and every 
church.  The emphasis on a qualified and gifted man to preach 
the word is essential in our churches.  The ability to rule well, to 
exercise authority well, as servants of the church, is clearly the 
key to the success and prosperity of any local congregation.  As it 
is with ordained deacons also.  Not that anyone is prohibited from 
serving or engaging in some ministry of service within the church, 
including women, but there are to be men ordained to be set 
apart to provide the leadership and authority necessary for that 
service to be done well.  That is what the Bible prescribes. 

However, in addition to those two special offices of elder and 
deacon, we recognize the general office of all believers as well.  
Our Book of Church Order includes these words in chapter 3:  
“ The power which Christ has committed to his church is not 
vested in the special officers alone, but in the whole body. All 
believers are endued with the Spirit and called of Christ to join in 
the worship, edification, and witness of the church which grows as 
the body of Christ fitly framed and knit together through that which 
every joint supplies, according to the working in due measure of 
each part.”  That paragraph continues with a reference to “the 
power of believers in their general office…”

Our text this morning addresses those believers in the 
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exercise of their general office.  Verse 14 addresses the power or 
authority which all believers have in that general office.

v.14

Paul does not flatter.  He does not use words of praise 
carelessly.  But he does use them!   He is not given to flattery, but 
he does give the people praise, he acknowledges the 
competence that all the saints possess in relationship to one 
another.  So there is more to church power than when the 
preacher is preaching or when the elders are ruling as a session.  
There is that general office by which all believers minister to one 
another, and according to Paul, God has enabled them to do so.  
God has enabled you to do so, to say it in a way that applies 
these words to all of us today just as they applied to the church at 
Rome.  God has given all Christians, all believers, a measure of 
competence for what he describes here.  So verse 14 defines,

I. OUR PERSONAL COMPETENCE AS CHRISTIANS.
Specifically, he identifies three things.  First, that the people at 

Rome were full of goodness.  His words are,

A. An appropriate description of goodness.
It is true that “No one is good but One, that is, God.”  Those 

are Jesus’ own words when he was addressed as “Good 
Teacher.”  Certainly, in comparison to God, we are not good.  
Only God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable in his goodness.  
Only God is good in perfection, for we remains sinners saved by 
grace.  Paul would even refer to himself as the chief of sinners.  
But beloved, by Paul’s own words describing the saints at Rome, 
“you also are full of goodness.”  

We do possess goodness as believers.  Not that we are 
without sin, but we do have the Holy Spirit, and one of the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit is goodness.  It is the work of God in us.  It is an 

aspect and element of our sanctification.  It refers to moral virtue, 
particularly as it is expressed in action.  

I agree wholeheartedly with the doctrine of total depravity.  I 
agree wholeheartedly that we never attain the status of sinless 
perfection, that we are never able to live without the temptation to 
sin and even the propensity to give in to that sin.  Sin so easily 
besets us, the flesh wages war with the spirit.  That is the human 
experience, that is the experience of the Christian life.  But 
beloved, still, “I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, 
that you also are full of goodness.”

I recognize the reality of ongoing sin, but I also believe in the 
effectiveness of the work and power of the Holy Spirit.  I believe 
that the fruit of the Holy Spirit is real fruit.  And we ought to look 
for it in our lives.  We ought to pursue it in our lives.  And we 
ought to acknowledge it when we see it, that “you also are full of 
goodness.”

As I said about Paul, I have no interest in flattery myself.  But I 
do see the encouragement of this verse, this appropriate 
description of goodness.  It is edifying to be reminded that 
personal goodness is, in fact, the fruit of God’s spirit.  And rather 
than stirring up pride, this sort of appropriate honor given to true 
believers should be most humbling.  Edifying and encouraging, 
but humbling.  

With that humility, it should also be your aspiration.  As those 
who are saved by grace, through faith, not by works, you should 
therefore aspire toward the exercise and practice of goodness.  
Moral virtue displayed in the way that you live your life.

With that goodness, we see,
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B. An appropriate possession of knowledge.
Verse 14 again, “filled with all knowledge.”

Same point as with goodness.  Our knowledge is limited and 
finite, anything but perfect.  And there no room for boasting with 
respect to our knowledge.  In fact, we are even warned, 

1 Cor. 8:1  “Now concerning things offered to idols: We know 
that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 
2 And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing 
yet as he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, this one is 
known by Him.”

Knowledge can indeed puff up, and it can be contrary to love.  
But it is also a good thing to obtain and to possess.  And we are 
praised for having it.  So this should be your personal experience 
as a Christian, this is your competence, that you are “filled with all 
knowledge.”  Praise the Lord.  May it be so!

So pursue knowledge, true knowledge.  Pursue the truth 
which God has revealed in his word, and seek to learn from God, 
seek to understand God, seek to know God.  That you may be 
filled with all knowledge.

Please benefit from the encouragement of these words as 
well.  Flattery, as I’ve emphasized, is dangerous and to be 
despised.  But that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t be praised for 
being filled with all knowledge.  So let that appropriate praise be 
your encouragement, and your confidence, that  you who know 
Jesus are filled with all knowledge.  And then also, able to 
admonish one another.  That’s the third aspect of Paul’s 
encouragements regarding our personal competence as 
Christians.

C. An appropriate ability to admonish on another.

But what does that mean?  The Greek word translated 
“admonish” is a difficult word to define.  One English word just 
won’t do.  The Greek word means to verbally correct or rebuke.  It 
means, literally, to appeal to the mind.  It means to lead a person 
away from a false way of thinking through warning, through 
instructing, through teaching, and through counseling.  Through 
advice and directions.   

And the word implies a problem.  It’s not just teaching, 
communicating information.  But rather, teaching aimed at 
correcting a problem.  The distinctive feature of the word is the 
training by word of mouth.  And so this sort of instructing, or 
counseling, aims at straightening out an individual by changing 
his patterns of behavior to conform to biblical standards.  And 
according to Paul, mature Christians are qualified to counsel one 
another.

That’s also what he says in, 
Col.3:16  “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.” 

Admonishing one another.  The same Greek word. 

So you should be admonishing one another!  Counseling one 
another.  You are qualified to do so.  That is, if you are filled with 
all knowledge and full of goodness.

Such things describe what I simply call mature Christians.  
And the people at Rome had such maturity.  It inspired great 
confidence in the Apostle Paul.  And as I minister the word of God 
to you, I have that confidence in you.  These words ought to be 
an encouragement to each of you, an encouragement from your 
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pastor to be involved in the lives of others around you, exercising 
the general office of the believer.

v.14

With all of that, Paul moves on then to his specific ministry as 
an apostle, and,

II. THE FUNCTION OF APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY.
Nothing I have said thus far eliminates or even diminishes the 

proper and appropriate exercise of authority within the church.  
And Paul doesn’t apologize for his position, but rather asserts it 
with much confidence.  He expresses,

A. An apostolic boldness and forthrightness.
Paul identifies his own unique apostolic ministry, namely the 

proclamation of the gospel to the Gentiles, to the whole world.
v.15-16

That consciousness was central to Paul’s ministry as an 
apostle, and it was a very bold position to take in that transition 
from the Old Covenant to the New.  The gospel would now be 
proclaimed to the whole world.  The Gentiles did not need to 
convert to Judaism to proclaim Christ.  

That is, of course, how Paul began this whole letter.
Rom. 1:1  “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be 

an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He promised 
before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning 
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David 
according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with 
power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship 
for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 6 
among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ.”  

Paul’s confidence and self-awareness came from his own 
reception of a revelation from God on the road to Damascas.  
Ananias would give this testimony of Paul in

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the 
children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must 
suffer for My name’s sake.”  17 And Ananias went his way and 
entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you 
came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes 
something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he 
arose and was baptized.” 

Paul’s own testimony was this,
Gal. 2:1  “Then after fourteen years I went up again to 

Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me. 2 And I 
went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who 
were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in 
vain. 3 Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised. 4 And this occurred because of 
false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy 
out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might 
bring us into bondage), 5 to whom we did not yield submission 
even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with 
you.  6 But from those who seemed to be something—whatever 
they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal 
favoritism to no man—for those who seemed to be something 
added nothing to me. 7 But on the contrary, when they saw that 
the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as 
the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 8 (for He who worked 
effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also 
worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles), 9 and when James, 
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Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to 
the circumcised. 10 They desired only that we should remember 
the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.”

Paul would minister the gospel to all the nations of the world, 
to the Gentiles, and he would do so with authority, authority 
delegated to him by God himself.  And this was his boldness,

2 Tim. 1:8  “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the 
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who 
has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which 
was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has 
now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an 
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also 
suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
what I have committed to Him until that Day.”

Notice something else about Paul’s confidence in all of this.  
He remains fixed upon the grace of God.  He speaks of God’s 
grace that had been given him, in verse 15.  Paul did not become 
a minister of Christ Jesus because of his own abilities or his own 
credentials.  It was not because of his own spiritual strength or 
great wisdom.  It was a gift of God’s grace.  In his own words,  

Eph. 3:7  “I became a minister [of the gospel] according to the 
gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His 
power. 8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this 
grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.”

So the offering of the Gentiles, according to verse 16 in our 
text, would be acceptable to God.  That is actually Old Testament 
language regarding sacrifices and offerings.  They would be 
received by God, because the Holy Spirit is at work bringing the 
power of the gospel to every nation. The OT specified the 
conditions of purity and perfection necessary for an animal 
sacrifice to be acceptable to God.  And Paul describes his 
sacrifice as sanctified by the Holy Spirit, that is, made acceptable 
to God through the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The sacrifice he offers to God is the Gentiles.  Specifically, the 
Gentiles brought to salvation through the preaching of the gospel, 
the Gentiles who would be grafted into that one great tree 
symbolizing the people of God.  

And Paul no doubt is referring to the prophecy of Isaiah, 
Isa. 66:20  “Then they shall bring all your brethren for an 

offering to the LORD out of all nations, on horses and in chariots 
and in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain 
Jerusalem,” says the LORD, “as the children of Israel bring an 
offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD.” 

The nations would be an offering to the Lord.  As the Israelites 
brought grain offerings, so the people themselves, the people of 
all the nations, would be brought to Christ as an offering, an 
acceptable sacrifice. 

And Paul actually boasts of his ministry, with…

B. An apostolic confidence in Christ’s work in His church. 
v.17 

This it is not vain boasting.  It is not selfish boasting.  It is not 
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the least little bit boasting in himself or in his own work.  Rather 
he says, “I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things 
which pertain to God.” He is boasting in God, boasting in God’s 
work.  He explains that boasting in, 

v.18 

That’s what the ministry of the gospel is all about.  It’s about 
changed lives.  Lives growing in obedience. 

Just look at Paul’s confidence.  May it be ours as well, as a 
church built upon the foundation of the apostles, for Paul’s words 
here in Romans 15 are not only biographical, but they are written 
for our encouragement.

v.17-19

And it is that apostolic authority and confidence that we should 
have in the ministry to all the nations of our world today.  To 
China.  To North Korea.  To Afghanistan, Pakistan, Eritrea.  And to 
Canada and Mexico.  To every nation.

Thus Paul continues by giving us,

C. An appropriate vision of worldwide ministry.
v.20-21

That’s a quote from Isaiah 52:15, which leads into the great 
chapter on the world-wide effects of the Messiah’s sacrifice found 
in Isaiah 53.  These words describe the salvation that would come 
to all the nations of the world, through Jesus the Messiah, the 
suffering servant whose punishment brought us peace.  New 
understanding of the gospel for all the nations of the world.  

You can still go to places where Christ is not known.  And we 
can, even in our own community.  There are still plenty of places 

where Christ is not understood.  His name may well be known, 
but there is little understanding.  There is little of what is often 
called a Christian worldview.  There is little biblical knowledge, in 
our community and in our own nation.  And very little true 
goodness, as God himself would define it, but that is our goal and 
that is to be our vision, that those who have not yet heard might 
understand the saving truths of the gospel.

Beloved, you are competent for all these things.  We as a 
church are competent for all these things, because of the grace of 
God given to us.  We are competent for all these things because 
we are an apostolic church, built on the foundation of the apostles 
themselves.  And we are a pentecostal church, filled with all the 
power of the Holy Spirit poured out upon his church on that great 
day of Pentecost.  Therefore, with Paul, in the words of verse 17, 
we “have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which 
pertain to God.”

 
     

Page  of 6 6


